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AT their firfl meeting in theDefert, Sonnini bad 
acknowledged to the fheick, or leader of the 
Bedouins, that he ihouM be unable to pay for the 
hire of the beafls and the efcort, until his return 
to Cairo. The ffaeick replied, that, far from be« 
ing uneafy about the reward, he had money at our 
traveller's fervice, and, when the repad v^as fini(h* 
ed, he took from a chef):, which flood in the tent^ 
a bag of money^ and prefented it to the amazed 
European^ with the following words : <' I am not 
ignorant of four misfortunes. With indignatioa 
I witndTed the behaviour of the mohafirc^ at 
Zaidi d Batamous, and I likewife know that yoa 
will reccive^ cyery needful affiftance fVora theki- 
afchef of Guardan, in confequencft ^? ^ovix\^vvw% 
of reamuaetidationi.hnt you woxA^ ^x\eN^ vcv^ 
fcvereJy, //j^d^ihbold apb\y to a do^ oi ^ ^^^'^^^ 
OB Mameluke. I could not poffiVAt ^^^ • ^^ 
Vol.. XXIV. B ^ 
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a man, with whom I have eaten in friend{hip, 
whom I have prote6ted at the hazard of my life, 
and who is, in fa6i> become my brother, ihould 
have recourfe to another. Take, therefore, this 
money, or otherwife I ihall imagine that you de- 
fpife a friend, becaufe he is an inhabitant of the 
Defert.*' In compliance with this frank and cor- 
dial offer, Sonnini accepted of fome patackes, for 
which his Bedouin friend would neither reckon, 
nor admit the idea of reimburfement at any fu- 
ture period. , 

Our author now proceeded to Ouardan, which 
is the relidence of the commandant of the dif- 
trid, and was politely received by the Mame- 
luke officer, who infided upon his accepting of 
accomndfodations in his own boufe. 

Ouardan is a fpacious village, at a fmall dif- 
tance from the weftern bank of the Nile, and built 
Upon the &<e of Latopolis, a city ancieptly dedi- 
cated to Latocia^ and which gave a name to one 
pf the nomes, or>divifions of Egypt. In more re- 
pent times, it b^ame a formidable refort of pica- 
roons, who committed their depredations on all 
the boats navigating in thefe branohes of the Nile, 
. till they were ail deftroyed by the vigilant exer- 
tions of Ali Bey, 

On the 10th, our traveller having hired a boat 

to carry him to Cairo, and from thence to return 

to RofTetta, quitted Ouardan at five o'clock in 

the ftfternopn, but a contrary wind detained him 

till abjt>ut one o'clock the^n^xit moroing, when he 

continued his route. In the forenpon he faw fe- 

• ycral villagers quitting their dwellings, and crofT- 

//7^ oirer to the eaftern bank o^ iUtk^'A^, "wuh 

f^ic/r cattle and effeds, in older to etq|^^«i ^ ^^xv^ 

^^preda0rjr Bedouins, who bad bctft 4iift^\w^\ 
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In llieir vidnage, on the preceding evening. The 
village, though (ituated on the bank of the river, 
was almoft in the Defcrt. Towards Cairo, ihc 
fpace of cuhivated country, on the welt of the 
Nile, gradually diminiihes. fo that, on approach- 
ingthc Egyptian capital, the traveller finds the 
weftern bank to be little better than a trad of 
barren fand. 

As the mafter of the boat was fearful to enter 
tlie port of Cairo, left his little velfel (hould be 
fcized for the fervice of the forces, which Il'mael 
Bey was then colleding againft his competitors, 
Marad and Ibrahim, he Hopped half a league 
ftort of Boulac, on the border of a village, called 
Schoora. Sonnini difpatched one of bis attend- 
ants by land to Cairo, and as foon as be returned, 
they proceeded down the river. 

Having kept watch with the half of bis party 
till about midnight, a meafure of vigilance regu* 
larly purlued in all his travels, our author lay 
down in the bottom of the boat, and refigned 
bis poft to the other half of his companions. 
Scarcely, however, had he compofed himfelf to 
obtain a little repofe, when he was roufed by the 
mafter, who informed him, that three froall pi- 
^tical veflels were rpwing towards him, and that 
it was indifpenfibly necelfary to fi^e upon them, 
before they commenced thrir attack. Several 
difcbarges of mufquetry followed this intima* 
lion, and the robbers made off as fa ft as pofti- 
ble. 

On the 18th, the travellers paifed between 

Oaardan and the little village ot Gu€tc\(%, Vi^- 

W which Hands another, caUed Gex\tt.\. Ov\w- 

^^^s At this place the Nile runs uoxXii-^^^^^ 
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north, as far as Etrifs. Here were fcen feveral 
flocks of quails, ducks^ and a flamingo, which 
the Arabs call befaroufs; there were likewife on 
both fides of the river a number of fpur-winged 
plovers. 

Faffing Gezlret Oaardan, our author faw a fu- 
neral. Two flags, the one red and the other blacky 
M^ere carried before the proceffion, a cuflom which 
is not adopted in the towns. A little lower, near 
the village of Mengfi, he obtained a view of a 
lefs melancholy fcene : it was a wedding. The 
bride was feated upon a tall camel, and furround- 
ed b^ a crowd of villagers^ who entertained her 
with a fl) am flght, while the country re-'Cchped 
with the found of drums and hautboys. The ca- 
inel walked very flowly, and was frequently 
iflopped, to give the attendants an opportunity 
of dancing, fighting, and ihou ting around the 
bride^ whom they conduced in this manner, 
for half a da/^ thrpugh the village and its en- 
Tirons. 

Al a quarter of a league below Mengfi is the 
village of Morefi, and immediately oppofitc is 
Etrifs, where Sonnini arrived at about ten o clock 
in the morning. He diredtly haftened to the 
camp of his generous Bedouin, who feemed 
much afloniflied at his expedition, and forced 
him to partake of a frugal repaft, Sonnini then 
repaid him what he was in his deb tj adding to 
it a few yards of cloth ; but the worthy Arab re- 
folved to \^e equal in generofity with his gueft, 
and accordingly contn^ed to convey a iheep and 
ieveral articles of provifion to the boat. Our 
traveller may^ iijdeed, with }uftice obfexve, that 
''under the rad^ tent of the TJeOkOvxvti,, ow \\isv 
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barren fand, which conftitotes his floor, muft be 
looked for fimple manners, generous habits^ and 
all the virtues of hofpitality." 

Quitting Etrifs at four o'clock in the after- 
ndDD, the travellers reached the village of Ahou* 
ne&habe^ and oppofite to it, on theeaDern bank^ 
Thahoue. Between ihefc villages the Nile is ex* 
ceedidgly broad, but fo (hallow that the boat^ 
though quite empty, touched, and remained a 
long time aground. Proceeding firom hence for 
about half a league, our author arrived in the 
evening at a large village, called Jagnoufs, where 
he tafled, for the flrft time« a fmall fruit, denomi- 
nated the nebka. The tree that bears it is a large 
fpecies of rhannus, the bark of which is limilar 
to that of the willow. Its leaves are alternate, 
obtufe^ three nerved, and of a deep green ; the 
fruit refembles a fmall apple, and has rather the 
flavour of that fruit ; its kernel is round and co« 
vcred with tubercles. 

Oppofite to Jagnoufs, the Nile was almoft co« 
vered with ducks, and flocks of deferter pigeons> 
the latter of which alighted every moment upon 
the water, even in the moft rapid part of the 
flreatn, and fometimes remained there longer 
ihan a minute. This curious habit, which gre^t« 
ly excited our author's aftonifhment, may be pro- 
bably attributed to the heat of the climate, as it 
feems to be common in that country to all pigeons 
of the fame fpecies. 

On the morning of the 20th the travellers con- 
tinued their voyage to Eofletta, after the difper- 
fion of a thick fog^ but nv^ footvex ^«i% x^\^ ^^^- 
tber cleared vp, than a ftiff ^«Ae cotci^ c^tv 'ix^^sv 
fhe Dortb, and raife^ fuch a f>wt\\ \t\\\v^'^\^w:-'^ 
prevented the boat from droppincLA^^^i'^'^'^'^^^ 
B3 ^^^ 
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flream. Below Jagnoufs, the river takes a north 
by weft diredion. At the diftance of half a 
league^ on the weflern bank, is a place> called Ik- 
xaas, and half a league lower down flands Te« 
ran6, where our adventurer flopped. 

Teran6 is a fpacious, well*built town, and well 
enclofed. It is the refidence of a kiafchef, ^nd 
in its environs are fome ruins, the veftiges of the 
ancient city of Terenuthis, known to the natives 
by the appellation of Aboubellou. The townf- 
men are extremely favage and vindidive, and at 
the tinoe of Sonnini's vifit, they were rendered pe« 
culiarly dangerous, by the abfence of the kiaf- 
chef, who was gone to join the army. Thefe peo- 
pie had heard of our author's travelling in the De- 
fert, and Aippofed that his kanja was laden with 
the precious fruit of his refearches; fome of them 
feemed difpofed to feize it in the night; but a 
ftr'iQi watch was kept by the European, and the 
hours of darknefs paifed without any difagreeable 
eccurrence. Among the inhabitants of Teran^^ 
was a youngTork, who had lod his voice* and fuf* 
fered a complete change in the colour of his beard, 
through a fudden and violent fear. Ali Bey, know* 
Ing him to be an excellent manufacturer of gun* 
powder, fufpedled that he had furniihed the Be- 
dotiins with that important article, and accord- 
ingly iffued out orders for his decapitation. The 
feotence was Indeed immediately revoked, but 
It left behind thefe indelible impreflioos on the 
fuppofed offender. 

On the 2^, at three o'clock in the morning, 
the Iravellers again proceeded down the river, 
^nc^ at Gx arrived at Bour-Edg,\alt, vjVvext ^x^ 
^me remmas of antiquity. I>itmxfcVi\ \s V^\i %. 
^Soe dJaaat /rom JBour Edr\aU, au^L o^^oC\>Le^ 
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to it, on the eaftern bank, is Tamale, where the 
fertilizing waters of the Nile are conduced by a 
»nal towards the foutb. On the fame bank, and 
It a fmall diftance, is Schebfchir; below it, at 
in eqaal diftance, is Kafr Nadir, and a quarter of 
I league farther fhinds Nadir, where a more con- 
iderable canal than that of Tamale, takes a 
lorth-ead dire^on. The fatne gales, which had 
etarded the voyage on the preceding day, ftill 
iontinaed to inapede the navigation, and to ren* 
ler the paflage exceedingly roagh. 

From Nadir, the river fiows in a north-weft 
lire^on as far as Algaan, a fmnll village, of a 
Qofl wretched appearance, where the only com- 
tiodious dwellings that areereded, are appropri* 
ted to the ufe of pigeons^ The dwellings of the 
ahabitants are miferable, mud hovels; but the pi* 
eon-houfes are commodious, being built of mud, 
ijoare at the bafe, and carried up in the form 
f a cone. The interior of them is furnifbed with 
art hen pots, in which the pigeons make their 
efts, and hatch their young. 

The commanding officer of this place, who was 
negro Mameluke, informed Sonnini, that fomo 
ledals had been recently difcovered, in a large 
afe, among fome ruins in the neighbourhood $ 
at that the diftribution of the treafure produc* 
i a fanguinary conteft among the peafants^ 
hich continued for three days. 

Following the courfe of the Nile from Alguan, 
ir author now proceeded by the villages of 
afr, Demfcht^ Denafor, Etrie, and Mifchlaml, 
> a place called Komfcherick, Nvb^xt ^^\%xv^^^^ . 
rd received mach fatisfaftion ftorcv VV^ cotk^vx^ 
the Mameluke officer in commatv^. V^ev^ V^ 
orf a few medals, which, tlioag^Vk oi toa^^ ^^ 
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lue, were fufficient to announce that this ftad 
been the file ot an ancient feiiJeoient. 

Having, as we have already noticed, affinned 
the chdrader of a phyfician, in order to procure 
fome advantages in the courfe of his journey, 
Sounini was requeued to remain one day at 
Komfcherick, in ofder to attend an opulent 
Arab in the diftri6t, who was extremely ill. 
This unfortunate man had loft the chief part of 
his mouth and lower jaw, by a dreadful cancer, 
and was altogether fo horrid a fpe6tacle, that our 
author, unable to bear the tight, leaped haflily 
into the boat, and ordered it to be call off from 
^he Chore immediately. 

From Komfcherick, the travellers continued 
their voyage down thcr Nile, which now took a 
north-eaft by north diredion. At tl^e dirtance of 
half a league, they reached Amroufs, on the eaf- 
tern bank, and fpon after came to Tonnoub, froni 
whence they proceeded to a confiderable village, 
called Schabour, which is but badly built, and 
<;on(ifts entirely of mud-walled houfes. The refi- 
dence of the commanding officer is ereded on a 
. platform of earth, and; notwithQanding the 
coarfenefs of its materials, it is of tolerable con- 
flru^ion, as is likewife the turret of the mofque. 
Early on the morning of the 26th, our author 
quitted Schabour, and, about four in the after- 
noon, arrived at Schlime, which he defcribes as a 
wretched hamlet, containing only a few mud ho- 
vels; yet it is a place of fome trade, and confider- 
able quantities of fugar- canes, grain, and other 
com/nodi ties, are exported from it. Near the 
vilj0ge ofBakrim, on the oppoftle\i2^t\V,^\^ \\\x^^ 
/^^ emlnencesj which arc en^civ^^ ^\vv^c:\«\» 
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snd confequently indicate the fite of fome. an- 
cient dtf. 

Quitting S€hliro6 on the 27ih, our author con- 
tinued his route to Mehallet-Abou-Ali, in the 
Delta. For fome time he had feen nothing but 
aflemblages of mud huts, but here he again met 
with a town, built of brick » and defended from 
occafional inundations by a dike> conflru6ted of 
the fame materials. In one of the fireets he met 
with. a funeral. By the fide of the cofSn was 
carried a large black flag, decorated with yellow 
fpots and figures, and the female mourners, who 
followed it, held in one hand a corner of their 
garment, which they (hook violently, as if in the 
ad of driving fomething before them. 

At the difiance of a mile and a half from this 
town, is the village of Sennehour Medini, in the 
environs of which are fome confiderable remains 
of antiquity. The furface of the ground is, in- 
deed, completely covered with ruins, yet there is 
nothing entire, except a few brick vaults, and 
ibme profirate columns, of marble and granite. 
The attention of a fpedator is drawn off from 
thefe remains by two adjacent villages, hand- 
fomely built of brick, and apparently the mod 
ancient of the villages in Lower Egypt. 

Hearing of fome ruins on the oppolite bank, 
at the difiance of half a league from Schlime, 
our traveller approached that fide of the river, 
and difcovered, at a difiance, fome confiderable 
veftiges of an ancient city ; but as night began to 
wrap the country in her fable veil, he was com- 
pelled to relinquifh his intended eY.an\vv\^\\ot^^ ^<^ 
it would have been extremely impTvxdeivx. vo Vv*^ 
remamed during the night in a d\^x\&., W^\. '^^ 
cqoaJljr known and dreaded as the leloix. ^l v>d^^n^* 
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and«pirates. The village, off which our 
anchored, is calfe^ Sal he el Adsjar, wh( 
purchai'ed a tolerable colledion of antiqu* 
meuts from the natives; and on the 26th, 
sued his voyage to Fouah, which> at a time 
the Nile was permitted to fill the canals ^ 
waters, when boats^ laden with the comm 
of Europe or Afia, could tranquilly navi^j 
Alexandrian canal, without dreading the i 
the Tea, or being fubje6t to the inconvenie 
the Boghafs, was a large abd fioorifhinj 
wb^re the natives of Europe had their co 
cial e()abli{hments ; but the barbarous fi 
of the Egyptian rulers having fuffered th( 
to colled in the bed of the canal, fo as to i 
navigation^ commerce was necefiitated to 
don the (bore of Fouah, and to carry its 
to the harbour of Rolfetta. Fouah has, 
fore, declined contiderably from its priftine 
dor ; its contfa6ted limits^ dilapidated e( 
and Wretched inhabitants, all announce th 
approach of a general decay. Nature, ho 
flill fmiles propitious on the furroundin 
which difplays a rich and conllant fertilit 
the fruits of the didrid arc ftill held in h 
tinv^tion, on account of their fnperior exce 
Fouah has been fuppofed, by many perf« 
be the ancient Metelis, bur our author fee; 
ther inclined to think it was theNaucratis 
Milefians, and the country of the cele 
grammarian Athenaus, who remarks that 
time, there were here fabricated earthen 
/he coi ers nf which rcfcmbled filver. Ir 
of Foaah the Nile forms, \u iV^ tc\\^^\« 

foarce, an i /I and j called Gczml-^VT^'^'^'^^ 

Golden inand. 
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Having followed the coarfe of the Nile through 

n extent, which, from the niimerouH linuulitie. 

f the river, was upwards of one hundred and 

igbty miles, our traveller landed fately at Rof- 

;tta, where his return removed the anxiety of 

is friends, refpeding his perfonal fafety, as a re- 

ort had been recently circulated, that he and 

is companions had been m'ordered by the Arabs; 

nd this news had received additional weight 

rem the teHimony of Huflein, who acknowledg- 

d that he had left them in a very perilous (itu* 

tioo. This worthy Bedouin had been for fome 

ime at Roffetta, and on the fir (I intimation of 

onnini*s arrival, he baldened to embrace him 

rith all the demondrations of a beart-felt joy, 

nd to mingle his congratulations with thofe of 

he merchants at the French fa6tory. 

After a (hort day at this city, Sonnini received 

\telligence, that Murad Bey and Ibrahim Bey, 

pported by an Arabic prince, had re-entered 

lire, after having defeated their enemy, Ifmael 

y, and obliged him to fly into Syria. Upper 

ypt being now no longer infefled by ferocious 

I andifciplined combatants, our author was 

ious to avail himfelf ofa moment of tranquil- 

which, in thefe countries, is fo very uncom* 

, and accordingly commenced his voyage di- 

V towards Cairo. 

his paffage from RoiTetta, he flopped at Jag- 
1, where, he h^d heard, there were the re- 
; of an ancient city. In fad, he difcovered 
le di (lance below that village, and not far 
he edge of the i i ver,a large Vp^ict cA %\ovnx\^> 
V covered with ruins. Some rft^%vv\^^«^X 
f brick jfliil remained eiiViYC, «^^^ ^c.N^t'?^ 
pf granite lay pxofttai^ QVk V\x& ^^^^^ 
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lue, were fufficient to announce that this ftad 
been the (iie ot an ancient letiJeaient. 

Having, as we have already noticed, affiimed 
the chrjradlfr of a phyfician, in order to procure 
fome advantages in the courfe of his journey, 
SoiHiini was requefled to remain one day at 
Komfcherick, in ofder to attend an opulent 
Arab in the diftridt, who was extremely ill. 
This unfortunate man had loft the chief part of 
his mouth and lower jaw, by a dreadful cancer, 
and was altogether Co horrid a fpe6tacle, that our 
author, unable to bear the tight, leaped haftily 
into the boat, and ordered it to be caft off from 
the (here immediately. 

From Komfcherick, the travellers continued 
their voyage down the Nile, which now took a 
north-eaft by north diredion. At the diftance of 
half a league, they reached Amroufs, on the eaf- 
tern bank, and fpon after came to Tonnoub, from 
whence they proceeded to a conliderable village, 
called Schabour, which is but badly built, and 
confifts entirely of mud- walled houfes. The refi- 
dence of the commanding officer is ereded on a 
platform of earth, and; notwithftanding the 
coarfenefs of its materials, it is of tolerable con- 
ftru6tion, as is likewife the turret of the mofque. 

Early on the morning of the 26th, our author 
quitted Schabour, and, about four in the after- 
noon, arrived at Schlime, which he defcribes as a 
wretched hamlet, containing only a few mud ho- 
vels; yet it is a place of fome trade, and confidcr- 
able quantities of fugar- canes, grain, and other j 
com modi ties, are exported from it. Near the j 
vilJage of Bahrim, on the oppoCiX.^\i^TvY, vet v\sj«ft ' 
J^rgh eaiincnces. which ait c\\4tTw^i ^\\\iv6.^% 
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excee^ngly narrow, and not difpofed In firaigbt 
lines $ the fqoares are large and irregular, and 
are, in fad, vail bafons of water daring the in- 
undation of the Nile, and fields, or gardens, when 
the river has retired to its ufaal limits. The 
Greets are continually crowded with numbers of 
men, of various nations, who difpute their paf- 
iage with the horfe of the Mameluke, the mule 
of the lawyer, the numerous camels which fupply 
the place of carnages, and the afles, that are 
commonly ufed for riding. 

This great commercial city, which is of great- 
er length than breadth, covers a fpace of about 
nine miles ^, and is inhabited by Turks, Mame« 
Jakes, Greeks, Syrians, Arabs, Copts, Moors, 
Jews, and a few Europeans. Sonnini eflimates 
the population at four hundred thoufand fouls. 

Tlie (plendor and profuilon of luxury are here 
firongly con traded with the rags and nakednefs 
of mifery ; and the extreme opulence of the rulers 
with the moft frightful poverty of the lower 
clafs. The riches bellowed by commerce on the 
intermediate order of people, are either buried, 
or carefully concealed. Thofe who have acquired 
wealth, dare not enjoy it, but in a clandefline 
manner, as knowing, by long experience, the an- 
retrained covetoufnefs of power. 

A few arts are exercifed at Cairo by foreign- 
ers, yet mechanical trades are far from having 
attained any degree of perfedion, and the fcien- 
ces are entirely unknown. In many points, the 
two extremes of the people are very nearly con- 
nected. The bey and the poovt^ vcv^W\^NiftS. 
are egaaJJf Witerate, fanatical, ax\d {\x^\^vC\o'vx'^% 

^ ' The Btttbor moa prohiihly mcam/wU ti\t^«i «^^^^^^ '^'^ 
rcamfcrtnce. 

Vol. XXIV. n > ^e^^^^ 
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Heading and writing are accounted great accom-' 
pliQinients, and are, with arithmetic, confined to 
merchants and men of buiinefs, while the Ma« 
boQQetan priefts are literally buried in thegloomf 
labyrinth of fcholaftic theology, and devote their 
time to the ftudy of the ridiculous reveries con- 
tained in the Koran. 

" No where, in fa6t/' fays our traveller, *'can 
a people be more barbarous, than ,tbe inhabitants | 
of Cairo. Foreigners, perfecuted and even per* ; 
fonally ill-treated, under the moft frivolous pre- 
tences, live there in perpetual fear. The French 
had eliablifliied feveral mercantile houfes, in a 
fmall, enclofed quarter, which was fhut up by a 
large gate, and guarded by a few Janizaries.*' 
Xbe whole city of Cairo is, in fad, divided id 
this manner, into feparate quarters, which are 
denominated countries, by the Europeans. Con- 
fined to their country, the merchants are a prey to 
continual anxiety, and dare not walk the flreets, 
without appearing in the oriental habit^ as, if 
any' native of £urope ihould prefume to walk 
abroad in the drefs of his own country, he would 
inevitably be either murdered, or otherwife cru- 
elly treated. 

Nor. is it enough that foreigners confent to be 
clothed in the long robes of the ea(^, but it is 
alfo requifite, for their fafcty, that fome part of 
their drefs ihould be a diliinguifhing mark, or 
badge of profcription. 

The head-drefs, peculiarly afligned to the 

Franks, is a fort of high, hairy cap; but for fome 

^i/i3e previous to our author's travels, the Englifh 

\bad introduced among them iVie \\g2iA.-^x^?^ ol 

the Vrufes, confining of a large pVece o^ ^tX^^^ 

^-/J^j decorated with fringe, and loWed ioxwa^ tXv< 
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] like a tarban. Another indifpennble pre 
^ion IS, not to have the colour of green in an} 
t of the drefs, as this would be confidered ic 
hriftian as a crioaiital profanation, and would 
lUibly draw the heavieft effeds of Mabonaet- 
^ary upon the offender's head, 
rreen, which was the favourite colour of the 
:efsful im potior, is ft ill referved exclufively 
bis numerous defcendants, and for fuch of 
followers as are fuppofed to have merited a 
ticular mark of honour^ by their frequent pil- 
nages to Mecca. 

>ur author vilited the camp of Murad> where 

band, for the accommodation of that bey, and 

principal officers, immenfe tents, that were 

ided into feveral apartments. The floors were 

ered with the richefl carpets, and the interior 

>rations conflfted of the mod beautiful gold 

filver ftufFs, that were ever manufadured at 

as. The cavalry was equally magnificent 

' the officers* tents. Gold and (ilver orna- 

'.s, with the choiceft embroidery on Morocco 

er, glittered with a dazzling Inftre in the 

s of the fun ; and the houfings of the fad<- 

verc made of the moft elegant velvets, en- 

\ with fmall, delicate patterns, and trimmed 

broad gold lace. 

lini was likewife admitted, occafionally, 
orad's palace, by means of a young French- 
'ho enjoyed his confidence. The bey re- 
him with much civility, defired him to fit 
Sde, and to fmoke out of his own pipe, a 
ifhed honour in Egypt, bt\t viV\\t\v '«^'ii\s^ 
75 /Jattering to the Emovcatv. '^>ax^^ 
\ewife, at thefe times, ^ft^ «l vVovx^^^^ 
eiiions, which betrayed vVie rcio^ ^^^' 
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fdand ignorance. Sonninrs aafwers, hourever, 
proved fo fatisfador}^ that the bey determined 
to tak^ him into his fervice, in the double capa- 
city of phyfician and engineer. He even offered 
bim a large houfe at Cairo, domeHics and guards^ 
a daily abundance of provifions, and a coniidd:- 
able falary ; but Sonnini was ion prudent to be re- 
duced by a man, who, according to his capricious 
bnmeur, would one day load a perfon with fa* 
vours, and the next, throw bim fuddenlyx into 
irons, or probably iflue out an order for his exe« 
cution. 

The perfonal appearance of Murad is extreme* 
ly martiaU his chin is covered with a buihy, black 
beard, his thick eyebrows refemble arches of 
ebony, and his large eyes are animated and full 
of fire* To great bravery, be joins entraordinary 
flrength, and Angular addreft; An intrepid 
warrior, capable of enduring the greateft hard- 
ihips, an excellent horfemaUj dexterous and pow« 
erful, in the ufe of the fabre } bold in enterpriie, 
cool in SL^Lion, but terrible in an engagement with 
bis foes, he might, with proper inltrudion, have 
been a great general. His haughty deportment 
and liberal difpoiition give him the dignified af» 
fearanct of a monarch 5 but ignorance, cruelty* 
and oppreflion, have rendered him, in reality ^ a 
ferocious tyrant. 

The cufiom of engaging in (ham fights, and 

too often in ferious combats, have rendered the 

Mamelukes a brave and warlike race of men ; 

the ardent ebullition of their youth would, in« 

deed, have made them a formidable body, had 

t^ej^ poifeffed any knowledge of Ewto^^a' tac- 

^/cs, or any idea of engaging m Te^>a\ax \^xiV&. 

Their cavalry certainly derives a gtc^X ^^nw^x.^^ 
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from the pecniiar excellence of their horfes, and 
the extraordinary ikill of the riders. Even feme 
of the children, though drefled in large panta- 
loons, that fcarcely permitted them to walk, have 
been feen, by our traveller, to gallop backwards 
aifd forwards on Arabian courfers, with adoniih- 
ing fwiftrwfs, and to wheel about in every direc- 
tion. " All their movements," fays he, *• whe- 
ther of approach, retreat, or change of difpoiition, 
are made with the rapidity of lightning; and, 
when the velocity of their career feems to have 
leparaCed them, they are in a moment again col- 
leded." There are certainly no people, who arc 
able to (how therafelves to greater advantage, in 
their eqnettrian exercifes, than the Mamelukes. 
TbeTorkifh cavalry is well known, but it would 
be materially injured by a comparifon with thefe, 
as the Turks are evidently deficient both in re- 
fpe€t of grace and agility. 

The Egyptian horfes have been erroneouily 
defcribcd, by fome Europeans, as being equally 
deflitute of (Irength and fpirit ; whereas our au- 
thor, corroborated by many other witneffes, both 
ancient and modern, affirms them to be the hand- 
fbmeft on the face of the globe. A majeftic fta- 
fur«, the head well fet oh, full, animated eyes, 
wide noftrils, a fine forehead, the crupper round 
and plump, flender tendinous legs, a light, yet 
fare ftcp, noble attitude, and an admirable pro- 
portion between all the parts, give them a moft 
beautiful appearance. They are not, indeed, fo 
firong as the Arabian horfes found in the fame 
countries, nor are they capaVA^ o^ ^«i^a^\cvvw^ 
ftich Jong journey s, yet ihey cow\\iex\^'a\^ ^o^ ^'^'^ 
deficiency by their beautituV ta^^sjt, V^oxx.^ ^^^ 
wd itately jnotions. 

C 3 
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This peculiar breed of horfes is reftrided to ! 
two paces, a (lately walk and a gallop. They 
are totally unacquainted with the trot, as it is 
reckoned, by the Egyptian equeftrians, a vulgar 
and ignoble pace. 

When the rider difmounts, the horfe is led 
about by a fervant, till he refumes his feat ; and 
however Ihort the diftance he may have ridden, 
the horfe is never taken to the liable, till he has 
been thus led about long, enough to recover his 
breath, and to become cool. This cudom feems 
univerfally adopted by all the oriental nations. 
The horfes are rubbed down with the utmoft 
care, and are frequently washed. Their food is 
alfo different from that of the horfes of Europe ; 
as, inftead of hay or oats, they are regularly fed 
with chopped ftraw and barley. When in their 
ftalls, the head is left at perfed liberty, by which 
means that handfome part of the animal is pre- 
ferved from fuch defeds as are often occafioned, 
in the weftern hemifphere, by the weight or im- 
proper make of the halter j their hoofs are (imply 
covered with. a light femicircle of iron, that is 
neither. turned up at the ends nor (ludded with 
large nails, but is yet fufficient to defend them 
from injury, in a country where there are no miry 
roads, or pavements. 

Horfes are referved exclulively, at Cairo, for 
the military. The confuls of the European na- 
tions enjoyed indeed, (in confequence of their 
treaties with the porte), the right of riding on 
horfeback, but they feldom availed themfelves of 
this privilege, except to go into the country, or 
to repair to the paflia's levee, at the cottimence- 
/^J^iJt or termination of their conCa\(h\^. 'tYvej 
^/i^rr by cxpericaco the perilft aUcndat\t oti \\\w 
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prerogative, and never exercifed it witbout fuf- 
taioing much abufe from an ignorant and fuper- 
Hitioiis popolace. 

M. Tott iiaviog demanded a public audience 
of the pafha of Cairo, our author, to his great re- 
gret, was prefent at one of thefe ceremonies of 
pride and humiliation, which a temporary vani- 
ty porchafed, at the expence of opprobrium and 
perfonal danger. 

The^aga of the Janizaries was commiffioned to 
make the requifite arrangements for the Euro- 
peans $ and he acquitted himfelf of his charge in 
the moft magnificent manner. The horfes were 
the fined that could poffibly be procured, and 
their natnral beauty was ftill enhanced by the 
dazzling ludre of their gilt and embroidered 
trappings. Each horfe was led by a groom, and 
thefe fiery courfers, unufed to a flow ftep, im- 
patiently champed their bits, pawed the groundi 
moiftened their cheds with the breath that iifu- 
ed from their burning noftrils, and, by all the 
reftlcfs adivity they could poflibly employ, en* 
deavoured to free themfelves from reftraint, and 
to gratify their ardour, by indulging in their ac- 
cuiiomcd pace. 

Janizaries, mounted upon aiTes, led the way. 
Next went the French interpreters, mounted in 
a fimilar manner. The cavalcade advanced be- 
tween two lines of infantry. The Frenchmen 
mnrcb.ed in file, and, unfortunately for them, in 
their native drefs. All the merchants of their 
nation (hen followed, mounted on affes, and ha- 
bited in the oriental falhion, and a bod^ ol i^^^^ 
foMier? cJofed the proceffion. 
Beings obliged to traverfc a cot\t\^«2X^fc "^^^^ 
tien of the city, tiiey had to go a i>a\\ xcWl^ ^^^^] 
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half before they arrived at ,the caftle, while the 
populace, who were aftoniihed to fee the Franks 
fo.honourably attended, laviihed upon thera the 
motl opprobrious epithets, and even the more, mo- 
derate loudly pitied the horfes, which, they faid, 
were thus condemned to carry dogs and accurfed 
infidels. 

The ceremonial of the audience was condud- 
cd after the Turkifh manner, a few infignificant 
fentepces were interchanged; fweetmeats, cof- 
fee, and fherbert were ferved ; perfumes were 
burnt 3 and,' after the fpace of a few minutes, the 
Europeans withdrew. 

During the ihbrt time occupied by the audiencCj 
the £g3rptian rabble had collected, in order to in- 
tercept the Franks on their return. M. Tott de- 
fired the interpreters to throw around them fomc 
handfulsof medinesj but this munificence aofwer- 
cd no other purpofe, than that of enflaming the 
Mahometans, who inftantly returned the favour 
by a fhower of ftones and volleys of invedives, 
The clothes of the interpreters were literally torn 
to rags, though the guards, by an adive employ- 
ment of their long Haves and fabres, attempted 
to difperfe the mob, and feveral ftones pafTed fc 
near the head of our author, as a6tually to en- 
danger his life; he now, therefore, refolved 
though rather too late, no more to incrcafe the 
pomp of oftentation, under fuch perilous circum- 
fiances. 

On the travellers return to the diftrift occupi* 

cd by the French, a new uproar took place, a! 

every g\^2iY^, groom, and domeftic, demanded 2 

remuDcration for his trouble. TVi^ 2^%^. o^ vVi< 

-Janizaries aKo announced his c\a\m%, Vo 'wNvvc 

^^e morticed Europeans were obWgeai lo Wq^ 
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and this difagreeable bufinefs, aflter much alter- 
cation^ was at length happily concladed. 

The cadle of Cairo is fituated at the back of 
a mountainous chain, on the eatlern fide of the 
river, called Mokattaro, or Hewn Mountain, on 
account of its extreme fleepnefs. It commands 
the city, but is itfelf commanded by the fummit 
of the Mokattam, It is flanked with two towers, 
sod provided with a few indifferent pieces of can- 
non -y yet the edifice is much dilapidated, and is 
apparently haftening to decay, through the neg- 
led of the Egyptians, notwithflanding it is the 
only defence of their capital. It affords a c|^rm« 
iog profped, and the remains of feveral magnifi- 
cent apartments, which are flill, in fomemeafure, 
fopported by columns of granite and the moft 
h^utifol marble, are worthy of the fpedator*s 
attention. In the mid ft of the enclofure is the 
/fep excavation, known to Europeans by the 
panae of Jofeph's Well. This well, which is funk 
in a foft, calcareous rock, is formed of two fac- 
tions, that are not in the fame perpendicular line. 
A flight of fteps forms an eafy defcent, and on 
<bc platform feparating the two feftions, oxen 
are employed in raifing the wa^er, by means of a 
vhcel. This curious well is faid to be two hun- 
<ired and eighty feet deep, and forty-two in cir- 
confifereticc J the water is exceflively brackifh. 

The houfes of Cairo are extremely ill built ; 
% fnjalleft of them are crowded with a wretched 
2nd numerous mixture of inhabitants j thofe of 
•lie opulent are commonly furrounded by a court ; 
^lie generality of them are conftruded of ^\x^^^ 
tliffereut materkls, viz. brick, wood, ?lX\^^Q^^\ 
^ut they have no appearance of re^vsX^ct %x^\'^^^- 
fore, nor are they enlivened by auy ei^VctVst ^e.ccs' 
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ation. Within Is a fpacious hall, paved with mar« 
ble, having in the niiddle a marble refervoir of 
water } thefe halls, which are the whole height 
of the houfe> are covered with a fraall dome, hav- 
ing an aperture on the north iide, which admits 
the wind through a narrow tube, and increafes 
the agreeable coolnefs produced by the marble 
and the watef. 

The walls, flanked with fine towers, by which 
the city was formerly furroundei have been fad- 
ly dilapidated by the deftrudive hand of barba- 
rifmj nor is Cairo now defended by any fortifica- 
tion% Sonnini obferved two gates, of the' moft 
iimpfe and noble architedture. One of thefe is 
called Babel Nafr, or the Gate of Vidory j and 
the other is denominated Babel Foutouh^ or the 
Gate of Paifage, becaufe it was on this fide that 
Sultan Selim entered the city, by a breach. 

The fuburbs of Cairo contain many fine build- 
ings towards the eafi, which are the maufolea of 
the ancient Egyptian fultans: moft of them are 
now falling to decay. 

A large canal, that communicates with the 
Nile a little above Old Cairo, and is moft proba- 
bly the work of the Pharaohs, crofles the middle 
of the city, from the weft to the north-eaft. Over 
it are thrown feveral bridges, and thefe are em- 
belli filed on each fide with two houfes. Accord- 
ing to the Arabic hiftorians, the bed of this canal 
is paved with marble; but it is at prefent cover- 
ed with thick firata of mud. The famed Egypti- 
an river no longer runs through it, except in Au- 
gaf^, September, and Odober, when the fquares 
are convened into large iakea by \V^ \xvvw\dation. 
-p^nngmhefe three monlVis, w^Vv^Vie ^cexv\yj \Nx^ 
^^^^H of torchcB, and the foYeudot oi \\\>amvQa!- 
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tions, a variety of boats, richly decorated, floating 
upon its forface, while bands of muficians exert- 
ed themfelvesy to gratify the concourfe of people 
who repaired thither^after the heat and fatigues of 
the day, to breathe the refrefhing air, and to feek 
amiifement in the fefiive fcene. Thefe inundat- 
ed fqnares, then affording fo delightful a profped, 
are foon changed to unfightly and infedious 
marflies, which, in their tum, yield to the domi- 
nion of fertility ; and the (Granger, who has re- 
cently mourned their defolate appearance, be- 
holds, to his utter aflonilhmeut, thefe noxious 
plains of flime and mud, completely clothed with 
the verdure of efculent herbs, or crowned with 
the rich luxuriance of the yellow harveft. 

The ceremony of breaking down the dike, 
which clofes the entrance of the canal, was a 
day of jubilee to the citizens. The pa (ha and 
beys appeared in great date upon this occaiion, 
which our author witnefled on thcpth of Auguft 
1777. As the canal gradually dried up, the bot- 
tom, on which was thrown all the tilth and offal of 
Cairo, emitted a noxious efHuvia, that rendered 
the forroundinghoufesalmod uninhabitable: for- 
tuantely, however^ this inconvenience was foon 
remedied, by the extreme heat, and then becaqgie 
one of the moft populous dreets in the city. 

During his reiidence at this place, Sonnini 
fpent much of his time at the windows of the 
confuFs houfe, from whence he had an opportu- 
nity of feeing the dancing girls, whofe fteps and 
motions bear no refemblance to the dances of Eu- 
ropeans 5 they confjA chle^y of quick mo\.\o\\'s» ^^ 
the loins, which they agitate wilU a^ov\\^\\x\<^ 
fupplenefs, while the other parls ot v\^^ >ao^^ 
Tcmaia luotioaJefs. Thck mov caieuU a\ e Wv^^- 
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rupted by a quick and airy fpring ftom ibe 
ground, performed to the found of a hautboy, a 
lute with three firings, and a tambourine. 

Thcfc female dancers, who always attraO: an 
immenfe crowd of fpe6tators, by their wanton and 
indelicate exertions, wear on the thumb and fore 
finger of both hands a little cup, which they oc- 
caiionally ftrike together, in cadence, like cada- 
nets. Their noftrils are decorated with a ring, 
and their face is uncovered, which, in tbefe 
countries, is confidered as the height of effron- 
tery. At the conclufion of their dances, they let 
down their veils, take hold of their ears with 
both hands, and fing, or rather fquall, with all 
their might. 

The dancing girls are fucceeded by jugglers, 
whofe tricks and dexterity are much the fame as 
thofeof the conjurers in Europe. Tumblers like- 
wife entertain the populace with feveral feats of 
adivity, and are accompanied by a fort of mer- 
ry andrew, whofe office is to excite laughter 
among his fpedators. 

From Cairo to Boulac, the road, which is much 
frequented, is greatly infefted with improvifatori. 
Thefe poor poets, who wear a cap made of rufhes, 
falute every pafTenger with an extempore com- 
pofition in verfe^ whenever they have an idea of 
obtaining fome money, two of them immediately 
commence a dialogue on the virtues of the per- 
fon whom they addrefs, and to whom they are 
entire flrangers. Thus they fpend their time in 
reciting, with great volubility, the praifes of all 
wAp pats them, in a long rhapfody of mere com- 
won place. 
The other amufements, vVvaV Cexv^^ \o tOC\^n^ 
t^c ennui of a dull and telucd Vvfe, ^>d:v^>^ Q^ 
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was ineceflitated to lead at Cairo, were 
rioos proceffionsy connc^d with the civil 
^ioas ceremonies of the people, which oc« 
lly pafTed before the entrance of the French 
igs. One of the mod fplendid, and at the 
me the moft noify, of thefe proceffions, was 
' weddings. When the preliminaries of a 
union are fettled, the bride ele6t is at* 
, whenever (he goes from home, with anu- 
) and pompous retinue. Preceded by drum^ 
lutboys, fhe walks in (iate, beneath a fine 
» enclofed with drapery, and is furrounded 
[lowed by a oonfiderable concourfe of peo- 
Her firil vilit is to the bath, where (he is 
ively dreffed in the habit of a Janizary, a 
luke, or in fome other male attire, to the 
ielight of herfelf and her female compa- 
who ufaally fpend the greateft part of a 
the adjuftment of thefe mafquj&rade ha« 
nd in the burfts of merriment which fucb 
letamorphofes mufl of neceflity occafion. 
w days after this vifit, the bride is condu6t« 
n the refidence of her father to that of her 
dhuiband, attended by the fame proceflion, 
eceded by a number of perfons carrying all 
»the8, jewels, and a few trifling moveables. 
s occafion, the appearance of the lady's pro- 
which conflitutes the whole of the marri- 
rtion, is a principal fource of vanity, and 
)re requires that every attention fhould be 
> difplay it to the greatefl advantage. The 
nt articles are diltributed among feveral 
5, fome of whom bear onVy Oa^ 'w^v^v ^1 
maces; for the roagnificwice o^ V^^^ ^'^^^*. 
onSlla in the greateft joffvXA^ tkxxTc^afc\ ox. 

KXIVs D tVwO'^^ 
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Though there is no part of the globe where 
priefts have greater iDfluence and preponderance 
than iii^£^ypt, yet they have never attempted tp 
intermeddle f> matters relating only to focial or- 
der, or to dip? 'c .t|ickfpri9alitie8 of marriage^ which 
the Muffulmen univerfally confider as a mere 
civi) compa^. The parties prefent themfelves 
before the cadi, who receives their declaratioo^ 
writes the agreement, and draws up the con- 
traa. 

Another ceremonial, in which both the Egypti- 
ans and Turks difplay the moft oftentatious pa- 
rade, is the circumcifioD of th^ir children. Thefe 
proceffions» confiding of feveral bands of mufici- 
ans, horfemen with their brilliant ornaments, and 
perfons of every rank accompanying the boy to 
his initiation into the Mahometan religion, form 
a fpedacle admirably grand, and worthy the at^- 
tentien of a foreigner. 

From a furvey of the warehoufes at Cairo, 
Sonnini has been led to pronounce that famous 
city, the emporium of the trade of almoft every 
quarter of the world. At the period of his re- 
fearc;fie8, they were filled with the beautiful, filky 
ftuflfs, wove from the wool of Caffiraere, and with 
the various and elegant manufa6tures of India. 
In fome of them the diamond of Golconda (hone 
with dazzling brilliancy, while the lefs effulgent 
pearl of the eattern ocean modeftly exhibited its 
ardent rays ; and in others, the porcelain of Ja- 
pan, difplayed its lively and permanent colours. 
Some of thefe public receptacles were fcented 
with an immenfe quantity of the fragrant berries 
of the coffee-tree 'of Yemen and \.\\e ^^\ee.% ^\ 
the Molucca lilands j while the ftr\e^ e^eT\ee%.2LV< 
O2o£l precious perfumes, that Muca sixid M^> 
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produce, imparted to others a mixture of 
)ft delightful exhalations. European com*" 
es were equally abundant, ^nd from the in- 
of Africa were condantly received fupplies 
as, ivory, gold and flaves. 
I laft fpecies of merchandife is brought to 
by the caravans of Nubia. Two of them 
mes arrive in the courfe of the year, and 
ihappy wretches, intended for fale, may be 
ted at between fifteen hundred and two 
md. During Sonnini*s refidence at Cairo, 
price rofe according to the extent of the 
tation ', but the handfomeii flave, either 
or female, might be purchafed for about 
tmndred Hvres. 

their arrival at the Egyptian capital, thefe 
is are uncomfortably crowded into a build- 
propriated to their reception, and in a long> 
V ftreet, adjacent 5 they are cruelly expof- 
fale by their own countrymen, who permit 
perfon, who chufes to examine them, to 
hen^ about, and make them ufe their limbs 
ry way as is pradifed by the dealers in cat- 
Europe. 

5 markets of Cairo afford fo great a profu- 
f the neceifaries of life, that all the delica- 
r the table may be there procured at a very 
table rate. Every fort or fifh that is found 
Nile, is there to be found; and in the month 
>tember, a fpecies of larks may be purchaf- 
lich are taken by bird-catchers, on the fmall 
58 of ground furrounded by water, in the in- 
ed plains. They arrive from \\\t; cci^.^'^ ciS. 
Mediterranean, bordering xii^otv '^?ix>a^'^^ ^'^'^^ 
'y ^^ Cairo in of very Ibotl dxrc^xvsci* 
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Anxious to profecute his intereftin^ refearche 
oar traveller now determined on penetrating, i 
poffible, into Abyifinia. The route by the Re 
iSea appeared the moft agreeable^ and he accord 
ingly propofed to go firft to Dsjedda, and froi 
thence to Souaquem and Arkiko^ but, confidei 
ing that he muft wait a confiderable time for 
paflage to Dsjedda, and that he might be probi 
bly detained there flill longer, before he coul 
reach the ihores of Ethiopia, he alteried his refc 
lution, and determined to take the route of Up 
per Egypt, though it was rather dangerous, o 
account of the itinerant Arab8> w^o committe 
their depredations with impunity, while the couo 
try was convulfed by tumults and diforder. 

In confequence of this refolution, he waite 
upon Murad Bey> who gave him recommends 
tions to all the commanders of Upper Egypt« ap 
a letter to a powerful Arabic prince, name 
Ifmain-Abou-Ali, by whofe afiiftance Murad ha 
been reftored to the office of £hech el Eellac 
Sonnini alfo procured letters from the fuperic 
of the miflionaries of the Propaganda, who hav 
four houfes for the reception of monks in Uppe 
JEgypt. 

The period of our author's departure was no\ 
fixed, ^nd a kanja, or little boat, hired for his in 
tended voyage^ but, on his arrival at Boula( 
the wind blew fo ftrong from the fouthward, tha 
it was impoilible to afcend the Nile againll it 
violence ; he therefore refolved to fpend the da 
upon the banks of the river, where a bufy mul 
titude of people exhibited all the buftle of 
commercial port, and where a vaxlety of fcenei 
pjfoa fhe water, fcrved to o\AileTaVe ei\^«i^t^ea;^ 
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refLcGtions, and to make the moments of dela3r 
paft over unperceived. 

The better to difguife his European appear- 
ance^ Sonnini bad adorned his head with a red 
turban, which> with the other parts of his drefs^ 
gave him permiffion to walk about without at- 
trading any particular attention, as he was fup- 
pofed a Mahometan. This precaution, it feems, 
was fuggefted to him, previous to his departure, 
by Murad Bey. '* Difguife thyfelf carefully," 
faid he ; '' drefs in fuch a manner, that the moft 
difcerning may not be able to pronounce thee a 
Nazareen, Thou muft indeed be fuch in the pre- 
fence of my kiafchefs, and of all fuch as thou 
muft apply to for protedion \ but, before thofe 
dogs of fellahs, appear to be a MuiTulman, and oc- 
cafionally pafs thyfelf for one of my officers, as 
the only means of fafely eluding their wickednefs 
and barbarity." 

Oppofite to Boulac, on the weflern bank of the 
Nile, is the village Embabe, famous for the ex- 
cellent butter that is there made. This is the only 
place in Egypt, where that article of food can be 
eaten frefh ; as, in every other part of the coun- 
try, it is really good for nothing. . 

The fertile plains, that furround Embabe, on 
the veflern iide, are clothed with feveral excel- 
l>it prododions, among which is a fpeciesoflu* 
ptfie, that are in great eHimation among the 
Egyptians. T^e feeds, when ft ripped of their 
thicii: and. jbdrd covering, are boiled in fait and 
wafer, and tl. ^ fold, ready drefled, in the ftreets 
and marka'u. They are too hatd lo \i^ \v.^^^ vci 
either (pm or ragouts, but, NtfVieTv W\\t.^> '^^^ 
c^lfi'ti^d7av6uTite difti witVi vVve tv^u^e.^.^^ 
CbrJifia^ Of the euft make ufc o« vV^^^^ V^^ 
©3 ^^ 
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mlu8 for drinking brandy, and flour is alfo tnade 
f thctn, which is ufed h'ke that of other farina- 
ceous plants. The flalk of the lupin, reduced to 
lihes, IS accounted fuperior to other charcoal, in 
the compofition of gunpowder, and the meal is 
excellently adapted for cleaning the hands and 
foftening the iKin. 

The fouth wind having moderated, our author 
9nd his companions qu}tte4 Boulac on the morn** 
ing of the 21ft of March^ but the voyage was of 
fliort duration, as the re|s« or in^fter of the boat^ 
pretended that his little veifel ftood in' need of 
repair, and upon this pretence (lopped at Old 
Cairo, the Mifr el ^ttik6 of the Ars^bs. 

This town, which indicates the fite of the Ba- 
bylon of Egypt, is about half a league diftant 
from Boulac, and is the port for fuch boats as 
come down from the Said. Here, in the midft 
of the ]ilahometanmofques,are a Catholic church 
and convent, and a Jews fynagogue ^ the Copts 
have likewife a grotto, or low chapel, which, ac- 
cording to a pious tradition, is faid to have been 
inhabited by the Virgiq Mary, when (he fled witl 
her infant Saviour into Egypt. 

At old Cairo may be feen Jofeph's Granarie 
if indeed the name of granaries can be juftly gi' 
en to a large fpace of ground, furrounded ' 
high w^lls, aqd ({iyided into feparate courts, wit 
put any covering. The walls ^re badly conftru 
ed, and their appearance fuffiqientiy moderr 
contradi6t the public error, wl^ich has attribv 
their eredion to the patriarch Jofepl^, They 
vow ufed for the reception of the corn broi 
/ro/n Upper Egypt, as the fifcaVs dues. 
. -4 work more worthy of aUeni*\oY\,2Ltv^' 
/s/a fa6t the only objeft that c\a\m& tVv^ v 
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4ion o^ travellers who vifit this City, k the aque- 
doGL that fupplies the caftle with water from the 
^ile. It is fupported by three hundred and fifty 
^ofty and narrow arcades, and the water is raifed 
by a chain-pump, with four wheels, which is 
worked by oxen. 

. In front of old Cairo, in the middle of the 
Nil^ is an iOand of about five hundred yards 
in lu-eadth, where is built the mekkias, which 
fignifies meafure. It is there that the rife of the 
iriver is afcertained upon the graduations of a pil- 
jar, and from the obfervations made thereon, pub« 
lie criers proclaim, through the dreets of the city^ 
the fucceflive heights of the water, on which are 
grounded all the hopes^ of the natives, with re- 
gard to fertility and abundance. This. Nilometer 
is fuppofed to have been ereded by the Arabs ; 
the ifland is called Roudda, or gardens, becauCe it 
is inhabited exclufively by gardeners, and is con- 
ie^ently clothed with the rich produ^ons of 
flora and Pomona. 

On the other iid^ of Roudda, the town of Gi« 
zah extends along the weftern bank of the Nile. 
The lofty turrets of the mofques, the numerous 
date trees, that embelliih its environs, and the 
majeilic river, which laves the very foundation of 
the houfesi renders this place peculiarly pleating, 
1^^ a fmall diftance. In the vicinity of Gizah, 
once flourifhed the famous Memphis, and the ce- 
lebrated Pyramids, which may be juflly ftyled 
the mod' valuable relics of Egyptian glory and 
inagnificimce, are at fo fmail a diftance, as to be 
called, indifcriminately, the Pillars of M&tcc<^Vw\^<^ 
or the PWars ofGizab. 

A/rc/b breeze, from the noxVYi^vc^* V^^v^n^ 
ifccceded the contrary fouth wVwai, ^vxt Vxv»^^^ 
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quitted Old Cairo, on the evening of the day in 
which he landed, and refunded his voyage till 
towards night, when he flopped near a fmall vil- 
lage, called Sheick Itmann. The houfes were all 
built of mud, yet its appearance was remarkabl]^ 
plcafing, as it was completely furrounded bj 

f roves of date-trees, whofe verdant tops, benl 
own by the wind, formed an admirable fhade tc 
the £at roofs of the houfes, and rendered the 
landfcape equally pidurefque and interefting, 
Several egrets were likewife obferved among th< 
branches of thefe trees, whofe dazzling plumage 
produced a charming contrail with the bright 
verdure of the foliage. 

Having noticed fome Coptic monaderies, anc 
the villages Toura and Mazara, our author came 
within (ight of the pyramids of Saccara and the 
town of that name, famed for itsvaft catacombs 
or repofitories of mummies, both of men and ani- 
mals. He then pafled the villages of Sohim anc 
Berdrifge, and arrived in the evening at Kafi 
Jaiat, ail alTemblage of mud houfes, which is 
however, the refidence of a kiafcb^ffT At thl 
place the weftern ihore of the Nile Is temarkabl] 
ftcep, and the village ere6led upon it may "Be feer 
at a confiderable diltance. A chain of moynt^ii; ; 
which, behind Toura, is clofc to the baufc of tl 
river, here recedes, and admits of a moj^ eyCU-P^y'i 
cultivation. The Nile here flows, in iis jiaiuij i 
bed, between two high fhores, and viv: iihabit 
ants of the country are neceflitated • t;>ii>rl 
machines in drawing the water for the*piJrpcHte 
Tno)i\enwg their grounds. There are U I'^'t 
fivinging levers, placed upon a Vionxoj^xv * 
bar, that is /aniirfied with leatberw b\^cY^ 
ai^D, half covered with rags aud atu\xC\B^\ 
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>ngii1g» fpends the whole day in keeping 
thefe levers in motion, and pouring the 
nto troughs, or trenches^ which communi- 
ith the plantations. To raife the water to 
'el of the ground, it frequently requires 
five of thefe hydraulic noachines, (pme of 
have two levers, fupported by the fame 
»ar. The eaflern ihore is perpendicular j 
>o(ite one has an imperceptible declivity i 
Aring to the length neceflary for the con- 
till greater labour is requifite on that fide» 
sr the lands to advantage, 
he morning of the 23d, Sonnini proceeded^ 
light breeze from the northward, to the 
Riba, built upon the weflern Ihore, and 
oppoiite to Atfieh, a town formerly confe* 
to the Cyprian goddefs under the name of 
litopolis. 

the 24th, our author vifited the town of 
je, on the weftern fide of the Nile, where 
re a futScient number of mofques to an- 
a confiderable population. From hence 
eeded in the afternoon, and, towards nighty 
[ his kanja at Schment el Arab, a village 
1 on the fame fide as Komrig6. The 
of this place, like all thofe of Upper Egypt, 
It in a fquare form, and on their flat roofs 
e-cots, which refemble architedural or- 
is. This gives the village an agreeable af- 
a didance ; but, on a near approach, the 
n vanifbes, and nothing is to be feen but 
mud aqd every fign of extreme wretched- 
morning of tbc26tVkhTo\i^V^^\x«^^«^ 
own of Boufch, where ^jSb^ tfiiftX.^v>^ ^'^^ 
r ibuthcrJy gale* ^ m\xA, ^^^^^ 
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equally famous and alarming in tbefe countries. 
<* Woe/ fays Sonnini, " to thofe, who may theil 
be travcrting the immenfe and dreary fands, 
which form the borders of Egypt 1 Intrepidity is 
there of no avail, as the mou courageous armies 
mightbe overwhelmed with clouds of fand, perifli 
from fuffbcation,anddiein defpair." At the period 
of his travels, be affirms, *' the atmofphere feemed 
on fire, though darkened by whirlwinds of duft. 
Both men and animals inhaled the fcorching va- 
pours, mixed with burning fand -, the plants were 
literally parched with the furprifing heat ; and 
all animated nature was withered." 

This terrific gale of wind having continued^ 
and even increafed in violence on the following 
day, the mariners were much dejeded, and it was 
only by dint of promifes that Sonnini prevailed 
on them to fet the kanja again in motion, lyr 
tracking it along ; but the fury of the dorm foon 
rendered their efforts abortive, and obliged them 
to feek a (belter behind a fandy point, that ferv6d 
to fcreen the boat from the violent agitation of 
the current. The heat was now much greater 
than on the preceding day; every limb was be- 
dewed with a profufe perfpiration, and the fand, 
which adhered to the travellers faces, might be 
faid to form a kind of tnaik. The air was dark- 
ened by a thick fog of fubtile duft, that found its 
way into every thing, obliging the mariners to 
bathe their eyes every moment with the water of 
the river, and precluding them from the pofilibili- 
ty of taking any refreftimenti for, whenever they 
attempied to eat, their mouths were inftantly 
:^//ed with the burning patucXe,^ o^ dvx^: At 
Jciigth, however, the fury o^ Oae >n*\x\^ ^w\i^\^t.^» 
^od they were enabled to apptos^cVx Y^^T\\lo\i^^ - 






a 5aa« toi^a, «(„,, / ^"^'f. 

' f^^"/ " Arab *^,'"^« of tweiveT?, ^'"'^ of t^^ 

;ot^-^-^t-?^tte,i^a^^^^^^^^ 

•^^ 'O which tK ^"^^'ioXw 
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vide themfelves with a ilock of water from th^ 
Nile. The load of each individual conlifts of 
three earthern veflels. One> very large, is placed 
upon the head j the fecond, rather fmaller^ hang* 
behind the back, being fupported by a cord, 
pafTed acrofs the forehead ; and the third, which: 
is dill lefs than the fecond^ is fupported on thd 
left (boulder, and held by the right hand. 

On the 31ft a pleafant breeze carried the tra«> 
Tellers to Miniet» where a mountainous chain ex- 
tends along the bank of the Nile, towards Ara- 
bia, and its perpendicular pofition gives it the 
appearance of a lofty wall, confiruded by art* 

Miniet, if compared with the other places in 
the fame country, is certainly a pretty town. The 
flreets indeed are narrow, the houfes are roughly 
conflruded of unburned brick, and the public 
edifices are clumfy and irregular $ yet, a travel-' 
ler, who has been long accuftomed to fee only 
fuch towns and villages, as are calculated to in« 
fpire fentiments of pity and contempt, cannot 
fail of admiring Miniet and its cultivated envi-^ 
roiis. The houfe occupied by the kiafchef, as 
well as tbofe of fome of the moil opulent ioha- 
bitants, are built of ftone, the whitenefs cf 
which forms an agreeable contra (I to the mo- 
notony of the reddiih grey of the other;». The - 
bazars, or places frequented by merchants, are ty 
krably commodious, and the crowds' that are 
fcen there, announce a numerous population and 
a brilk trade. Here is a manofaftory for earthen 
ir/TeJs, called bardacks, which conltitute a very ■ 
profitable branch of luduftt^, ^ud are remarka- 
bJy ufefal to the inbabvtatvls» a^'W^Xt.^^NiJciaSLV^Y^ 
^nto them, acquires a ^Wd^^viV. ^^'^t^^ ^V wA?- 
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Proftrate and mutilated columns of granite, 
tnd fome few-retaining their original fituation* 
with numerous heaps of rubbiiL, clearly demon- 
Urate that Miuiet occupies the lite of a more an-* 
cient city, but refpeding its name authors have 
difagreed. Some have pronounced it the lite of 
Hermopolls, meaning mod probably Hermopolis 
the Great, fo called to diftinguifh it from two 
others of the fame name, formerly exiting in 
£gypc« Others have aflerted that thefe ruins are 
thole of Cynopolis, where dogs were worlhipped 
by the populace, and others again have fuppofed 
Miniet to be the ancient Philae. The mcdern 
town 18 near one hundred and fifty miles from 
Cairo. 

Sonnini bad brought from Cairo two recom« 
mec^datory letters, one to the kiafchef of Miniet, 
and the other to an opulent man who was a friend 
Co the French merchants, but found himfelf dif- 
appointed by the abfence of both perfons, as the 
kiafchef was making the tour of his diHrid, ia 
order to levy contributions, and the Turk was at 
one of his villages not far from the town. The 
letter direded to the latter was, however, for- 
warded to bim, and the next day he fent a pre- 
fent of five Iheep and two large pots of butter to 
oar author^ with a complimentary melTage exprcf- 
fire of his regret at not being able to pay a perfonal 
attention to the accommodation of the Granger. 

The iecond officer in command at Miniet, hav" 
iog broken his leg three days before Sonnini's ar« 
rival, and underftanding that he was a phylician, 
fent for him to his houfe. Out &wJ.Vvot ^ec:cst^\x\^- 
I7 obeyed the fummons, and ioxitvd v\i*i ^"^^^ '^^ 
havt b^ea treated in a' manuer livA^ exs.xv^v:^^'^;^ 
* Coptic fargeon. The paueul \v;^s\av\ x^>^^^ ^^ 
Vom.XXIV. L %^'''^ 
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ground, witliput either mat or carpet, having no 
thing beneath him but a bed of fand. His ex 
tended leg and thigh were fixed between (iake 
driven into the earth, which alfo fupported 
fmall brick wall, built up on each fide^ in fuch ; 
manner, that the fradured limb was confined ii 
a piece of mafon work, where it was to continut 
till the completion of the cure> while, in order t 
promote the formation of the callus of the frac 
Cure, a compofition was daily applied to the leg 
confining of earth, oil, and the white of eggs. 

On the 2d of April, towards evening, the wea 
ther was extremely rough 5 ihowersof rain, whicj 
rarely occur in Upper Egypt, were accompaniei 
with violent gales of wind from the fouth-weft 
columns of fand obfcured the beams of the fun 
and ihort-breaking waves agitated the furface o 
the river. 

Next day, the dorm having abated, the travel 

lers refumed their voyage, and on the 4th cami 

within fight of Shcick Abade, on the eafteri 

bank of the Nile, where immenf^ ruins, and a lon{ 

tra6t of ground, completely covered with rubbifli 

announce the fi te of a large city, that was found 

ed by the Emperor Adrian, who, notwithfiand 

ing his military and political talents, rendere( 

• himfelf contemptible, on account of an unnatu 

ral paflion for the beautiful Antinous. Adrian 

having been told by the Egyptian foothfayers 

that he was threatened with dreat danger, unlci! 

a perfon, who was exceedingly dear to him, anc 

by whom he was ardently beloved, was facrificec 

/or his prefervation, confented with equal cruel 

tjr aad cowardice, to the dealVi ot KYvt\wo\va,^'h< 

generoudy offered himie\f aa iVife Vy&atxi, ^.t^^n 

Juntariljr bade adieu to the ^ceata oi \\^t, Vj ^ 

^J'pnating himfelf from tbe tuuiwV. o^ ^ xoO^ 
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tbc Nile. Thinking to obliterate Lis difgrace 
and ingratitude, the emperor immediately eredt- 
ed a city, in honour of his favourite, under the 
name of Antinoopolis; embelliflied it with the 
moli cxquifite ornaraentg of art; ereded tern- 
ples3 intUtuted games and facrifices; and himfelf 
regulated a worlhip that was to be paid to the 
memory of his fuppofed deliverer. Yet the in- 
tention of Adrian was fadly defeated, as, inftead 
oi effacing, h.^ perpetuated bis barbarity and crimi- 
nal paffion, by the name of the city, and the ex- 
cellent flatues of the unfortunate fufferer. 

Antinoopolis was built on the iite of the ancl- 
cient Egyptian Abidus, long celebrated for the 
-oracles delivered by a pretended divinity, called 
Befa. Abidus and Antinoopolis are, however, 
now mingled in one general dellru^ion. The 
veliiges of the latter excite the traveller's regret, 
as its mutilated remains exhibit rather the ele- 
gant forms and graceful contours of the bed Ore* 
cian and Roman architedure, than thofe heavy 
and gigantic monuments or prodigious mafTes of 
done, which are generally found among Egyptian 
rains, and which are better adapted to (Irike with 
adonifliment, than to charm with admiration. 

It was with extreme difficulty that our author 
prevailed on the boat-mailer to approach thefe 
ruins, as they are infefted by the worft and moft 
refolute robbers in Egypt. After fome altercation, 
however, Sonnini landed with his draughtfman, 
and found among a rich variety of antique mo- 
nunaents, a triumphal arch, or magnificent gate, 
decorated with fluted pillars ; its from '^^'^ circv^ 
hundred and 6fty feet in lenglVi, and ^o ^ot^^l 
was It deemed ofobfervation, tViato>3Lt ^wOckOX \«.- 
foJvedtabavG bad a complete dramu^ ol \\^, ^^ 
thcfatisfaaion of hU countrymen, \>v^v^wV;^^^^^ 
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draughtfman was employed in his fketch, the i 
port of a gun announced the approach of robbe 
and the travellers had only time to reach thi 
boat, and majse their efcape before the arrival 
the banditti, who faluted them with many threj 
lind imprecations. ^ 

At the difiance of nine milos from Sheick At 
Ae, is a fmall, pleafant town, called Mellavoi 
it is (ituated about half a league from the we 
ern bank>^f the Nile, ^and is the reiidence oi 
kiafchef ; the adjacent plain is extremely fert 
in corn, and yields a confiderablc quantity^ as 
export to Arabia. 

On the evening of the 25th, our traveller i 
lived at Manfelout, a large town, and much hac 
fomer than Miniet. The ftreets arc wider a 
better planned ; the (ituation is delightful ; t 
"walls ure elegantly ihaded with a variety of fr 
trees and majeftic palms ; and the commerce 
very conliderable, coniifting of all forts of gra 
and cloths of the native manufadure. On i 
oppofite fide of the Nile, is a large Coptic n 
nailery, entirely enclofed with high walls. 1 
only mode of admiffion is that of being drawn 
in a baiket, by means of a pulley, whence 1 
edifice has obtained the appellation of, "1 
Convent of the Pulley." 

On the 6th of May, Sonnini arrived at Sio 

which he defcribes as one of the largefl cities 

Upper Egypt. It is built upon an artificial ei 

nence, at a fmaJl diftance from the weflern fti 

of the Nile. The inhabitants are fupplied w 

water by means of a canal, over which is a Got 

bridge, of three arches, bu\\l o£ 10LOt\e» ?LV\d lo^ 

sbJj^ baodfome. The adjacent mo\\tv\.?C\w^ V 

behind the town, aa ampVuiVveaue oi tLw\ i 
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3ther fide of thefe mountains, overlooking 
Lver^ appears at a diftance as if pierced with 
r holes of various forms ; they are indeed the 
i to excavations in the calcareous rock. Some 
efe entrances are in the form of an oblong 
:e, and others in that of an arch. They are 
ndfome workmanOiip, and ornamented with 
iety of fymboiical devices^ among which, our 
or remarked, both in the interior and on the 
»utfide, the figure of a man leaning upon a 
Many of the' excavations form fpacious 
ibers, about thirty feet high ; the fides of 
h are embcllilhed with figures and hierogly- 
( ', but thefe are nearly effaced by all-de* 
ing time. Some remains of painting may 
je difcovered on the ceilings, and there are 
fome deep, fquare wells, but too dark to be 
and too dangerous to admit of defcent. 
lerous and various have been the ideas of 
rent authors, upon the original purpofe of 
; immenfe caverns. Sonnini, however, feems 
i6t\y convinced, that they were , originally 
for the fepulture of the ancient Egyptians^ 
that feveral beautiful grottoes, with which 
are furrounded, were the catacombs of the 
politans. 

: the foot of the mountains is an enclofure, 
part for the burial of the Mahometans. It 
recently white^-wafhed, at the time of our 
>r*8 vifit, and its winding confirudion, full 
terfedions, rendered it a very agreeable and 
refque objeft. * 

caravan of Negroes being Tt^^^ Vo. ^^\. ^^ 
Siout, oo their return to Setm3^2LT,\>^^'^'^'S^~ 
Njabia, our author deemed \1 Ocie t«vo^ ^^' 
Jt opportunity of undeilattut V\^^^^^^^^ 
E 5 ^^"^^^ 
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joarncy into Abyflinia ; he accordingly concerted 
all bis arrangements with the black chief of the 
caravan^ and was, upon the point of commenc- 
ing bis route^ when an event occurred, which 
obliged him finally to relin'qoifh the defign. 

The kiafchef of Siout, who exprefled a great 
regard for our travel ler^ was requefted to ufe his 
interefi in fettling the price that Sonnini was to 
pay tbe chief, or kabir^for his journey. The Nu- 
bian at firft demanded an exorbitant fum, till* 
after feveral conferences upon the fubjed, when 
lie was rather more reafonable, but his price was 
fiill exceffive. At length, however, this Nubian 
feemed extremely anxious for our traveller to vi« 
Hi Sennaar, and after promiling him the greateft 
luxuries at the court of his Sertnaarian majedy, 
he declared that, (excluiive of fifty patackes, for 
camels and provifions), he would demand no re- 
muneration for his trouble, as he was well con- 
vinced the king of Sennaar would be highly gra- 
tified with the European's vi (it, and would fuffi- 
ciently reward him for conducing Sonnini to his 
country. 

This fudden change created feme fufpiclon in 
our author's mind, which his companions, lefs 
folicitous for ^ (ight of the African interior, had 
not been fo flow in conceiving. However, Son- 
nini was ftill fo impatient to embrace an oppor- 
tunity of performing his favourite plan, that he 
had refoUed to accompany the kabir, when he 
was reqnefted to vilit the kiafchef, without any 
other attendant than bis Egyptian fervant. 

On bis jn^nding the fammons, he was thus 
addreffcd by the friendlv Mame\>aVe-. *" '^««^ 
inud^ at had for the present » leWiv^vxv^ ^^^^ 
/otoicfoJ journey to Scnuaar" ^\i«i Yav\v«vvixvy 
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- the kabir gare me fome fufpicions, but I 
>t chufe to mention them, till I was well 
iced of their propriety. " I hare now fuffi- 
proof that yourfelf, and the other Franks, 
xmipanions^ were defigned an eafy facrifice 
icity and covetoofnefs^ as the dog of a Syri- 
hom you retain in your fervice as an inter- 
'9 has refolved, together with the kabir, to 
nate your exigence by alTaflination, in the 
of the Defert, and then to divide your pro- 
between them. In order that no doubt 
'emain in your mind refpeding the atroci* 
reachery of the ungrateful dog^ that you 
cheriihed to a bad purpofe, I will have him 
;ht hither, and oblige him to acknowledge 
orrid plot in your prcfence." 
e Syrian interpreter immediately arrived, 
outh extended by a dupid, habitual grin, 
lis countenance expreflive of fatisfadion, as 
Ining himfelf called upon to interpret an in- 
ing converfation. But no fooner bad the 
lef alked him a few queftions, than his fea- 
were overfpread with a guilty palenefs, and 
embling limbs befpoke the agitation of his 
At length, the kiafchef informed him 
t was no time for diilimulation, as the ka- 
ad already confeifed the particulars of his 
ly, and that he was perfe6tly acquainted 
the whole aiFair. The appalled interpreter 
itly fell, as if druck \iy lightning, at the 
eluke's feet, acknowledging bistranfgreffion, 
ccu(ing the kabir as the author of the plot, 
f what he called his own n\\*fotVM\«i. 'W^ 
\(tf, affimiing a mol\ menac\i\^ V^tvt , w>\s^- 
d the offender (hould be c^iti^^V^o ^^-a.'Oo 
aajDi allowed a fufficient vuVcxNa^. '^o^ ' 
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the pangs of terror to take pbiTeilion of the cow- 
ard's foul, before he attempted to exert himfelf 
on his behalf J but when he faw tbe inftruments 
of puniflnnent brought forward^ he humanely en-. 
treated. the incenfed Mameluke, to pardon a 
wretch, who was unworthy of his notice. For 
fome time his requeft was fruitlefs, and the kiaf- • 
chef only confenced to it, at laft, upon the abfo- 
lute promife of the European, to punifli the in- 
terpreter bimfelf. Sonnini, accordingly exprefTed 
his warmed thanks to the generous officer, and 
drove out of his houfe the perfidous kabir, who 
had again come to folicit his fpeedy departure 
with the caravan. 

The Nubians of Sennaar and of Dongola are 
tall and well- proportioned 3 their Ikin is of a fine» 
gloffy black; and, like the Turks and Arabs, they 
wear a beard and whiikers. The barbarous chief, 
alluded to in the above anecdote, wore a long, 
thick beard, which, owing to his advanced age, 
was, together with his whiikers, of a molt beau- 
tiful white, and confequently formed a ftriking 
contraft with his fiible complexion. Thefe Ne- 
groes follow the religion of Mahomet, but they 
add to it many of their own fuperftitious and pe- 
culiar ufages. As they feldom have any more 
covering than is required by decency, they ac- 
count it a luxury to wear a long (hirt, of blue or 
grey cloth, the fleeves of which are turned up 
under the arm- pits. They have commonly fe- 
veral fmall leathern cafes, fattened to the bend of 
the left arm ; thefe are ufed as pockets, for the 
deception, of money, tobacco, and other articles 
that are /requently wanted, \3vovv v\\^ Vv^V^t 
&ni2 is /jxed a poinard, wilh a. \eav\\t,xvv ^^^v\i. 
^JJd handle. They have no co\^iv\tv^ iox W^^ 
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head, bat plait or friz their woolly hair in dif 
ferent ways, according to their fereral fancies. 
Thofe who are occupied in trade, fpeak the Ara« 
bic language ; but among themfelvrs they have 
a particular idiom. Beiides gold and other nier- 
chandife> their caravans alfo bring from the ex- 
tremity of Africa, te the Egyptian capital, va« 
rious animals, for thf: amnt'ement of the opulent 
and the fubfiftence of lliow-men, as monkeys, pa- 
roquets, &c. 

. Sonnini, having acquired a great reputation at 
Siouty as '* a European phyfician, patronifed by 
Murad Bey, and recommended to the mo A pow- 
erful prince in Egypt/* was prevailed on, through 
the medium of the kiafchef, to vi fit the fheick of 
t Bedouin camp, in the environs of Manfelout ; 
he was accordingly conducted to the camp, by an 
efcort of Arabs ; but on his arrival, the fheick 
was much difappointed, to find that he was una- 
ble to redore an old Arab to his fight, on whofe 
iccount, his attendance had been requeiled. Af- 
er afifuring them that his (kill did not extend fo 
ir as the working of miracles, and telling them 
iat nothing but a miracle could reftore the in- 
iluable blefiling which the Arab had now loA 
r two years, he took leave of the Bedouins, 
bofe tents were pitched upon the fand, near the 
lage Tetglie, and returned to Siout, by way of 
infelout. 

The plains thatfurround Siout areexceedins^ly 
tarkable for their abundant fertility. The 
lards yield a fine variety of fruit, and the 
laceous plants are to be adraireA iot \W\\ t^- 
growth and forprifing proAoce. "^^^x^^ 'v^ 
atcd in theft countries •, bat> \u^e^^ ^^ ^^1 
inimo thready as is praaifcd '\tv^>3^^«^^'^'! 
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lowing anfwer. " Doft thou fuppofe that the 
orientals have no more greatnefs of foul and ge« 
nerofitj than the Franks, to whom the expence 
of an additional inmate is a heaVy burden? Were 
there a thoufand of you, I Qould afford you board 
and lodging, without any inconvenience." Sonni- 
ni was confequently neceditated to remain with 
his patient, according to his requed. 

His complaint was a violent eryfipelas, or St. 
4|^thony*s fire, which completely covered one fide 
^his bread. The afflided part appeared as if it 
had been burned, and the patient fufiered as much 
as he pofiibly could have done from the a^on of 
fire. He had for fome time been afHi6ted with 
this acute difeafe, and had vainly hoped for re* 
lief, from the (kill of the Italian miifionaries at 
Echmimm, who had been called in as phyficiani^ 
and had bled him repeatedly without e£fed. Son- 
nini, however, was more fiicccfsful, if not more 
ikilful, in his mode of treatment, as, at the expir- 
ation of ten days, he informs us, the Copt was 
completely cured. 

The recovered patient could not now ezpreft 
his joy and gratitude. The moft delicate atten- 
tions were lavifiied upon our author, and, previ- 
ous to their feparation, he fent by another CopC 
fome rouleaux of fequins, as a compenfation for 
bis phyfician*s trouble ; but Sonnini now refolved 
to retaliate for the haughty manner in which he 
had at fird been treated 3 he therefore returned 
the proffered reward to the bearer, defiring him 
to tell the mailer of the houfe, that a Frank ren- 
dered his fervices folely for the pleafure of com- 
forting or reJieving a feWow cTeaXxK^,^xvdMMLtfo 
^r from receiving any gtjat.vx\V^> V^ m«L^\»%^ 
-A/V geaerom hoft to accept oi % tii^ft xt\«,^^«^;v^ 
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return for his hofpitable treatment, es be could 
not poflibly endure the idea of living at the ex- 
pence of another. The telefcope was according- 
ly accepted, and Sonnini, at his departure left the 
Copt impreffed with a more favourable opinion 
of Europeans, than he had entertained at his ar- 
rival. 

In the plains of Tahta are to be feen the firft 
plants of the fpeciesof corypha, or fan palm-tree, 
which feems peculiar to tli|p tipper part of Egypt. 
Tl)is palm ihoots out feveral naked ftems, of a 
tolerable tbicknefs. They are annulated all their 
length, and their top is terminated and embelli(h< 
td with large palmate, fan-Oiaped leaves. The 
fruit, like that- of other palms, grows in clutiers. 
•' A clump of thcfe trees," fays our author, "pro- 
duces a fine etfe^, as, by difpofing their dems in 
tbe form of elegant vafes, nature feems to have 
taken a pleafure in enlivening, with their grand 
and beautiful afped, plains frequently fterilized, 
and always parched up by the rays of a burning 
fun.- 

Having procured fome fmall, antique i^ones, 
t^e engraving of which wp.s^not deRitute of me- 
rit, our author quitted l^hta, on the id of June, 
purfiiing a foutherly diredtion, upon the weftern 
bank of the Nile, which is here remarkable for 
its great (inuofities. Being tired of the heavy 
pace of the camels, and relying on the alfurances 
that he had received of the fafety of the ronds, 
he went on before with two of his companions, 
but when they flopped for ihe reft of the party, 
they 8id not make their appeaTaT\c^. \\ ^"sa 
therefore coaduded, that they bad \>ei«c\ ^W^0«.- 
ed and overpowered by a band o€ io>o>o^^*^ "^"^^ 
Mfter rpt^nding the greateft pari oi vVe ^^VJ 
Vol. XXIV. F ^^^v"^^^ 
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waiting' for them, Sonnini proceeded to a large 
village, called Souhaje, built near a quarter of a 
league from the bank of the river. » 

Here our traveller was cordially received, and 
hofpitably entertained by the ktafchef, wbofe ci- 
vilities, however, proved infufficient to tranquil- 
lize a mind that was violently agitated, by the 
decent miflupi ' and diftreffed at the lofs of the 
baggage, in a conntiy where a European is de« 
prived of every hope ff refourcc. 

Refuming ^is journey, the next morning, be- 
fore day-break, in order to crofs the Nile to Ech- 
mimm, which is fituated upon the eallem bank, 
Sonnini heard the agreeable news, from the maf- 
ter of the ferry-boat, that his companions and 
the camels had arrived there early on the preced- 
ing evening, as the camel drivers had conduced 
them thither, by a ihort and eafy route, while 
our author had given himfelf much unneceiTa- 
ry pain and trouble, by penetrating too far into 
the country. 

On his arrival at the town of Echmimm, Son- 
nini haftened to the convent of the Italian Hecol- 
le6ts of the Propaganda, where he found his com- 
panions, who had now began to grow uneafy 
about their leader, and were in fa6t juft refolving 
to rccrofs the river, in order to fearch for him. 
They told him that their reception at the monaf- 
tery had been both rude and inhofpitable, as it 
was not without many difficulties that the monks 
permitted them to repofe within the walls, and 
had afterwards intimated, that they muft provide 
themfelves with another lodging. Our traveller 
was received in a manner equaW^ iw^^. N^WtvVv^ 
entered the court, one of thecnoIvVLS,'wVlo>w?L^^^W 
'''^J^ in a gallery, pretended not to ^e.^ Vv\^, ^^^ 
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retired to his apartment. . Sonnini went up^ and, 
to ufe his own exprefiion, faw a complete monk* 
ifli puppy» whole delicate and florid complexion 
bore no marks of inconvenience from the heat of 
the fun ; his beard was nicely combed, and fym- 
metrically tapered, and his whole appearance an- 
nounced the mofl abfolute felf-love and unmanly 
vanity. '* My fun-burnt face," fays our author, 
"* appeared to ilartle him, and the wrinkles of ill 
humour furrowed his feminine forehead, while, 
with a look of difdain, he furveyed me from top 
to toe.'* Scarcely did thi$ coxcomical being deign 
to raife bimfelf from the fofa, on which he was 
jeclined ; yet he permitted the European to re- 
• main iianding before him, telling him at the 
fame time; that the community had received his 
haggage and attendants, and that nothing would 
be demanded in return for this ad of hofpi- 
tality. 

Inilead of making any reply to {o great an ex- 
ertion of benevolence, Sonnini prefented him 
with a letter from the fuperior general, at Cairo, 
who had recommended the ftranger to the atten- 
tion of thefe monks, in the following terms : 

y* the Right Reverend Father Gedeon of Ba^iera^ 
Frejtdent at Achm'mm, 

*' M. Sonnini, a naval officer in the fervice of 
the French king, having prefented himfclf to us, 
and explained to us his intention of travelling 
into Upper Egypt, in order to examine the anti- 
quities in that part of the country, M. Charles 
Magalon, a French merchant of Vh\% cvvsj , os^x 
welJ beloved friend, having a\fo ^v^Vecv Vo ns.%» ^^ 
the fame fahjeSt, I entreat you, ra^ tcNexc^^ ^"^^ 
ilfcrs, to ibow hina all the chaiivy^ cvn\\vv^^^>?^ 
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alliduities^ that your profeffion and feraphic po- 
verty will admit of; to dired him likewife^ that 
he may fulfil his intenrtions; to enable him to 
prefent himfelf to the chiefs of the Arabs^ for 
whom be has recommendatory letters from the 
fangiacks, Ihat he may receive from them every 
requisite aiRdance^ and that they may furniik 
him with guides^ &c. 

'* Hoping all this from your natural goodne(s^ 
and expeding a profperous ilTue^ I am always at 
your command; I recommend myfelf to your 
devotions; I embrace you with all my heart; 1 
give you my feraphic benedidion ; and am> 
*' Your reverence*s mod humble 
*' and moft devoted fervant, 
'f Brother Gervaisb D'Ermea^ Prefident.** 

«* Cairo, 12th March, 1778." 

The delicate monadic read the letter with a 
fmile of contempt, and then told our author, that 
he was not himfelf the fuperior, but would go 
and look for him ; his words and anions, howe- 
ver, accorded but badly, sls, without farther cere- 
roony, he turned himfelf round upon the fofa, 
and neither vouchfafed to fpeak to, or look at, 
the difgufled European again. 

Sonnini now went down into the court, where 
the baggage was thrown, and waited there till 
the afternoon, before his fervants could procure a 
lodging in the town ; during which time, neither 
the fuperior, nor any perfon belonging to the 
community, made their appearance. Upon quit- 
ting the convent, he fent them a patackc, as ra 
acknowledgment for his companion's lodging ;. 
tut tbey did not think proper lo caxt^ V\i«i\\ \\id* 
vjjjtjr fo far as to accept \U 
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From what our traveller could obfcrve of this 
monaAery, he conceived a high opinioo of it, 
not having feen fo handfonae a building for a 
confiderable time. £qually fpacioas and well 
conllruded, it might, indeed, be accounted a pa« 
lace, when compared to the furrounding dwell- 
ings of the natives. The employment of the mo- 
naftics, who have been juftly defcribed by Mr. 
Bruce, as ** men deftitute of knowledge and un- 
dcrftanding," is no other, than to deceive the cre- 
dulous and rob the opulent ; and from hence may 
be gathered a fufficient reafon for their brutality 
to Sonnini, viz. they were unwilling to expofe to 
the eyes of a European, a mode of life that mu(t 
inevitably have rendered them contemptible. 

If the houfes of £chmimm were built of better 
materials, the town might juftly be ftyled hand- 
fome, as the dreets are wide and draight, which 
is fcarcely ever the cafe in the towns of Egypt 5 
but their appearance is extremely gloomy, on ac- 
count of the unburned bricks, (imply kneaded 
with mud, and cemented with earthy that are 
employed in the archite6ture. Thofe, however, 
belonging to the higher clafs of natives, are half 
burnt. The walls are decorated with feveral 
rows of large, earthen pots, of different (izes and 
ibapes, which ferve as an afylum to pigeons. A 
pigeon-houfe is likewife to be feen on every ter- 
race^ in the form of a large, fquare tower. 

On the eadern (ide of the town is a chain of 
fleep and barren mountains, from which the heat 
of the fun is refleded fo ftrongly, as to be forae- 
times infopportable. On the 3d oi iwtiti»?i V\\rx« 
momcter, placed in tliQ ihade» tofe \.o "^^ ^^\'- 
The wind was t/ien at north-eaCt, bxxX. vYvokx^^^ 
bJew tirottg, it oaly JcrveA to inft^mci VXx^ ^^^ > ^J 
F 3 ^^' 
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the iatenfe degree of heat which it bad oontraft* 
ed in pa fling over the fandy plains. 

Remains of the ancient city of Panopolis« or 
Cheaimis^ are ftill to be feen to the eaftward of 
Echmimna, and near the walls of the modern 
,,town. Oar anthor there difcovered an enorraoui 
block of ftone, bearing on one of its fides a Greek 
infcription, which is, however, too much oblite- 
rated to be legible. A portion of this curious 
ftone is concealed in the ground > but that which 
appears above, is feventeen feet in length, eight 
and a half in breadth, and four in thicknefs. An 
excavation in the earth, beneath the uncovered 
part of the block, affords the facility of feeing 
the paintings with which that part of the furface 
is embellilhed.^ In the middle is a fphere, with 
tbe twelve figns of the zodiac. The colours are 
indeed Scarcely vifible, except an azure blue, 
which feems to have triumphed over time and 
devaftation. 

. A little farther are to be feen the ruins of an 
ancient edifice, but no part of the general plan 
can now be difiinguiihed. Large fiones exhibit 
the fragments of paintings and hieroglyphics; 
but all is overthrown^ and fadly mutilated. An 
ancient mofque is highly venerated by the Chrif« 
tians, who aifert, that it was formerly appropri- 
ated to the performance of their religion. The 
Copts affert, that it has fl:ood upwards of a thou- 
fand years} but this is certainly a mifiake, for 
though the edifice is confiderably dilapidated, 
and literally dropping into ruins, yet its condruc* 
t/on clearly announces, that it is not the work" 
mao/hip of a period when Wv\d\u^s ^&fe<i*. 
£arpn6ng foiidity. This tem^Xe \^ \at^^, -wci^ 
^as fcveral eotrances. The iuvcuoi ,\>^ ^-^'^^'^ ^ 
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all the Egyptian roofques, is an emptj, naked e 
dofure. The i'mall granite pillars, howeve 
which were taken from the ruins of Panopoli 
for its fupport^ are worthy a foreigner's obferva 
tion, and the periphery is lighted by a line o 
Gontigaous windows. 

The cultivated grounds, in the vicinity of £ch« 
mimna, are juilly celebrated for an abundant 
fertility. They produce the mod excellent corn 
in Bgypt, befides fugar-canes, and cotton, which 
ferves to fupply a manufadory of coarfe calicoes. 
Gardens, where a fine variety of plants grow be- 
neath the umbrageous fruit-trees, yield an abun- 
dant provifion for the tables of the natives, and 
atford a delightful retreat from the fcorching 
beams of the fun. The apples are here much 
faperior tothofe of Tahta, but water-melons are 
fmali^ and of an inferior quality. Among a pro- 
digious <)uantity of muik-roelons, our author ob« 
ijerved fome that were exceedingly large. Thefe 
imics do not alTume any regular form, being 
ibiBetimes round and fometimes oval; nor are 
bey by any means thick, though much elongat- 
d.Hke a large cucumber. They are held in high 
fiimation by the natives of Upper Egypt, not- 
ithiianding the infipidity of their pulp, which 
nders them much lefs agreeable and cooling to 
; thirfly palate, than good water-melons. 
Quitting £chmimm, on the ptb of June, Son- 
i and his companions crolTed over to the wef- 
\ bank of the Nile, in order to purfue their 
uey by land to Farfchout* During the whole 
ic day, the heat was fo inlen^t, 2iYv^ x^kv^ ^\x 
' wiih facb tiery clouds of d^^, \Vk^v.Nio!C^ 
wd cattle were in icnm\netit d2LXv^« oS. S.^^ 
'Oj and all fought a ftie\V« ^^^^^^^s 
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dreadful fufFering. Indeed the European feemed 
the only perfon who attempted to lead a compa- 
ny of men through the woods, in the middle of 
the day, as not a (ingle perfon was feen in the 
courfe of their painful and perilous march. 

Having made the tour of Girge, the capital of 
Upper Egypt, the travellers arrived, about five 
o clock in the afternoon, at the modern town of 
Bardis, iituated twenty-four miles fouth of Ech-- 
mimm, where Sonnini was received with much 
civility, by a wealthy inhabitant, to whom he 
had brought a letter from a Copt at Echmimm. 

From hence he proceeded to Farfchout, where 
is edablifiied another community of Italian Re- 
colle^s. He had carried them a (imilar recom- 
mendation to that which proved of fo little afe 
at- Echmimm, and he was anxious to fee whether 
it would have the fame effed. He, therefore, 
left his companions in the environs of the town, 
and proceeded to the houfe of the monks. A 
menial refufed him admittance, under pretence 
that the fuperior was afleep. Sonnini then de- 
fired him to take charge of a letter from the fu- 
perior-general 3 but even this reqneft was info- 
lently refufed. Our author, whofe patience was 
now quite exhautted, fnatched the letter from 
his hand, and difpatched a perfon in quefi of a 
lodgiog among the people of the town. Three 
hours elapfed, in a ftateiof uncertainty, while the 
meflenger was endeavouring to find an accom- 
modation, and the travellers were expofed to all 
the inconvenience of the heat and dull. Sonnini 
then requeued, by means of his interpreter, that 
the monks would at leaft po\u\. ov\l ?l Vvow^^ vci 
which he might retire. Tbe ^av^^noT \e.V\^\^t^. 
wv'/A th^ interpreter, and begged \i\t£v \.o tcv^V^ 
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fs of the oonvent; and Sonoini adds, that h 
fterwards met with the appearance of cMi, i 
ot difinttrefitd hofpitality. 
Although there were but two priefis in this re- 
igious houfe« there was room for a great num« 
icr, as the edifice is fpaciou8> handfome, and 
ommodious. Here our author met with a Chrif- 
ian merchant of Cairo, whom he had before feen 
t the Egyptian capital, in company with the 
idorious Murad Bey. This merchant now of- 
srjcd to introduce our author to the Sheich Der- 
ifch. Accordingly, the next day, they went to- 
ether to the houfe of the prince, which was 
inch inferior to that of the religious mendicants* 
rke iheick received our European with the nt- 
aoft politenefs, and made him many gracious of- 
ere, but f^rongly diiTuaded him from continuing 
is journey by land, on account of the great num- 
cr of robbers that infefted the road. 
Dervifch was the fon of an Arabic prince, 
med Ammam, celebrated in Egypt for his con- 
dion with Ali Bey. He was young and cor- 
^eot, and his countenance was highly expref- * 
' of mildnels and good humour. He was 
\er imprudently addicted to pleafure, but 
rwife, he was one of the moft affable and 
cable men of his nation. 
le little town, which is fubjed to his com- 
^ is fituated at the diflauce of ^:l miles from 
ile. It is ill confiruded, and bears the ap* 
ice of extreme wietchednefs. Between it 
\t river flands a town, called Basjoura, the 
cc of g kiafchof. The haiVjowx ol ^^^^ 
sees is at a fmall viWage c?\\«^ ^^^v. 
feems inclined to fuppoCc, \Vi2lV^>^^^'^^'^'^ 
upoQ Ciic iite of the ancveiut Kc^^<>^^J 
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in the vicinity of which there was a facred 
wood. This was the fecond city fo called, as 
there was another, of the fame name, that dood 
to the fouth of Sacarra, on the fpot now occa'* 
pied by Dafchour. 

Refolving to conform to the advice of theSheick 
Dervifch, Sonnini agreed with the mafter of a 
kanja, to carry him to the refidence of Ifmain- 
Abou-Ali J but, as he underftood that the navi- 
gation of the Nile might probably prove danger* 
ous, though more fecurethan thie roads, he left a 
part of his baggage with the monks of FarfcboaL 
He then bade adieu to the friendly (heick (who 
had given him feveral 'recommendatory letter! 
for other Arab (heicks, treated him with the moft 
didinguiihed refpedt, and finally, loaded his 
boat with all forts of provifions) and repaired to 
the banks of the Nile, in order to refume hii 
journey ; but, juft as the boatmen were going to 
put off, a fubordinate Mameluke, who com- 
manded at Sahet, obliged both our author and his 
companions to come out of the boat, while all 
the baggage was carried on Ihore. Sonnini ex- 
erted himfelf to oppofe the fcizure ; but the fa- 
vage M<»meluke, who was furroanded by feveral 
foldiers, would hearken to nothing. He affirmed, 
thnt the boat was for the fervice of the kiafchef, 
and proteiied that no one fhonld change its def- 
tination. Sonnini then ihowed him the letters 
of the beys, but he only replied with contempt 
to their contents, and aiured the European, that 
he laughed at all the beys who commanded in 
Cairo, while he was poffeffed of the government 
at Snhet. 

Finding all attempts, to tedwee \.\v\^w^^'w\.\.^ 
rcafon, entirely fraitlcCs, out XxaNtW^t ^exw it* 
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camels, to carry back his efTefis to Farfchout ; 
but while tbey were loading, theinfolentMame- 
lake called the interpreter afide, and ofTered to 
let Sonnini have the boat, on condition of his 
paying a fequin. To this propofal he received 
for anfwer, that he fhould not have a (ingle me- 
dine, let him a6t as he pleafed. He now gradu- 
ally abated his demand^ till at length he begged 
our author to make him a prefent of a quarter of 
a patacke, which was accordingly agreed to, in 
order to avoid a longer delay -, and the vile ilave 
received this paltry fum, as the value of an avanie 
whi^h he had impo(bd, and calculated, in pro- 
portion to the importance of his government. 

In confequence of this delays-it was impofhble 
for the travellei-s to commence their voyage, till 
the enfuing morning ; they therefore paffed the 
night in the boat, oppoQte to Sahet. The kiaf- 
chef having heard of the iropolition of his fubal- 
tero, fent him a fliarp reprimand, and a poiitive 
order to return the money he had extorted. He 
accordingly came, and apologifed for his condud, 
afcribing the whole tranfaSion to the efiedt of 
inebriety. Sonnini accepted his fubmifiion, and 
generoudy added the afore-mentioned coin to his 
frtt forgivenefs. 

Next morning the travellers quitted the iliore 
of Sahet, (after a long altercation with the reis, 
or boat-mafter, who, in imitation of the petty of- 
ficer, had begun to fet up his claims), and met 
with feveral rafts, formed of melons, that were 
driving down the Nile. This fruit is very com- 
mon in Thebais j and, in order to Cave vVv^ Vtov:^^ 
of]oadingit in boats, the naUve* taiVei \\.Vk\v^ 

rafta, which Boat extremely weU, arvdcNeiT-^ ^\e.cft. 

of which is deiigned for conCuvn^v\ou, "^V^^^^ 
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thefe raffg have only to cr#ft a fWet, thef nf€ 
conftro^d on a fmail fcale^ and afd contc^ed, 
by a iingle rwimmer, to the oppofitfc baDk ; bat 
when they are defign^d for a long paflage, they 
are made larger, and nre towed along by a boal^ 

At fome diftance above Sabet^ our anthor di(- 
covered a crocodile, the firft that he had feeo \h 
Egypt. It lay tnottonlefs in the ooiddle of tho 
Areani \ its head alone appearing above th^ fdr* 
face of the water. "Higher np the river, thefa 
dreadful animals become riiore common, and are 
juftly dreaded by the inhabitants of tho adjadent 
country, who, in fome places, are compelled (6 
make a fence of flakes and faggots in the river^ 
in order that the women, who go to draw water, 
may not hav« their legs bitten off by the croc<H 
diles. 

The travellers now flopped, near a fnulH vil- 
lage, which, under the barbarous denomination 
of Hon, indicates the lite of Diofpolis, called Di- 
ofpolis Parva, to diflinguifh it from two othef 
ancient Egyptian cities of the fame name. Heaps 
of rubbiih, large bricks, and larger ftones, the 
remains of a dike, and an arcade, that forms an 
entrance to a fubterraneous conduit, are now the 
fole veftiges of the ancient works. 

From hence our author proceeded to the vil- 
lage of Kafr Effaid^ (ituated on the eaftern bank 
of the Nile, in one of the fpots which the rocky 
mountains leave open to cultivation and the re- 
fidence of man. There paflTed near this place 
feveral flocks of birds, among which Sonnini dif- 
tJnguifhed egrets, aquiline vultures, cinereous 
collared plovers, and a fpedes o^ Vx^r^^^, ^\\vc^ 
by their mournful cry at\^ A^ltVl v^vxvcv^^^, twK^ 
be rather fald to faddea, iViau cYvt^t aVw^. ^^ V 
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tiaa towns. Thefe kites remain motionlefs, in 
large flocks, during a part of the day, on tlic 
brink of the river, moft probably to watch for 
fuch fiflics as may chance to approach them. 

The wind faa?ing proved contrary, the travel- 
lers experienced a delay of feveral hours; but, to- 
wards evening, a favourable gale enabled them 
to rcfume their vo>age. The approaching night, 
however, obliged them to ()op at a fandy iHaiKl, 
bvlow which the Nile forms a great finuofity, and 
the dream undermines the weftern bank in fuch 
a manner, as to occafion the frequent falls of 
enormous bodies of earth. The kanja had hap- 
pily cle^ured thcfe dreaded maifes, and our author 
was congratulating himfelf upon having efcapcd 
fo great a danger; but he foon found himfelf ex- 
pofed to it again, in the moft difagreenble man- 
ner, through the inattention of the mariners. 

The matter of the boat and his failors were 
repofiog on the fand, after having faftpned the 
kaoja to the bank, and Sonnini had retired, to 
obtain a little fleep, when the boat, not having 
been properly fecured, broke adrift, and was car- 
ried rapidly down the flream. This accident 
was not perceived, either by the Egyptians on 
ihore, or the travellers on board, as all were 
equally fatigued, and completely overpowered 
by deep, till the velfel, after floating at the mercy 
of the current, for the fpace of a full league, 
firuck with a violent crafh againlt the mofl dan- 
gerous part of the bank. 

Awakened by this terrific (hock, Sonnini and 

his attendants foon perceived ihc\T c\\ut'a\ ^\\.\x- 

ztlons Driven back by a fteep ai\d ?\mo^ V^* 

peadicular (horcj and impeUed lo^2^^ds W Vv^ >>^^ 

Kffl/eoce of the ^rcam, the boat wvxs \\xxv\^^^;j 
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every diredion, and driklng again (I the bs 
in fuch a manner as to incur the greateft dan 
of an immediate wreck ; while the darknefs 
the nighty the dreadful found occaiioned by 
fall oi: detached pieoes of the batik, and 
alarming motion of the boat, united to depi 
and agitate the minds of the European and 
companions. 

As, however, there was do (iroe to lofe, S 
nini placed himfelf at the helm, and encourai 
his inexperienced failors to exert themfelves w 
the oars, which they accordingly did, and for 
nately extricated themfelves from the furf, j 
as an enormous mafs of hardened mud fell i 
the water, with a degree of violence, that a 
indifputably have fent them all ;to the bottom 
they had remained a few minutes longer in ti^ 
dangerous (ituation. 

Croffing over to the oppofite bank, they r 
faHened the kanja as fecurely as poQible, in 
der to wait till the approaching morning (ho 
difcover where Ihey were ftationed, and ena 
them to find the Egyptian mariners. The n 
wer« foon difcovered, as, on their firft mifl 
the boat, they had fwam over the river, with 
expedatioii of gaining feme tidings of their > 
fel and palTengers. On their approach, Sonni 
companions refolved to revenge, in fome meafi 
the peril to which they had been expoled, j 
accordingly faluted them with feveral bio 
The' reis, who was a little behind, took to 
heels, at the noife of his fuffering crew, an( 
was then impoflible to catch him. Next mc 
ing- he was obferved fiUingb^ \\\e T\N^\>^dft 
/ront of a fmall village, TVve \.\?L\fc\\e\^ ^ci: 
^'^J^Iy landed, in order to laVe Vuu o^\)^w 
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he was ftill foappreheniive of a well-merited cor- 
Te€dou, that he again took to flight. Some of 
pur author's companionSj however, were dif- 
patebed in purfuit of him, and he was at la(i 
brought, or more properly fpeaking, carried back 
to the kanja, which once more fet lail, and. fa- 
voured by a firong north-eaft ^ind, arrived, on 
the evening of the 17th, at Dendera. 

Tentyris, orTentyra, was formerly a celebrated 
Egyptian city, the capital of ihenome, ordcpartr 
ment of Tentyritus, and greatly renowned for it;) 
peculiar fplendor. Temples were there eredted 
to I(is and Venus, and the city itfelf was of 
great et.tent j but what rendered it moft remark- 
able was, the enmity of the inhabitants to croco- 
diles, and the continual war which that people 
waged againd thefe horrid animals. It is faid, 
that, the Tentyrite purfued the crocodile into the 
water, leaped upon his back, and ran a flick into 
his mouth, by means of which he brought him 
to the iliore, and then, put him to death. 

The large village, now eredcd near the ruins 
of Tentyris, has preferved nothitig of the mag- 
nificence of the ac^cient city, but the name of 
Dendera, which, in fome meafure, recals to mind 
the antiquity of its origin. It is (ituated on the 
weflern fide of the Nile, at the extremity of a 
beautiful and fertile plain, where the orchards 
produce an abundance of fine oranges, lemons, 
grapes, figs, and pomegranates, and a noble fo- 
refl of palms and fruit- trees, mentioned by the 
ancients, affords a moft charming degree of cool- 
nefs, in fo fcorching a country. li*it^<\«^ ^^^ 
the drcamjaccDt country are under 1\\^ ^okx\\\v\^^ 
of an Arabic prince, who beaia tVie uxXe o^ ^^^^ S 
JteJs, however, tributary to tUe b<£^^ ^^ ^"^^^ 
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Our author waited upon this ruler, whofe houfe 
was eKtremdy mean, the furniture wretched, 
and his drefs, like that of his fubjeds^ confifted 
only of a long, black robe ; he was, in fad, onlj 
to be diftingui(hed from the other in habitants of 
the village by his turban, yet the qualities of hit 
mind made an ample compenfation for the po- 
Tcrty of his appearance, and his good fenfe wis 
greatly fuperior to that of the generality of Egyp- 
tian governors. 

Having delivered his recommendatory letters 
from the beys, and from the Arabic fheick Der* 
vifch, our traveller experienced a very gracious 
reception, and was much delighted v^th th« 
emir's nrbanity and agreeable converfation. The 
ridiculous notion, commonly entertained by the 
natives of Egypt, refpe^ting the motive of Euro- 
peans* refearehes, was treated with proper con- 
tempt by this man, who kindly offered to cdn- 
dud his gueft to the ruins of Tentyris, and (oa 
one of the AraVs afking, for what purpofe Son- 
nini had vifited the country, and why he wi(hed 
to examine thofe veftiges of antiquity), he gave 
a fhrewd and fcnfible anfwer, that was well cal-» 
culated to overturn the abfurd prejudices of bar- 
barians againft an inquifitive traveller: "You 
are totally ignorant of the matter," faid the emir, 
" and probably are not aware that the anceflors 
of the Franks were once in pofTeflion of all our 
country; and that it is out of refped to their fore- 
fathers that they quit their native country, in 
quefl of drawings and fragments, which ferve to 
rewind them of their ancient power.** 
JVext morning our aullaot V\^v^^ \.V\^ ^le of 
Tentyris, which is little more xViari ^ c^w^t^^t ^^ 
S Jeagae from the prefcnt \V\\a^G oi l^'ttvek^^. 
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Here he was met by. the (>riDce, who kindly undei 
ook to guide him in peribn, and to point out fuel 
>bje^8 as had been copied by the pencil of for* 
ner travellers, and the fpots where they had dug 
ip the ground. He even propofed to have any 
)lace dug up that Sonnini wiQied ; but as this 
)peration, performed in hafle and at random, 
night have drawn our author into fome difputc, 
vithout proving of the leaft utility, hjc politely 
leclined the offer. The emir then told him, 
hat the peafants, who fuppofed the Franks to 
lave found a great deal of gold among the ruins 
lad alfo employed their time in digging, but had 
bund their expedations fadly difappointed. 

Amidil a large fpace of ground, completely 
:overed with ruins, and attefiing the magniti- 
:ence of ancient Tentyris, Sonnini faw one of 
he mod beautiful monuments of ancient Kgypt, 
'hich had alike withdood the decaying influ* 
ice of time and the fatal demon of barbarous 
'firudion. It was a temple dedicated to Jfis, 
tire, and in good prefervation ; its form is an 
^ong fquare, and its condrudion is of white 
les, taken from the adjacent rocks. The 
▼th of the facade is upwards of one hundred 
thirty- two feet. A little below the corona, 
)e middle of the cornice, is a globe, fopport- 
y the tails of two fiOies. The great veitibule 
lained by columns of twenty-one feet in cir« 
erence. Their capitals are of a (ingle piece> 
'prefcnt broad faces, placed oppolitc to each 
on a feliooned drapery. Above them are 
blocks, that projedt, beyond iVv^ ^%\«^'i\ 
ve fome re/embJance to panneVa. TVic'vcv- 
^the edifice is divided into fcNti\«\ ^v«^^* 
"nbeJUnied with hierogV\l?\i\c% atv^^^y^^*, 
G 3 "" 
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bolical fignres. The exterior walls are likewiie 
charged with them in fuch profulion, that many 
years would be. required to obtain an accurate 
copy of them, if a draughtfmaD were even fla- 
tioned on the fpot. 

The ceiling of part of the temple it finely 
painted, in frefco^of a brilliant azure colour, like 
Ibatwhich adorns, in a clear day, the fplendid cano- 
py of heaven. The figures in relievo, with which 
thjs ground is interfperfed, have been painted/ofa 
beautiful yellow, and thefe paintings, at the Ex- 
piration of fome^houfands of years, adually pof- 
lefs a degree of brilliancy which totally eclipfes 
the beft colours of a modern artid. The two 
fides of the temple are above two hundred and 
fifty- four feet ip length ; the depth is a hundred 
and ten feet eleven inches ; the roof is fiat, and 
formed of large fiones, many of which are eigh- 
teen feet long and fix broad. Owing to the ac- 
cumulation of fand, and the heap of rubbifh be- 
hind this noble edifice, the foil is raifed to a level 
with the roof, which may confequently be exa- 
mined from thence with facility, though the ele- 
vation of the facade is ftill feventy ftet above the 
ground. The inhabitants of the diftrid, avail- 
ing themfelves of this fituation, had built a vil- 
lage upon the very top of the temple, as upon a 
more folid foundation than the muddy earth, ox 
inconfiant fands. At the period of our author's 
travels, however, this modern village was defert- 
«d, and its ruins, of indurated mud, formed a 
firiking contrad with the fplendid remains Qf 
the ancieni city of Tentyris. 
A fetthment of a race of \iaT\iSimT\^ rcvwft, of 
iJeceHity, have proved fataV Xo 21 movvximtxiV 
^IiJch they profaned by that ^vtCewc^ tv\o\^ vVi«^ 



ihey bnrdened it with their cootemptible cabini 
All the figaresj that were within their reach, an 
either destroyed or fhamefully injured, while 
thofe of the ceiling, and on the top of the walls> 
have been fpared, from the impoliibility of get- 
ting at them. 

Thefe, however, have not been the only peo* 
pie who have diverted themfelves with deftruc- 
tion, and triumphed- in the mutilation of the 
moft beautiful objeds $ they were affiled in 
their barbarous rage by the tiioops of Cairo, who 
were frequently fent into Upper Egypt, by the 
commands of a fanguinary and ufurping Mame- 
luke. Thefe foldiers often attempted to level 
the temple of 1 6s with the ground, by firing bul- 
lets and cannon balls againftit in feveral parts. 
By this flupid and fcandalous pradice, the admi- 
rable ceiling, already mentioned as retaining fuch 
brilliant colours, was materially injured ; but the 
fblidity of the building, which had fo long with- 
flood the ravages of time, baffled the efforts of 
gnorant ferocity. 

Upon the fubje^ of thefe deva Rations, the 
mir fpoke with evident regret, while h^ inform- 
1 our author of the Mameluke's march through x 
8 little date. ' This prince went, one day, on 
ard Sonqini*s boat, having fent before him baf- 
ts of all forts of fruit that the country afford- 
among which were feme delicious figs, ex- 
ent grapes, apricots, and pomegranates. He 
wife prefented him with fome. medals, eme- 
9, and other fragments of antiquity, that are 
nonly found among the r\\m% o^TccvV^xw. 
turn for this generous bebavvowc, ^\!ix\>xi\ 
d the emns acceptance of a {o^Vvw^-V^«5^^» 
fmall dock of gunpowder, viVacXx* «^^« 
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many rcfufals, were gracioufly received, and efti- 
mated (o highly, that our author was immedi- 
ately fupplied with a number of iheep, apdothec 
provifions, for his voyage, as a fmall compenOi- 
lion. 

On the evening of the igth, the travellers were 
obliged to maintain a (lri& watch in their boat» 
as fome robbers were difcovered on the banks of 
the Nile, who evidently defigned to commence 
an attack. Sonnini was awakened from a found 
ileep, by the rooft dreadful outcries, as the Egyp- 
tian boatmen, perceiving the robbers approach 
them, began to bellow out with all their might, 
as the only expedient for their defence.. The 
amazed European could not poffibly divine the 
caufe of the uproar, nor could he, for fome time, 
obtain any information from his companions, 
who were endeavouring, by a liberal di(tribution 
of blows, to (ilence the clamorous Tailors. At 
length, however, their exertions were crowned 
with fuccefs, and a difcharge of mulketry foon 
rid them of their troublefome vifiters. 

Next day our author quitted Dendera, and pro- 
ceeded to the village Abnoub, fituated about five 
leagues to the fouthward of Dendera, upon the 
eaftern bank of the Nile, and belonging to the 
Arabic (lieick, Ifmain-Abou-Ali. About three 
leagues higl^er up, upon the oppofite bank, lies 
a confiderable village, called Ballas, under the 
dominion of the fame prince, and celebrated for 
the great quantity of earthen pots that are there 
manufactured. Thefe vefl'els, which have no 
other name than tha^ of thei^village where they 
are made, are of a aiiddVing Ciue, Axvd have two 
haadlcs. Their bottom is luleTnaWN coun^^ilA^^- 
xjimating nearly in a point. TVivs fti2LV^> v\xwi^ 
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CKtremely fncoavenienty was that of the amphora 
nfed by the Romans. It feems to have been per- 
^tn^tcd in Bgypt from the moft remote anti< 
qoity. 

In thefe parts of Upper Egypt, may be fre- 
qnently feen* whole diftri^s^ upon the bank of the 
river, completely covered with water-melons. It 
it, id fad:, in this fituation, that this frutt acquires 
the refrigerant and high-flavoured pulp, which, 
beneath the influence of a burning fky, reYiders 
it fo afefal and acceptable an article of nutrri- 
cnent. 

On the 22d a dead calm precluded the navi- 
gation of the kanja to Neguade (which lies to 
the weft of the Nile) till the afternoon, although 
the travellers bad quitted Ballas at day-break, 
and the two places were only three leagues dif- 
tant from each other. 

Neguad^ is, in fad, bat a large village, al- 
though it has been honoured with the name of a 
nty. The population confifts of Copts and a 
ew Catholics, among whom fome degree of af^ 
uence is diffiafed, by their manufadures of blue 
'ftripe^ cloths, of which they make an article 
'trade. Neguade is like wife the refidence of 
Coptic bifhop ; a Catholic vicar, who ftudicd 
* fome time at Upme $ and two haughty recol- 
U, who are lodged fumptuouily, and whofe 
pbic pride too often wounds the unlettered 
indigent, whom they are appointed to in- 
6t and confole, by the mild influence of re- 
in. 

aring the night of our authot'*N\^X.,^^Nfcvcw* 
ants of Neguade were ^teaVV^ ?Nax\afc^% 
ue (bockfi of an earthquaVe, 'w\i\eVi> ^^• 
r fo report, were cquaWy IB^^^^^^^'J^i^^ , 
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Tahta ; and in the latter place was feer 
teor, fimilar in appearance to a rainbow 
the atmofpbere was literally obfcnred t 
vapours and terrific volumes of.duft. 

Next morning Soonini continued hii 
but tbough be was only nine leagues 
from Luxor^ and the wind was favours 
could Dot reach it that day> on aecouni 
frequent finuofities of the Nile, which 
the paflage, and render it extremely troul 
As the travellers were now in a part of t 
much infefled by robbers, it was impo 
land upon either ibore. Sonnini tberefo 
ed the kanja to be anchored in the verj 
of the ftream. 

A large done ferved as an anchor, anc 
made of the bark of a palm-tree, was fat 
it, as a cable. During the night, an expe 
mer approached cautiouflv* and withou 
but he was immediately dilcovered by thi 
who, by a mufket-diot^ obliged him to 
precipitate retreat. 

At day-break, on the 24th, our autboi 
at the village Luxor, built on tiie ruin 
cient ThebeSj upon the eaftern bank of t 
He was there informed, that the Arabii 
Ifmain-Abou-Ali, was encamped at an 
village, from whence he defigned v 
through all his eflates. Sonniiii ace 
made the bed ufe of his time, in order 
take a man whofe power and interefl 
fuch great repute. 

On his arrival at the camp, he was in 

io the. prince, whom he fouuA \vx a \«^t\t., 

op in a (hahby^ great coat, v/KicYv \\e v>: 



IK EGYPT. 71 

lis eccentric being, who was extremely ugly, 
ite infirm, and much advanced in years, had 
i foppery to dye bis beard red with henn6, to 
3ceal the confpicnous (igns of his approaching 
folution. This, however, only ferved to ren- 
r htm ^i\\ more difguding, as the fiery hue of 
i henn6 produced a very difagreeable efre6t up- 

bis wan and wrinkled face. But if his per- 
I was unfightly and debilitated, his head was 
md, and bis underfianding perfeftly clear. 
i was furrounded by a multitude of Arabs and 
labitants, to whom be lifiened with attention, 
lile at the fame time he dilated to his fecre* 
ies, ilTued out bis orders, and pronounced 
igment with admirable precifion and prefence 
mind. 
When he had finiflied his mod urgent bufinefs, 

noticed our author, and afked, in a rather dry 
ic^ who he was. Sonnini drew near, and pre- 
ited to him the letter of Murad Bey. As fooa 

be bad perufed it, he loudly applauded the 
Lention of his friend, who bad fent him a phy- 
ian, of extraordinary JkilL He then began to 
sntion a variety of complaints to which he was 
bje6t; but in the end Sonnini found that he 
pe^ed to be redored to all the drength and vi- 
city of youth, in as miraculous a way as fable 
fcribes. the redolefcence of ^fon. In order 
at no time fbould be led in an affair of fucb 
iportance, the fbeick determined that his doc- 
r (hotild accompany him in his vifit to the ef- 
tet; and that he would, upon the road^ tsik^ 
e needful redoratives. 

hhcr an explanation of his \titctv\\oTv^, ^^ 
ac0 re fumed his bufinefs; wV\\\e ^cK\«vtvv xci- 
dJnta the jbadc of a thicket olt ttce^* ^Y^^x^ 
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he was immediately furrounded bj the fort oi 
people who, in Africa, as well as in Eorope, at- 
tach themfelves to the favourites of the great 
The traveller was entertained with a fumptaoni 
dinner^ daring which he was not ivithout both 
fpedators and flatterers^ and he had confequient- 
iy a fine opportunity of playitfg the man of con- 
iequence; but his thoughts wore employed upon 
a different fubjed, and the duty wnich Ifmaio 
had impofed on him fat heavy upon his mind. 
He wi(hed io evade a delicate and dangerous of- 
fice» to which he was itiadequate, and accord- 
ingly^ while the prince indulged himfelf aftet 
dinner with his ufual nap> Sdnnini availed him- 
ielf of the moment^ to return to tho houfe of a 
Catholic Copt, at Luxor. The prince^ howevefj 
on awaking, cried out, with all his mighty where 
is the dodor? where is the dodor? and a maf- 
ienger was immediately difpatched to Luxor, to 
tell the European, that, as hp had been fent by 
Murad £ey, on purpofe to attend the fheick, If* 
main, he was now become his phyfician, and mufl 
by no means think of quitting him. This mef« 
fage was accompanied with an abundance of pro- 
viiions, as a prefent from the iliudrious and 
whimfical patient. 

Sonnini acknowledges that he now found him- 

ielf greatly embarrafled, knowing that it was nc 

ceflary to come to a discilion, and yet was aware 

of the imprudence of a refufal to Ifmain*s wifhei. 

Hoping, however, to gain time, he returned for 

anfwer, that he was ready to follow his gitat 

f'oiployer, but that he reqnefted permiiiion t» 

take fome repok in Ncg;uad€, uU^vtv?\xi ^o^d 

commeace his progrcfs. TV\w xw^t.^ ^^'fc vb 

^^d/9tHjr j:rantcd, and a n»t\xxw ot^« ^:«««fe 
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led to Ifmaiit*! attendjat at N<gtiad€; that 1 
might fupply the European with ever/ thing h 
cx>uld want or delire. Sonnini deemed it advifa 
ble to depart imoMdratel/, at a mark of refped 
iDd accordingly fet out for N£guad£, where ha 
hoped to fiod fome means of avoiding the danger* 
ona honour of being acknowkdged phjficiaa to 
an Arabian coarL 

. Oa the 27th of June» being the day after Son* 

nini*a arrival, a Catholic Copt, belonging to Roba> 

aiked him to meet the foperior, whom he had in* 

Tited to dioner. Next day they crolfed the Ni1e» 

aody 00 their reaching the oppofite bank, tbejT 

foilod horfea waiting to convey them to Koutf. 

This town» which is the refidencc of a kiafcbef, 

k filuated oppofite to Neguad6, bat half a league 

more to the northward. It is fuppofed by D'An^ 

ville to (land upon the fite of the ancient city 

^poUiota Parva, which Antoninus, in his Itin^ 

ary, fimply calls Vious Apollinis, or the.Villagt 

f Apollo. The only antique mooument there 

) be feen, is the front of a fmall temple, dedi-" 

ted to the fun. Its breadth is about thirty 

\t, and its form is that of a redangular paral* 

)gram; the greater part of it is buried in fand 

\ robbifh, and the remainder is only ten ot 

Ive feet above the fur face of the ground. 

walls have been formerly embelliflied with 

riety of figures and hieroglyphics, but thefe 

ow effaced by the dedroytng tooth of Time» 

the barbarous fuperdition of the inhabit* 

Neither is it now poffible to diflingaifli 

irt of the Greek infcriptioi\% Vt^cfc^ xx^woi 

^izcM, one of which was co^\e^ V>^ \.^ask% 

f, and the other by.Granf^ \u VI'M* 
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eyfeifi ^urrivcnar. Koot* ^Solne aifi> go lO'BiiA 
o£. iayhig{iti|; a flock'- of escdlciit coffeos; I 



fttoh.U ;froi|i<piie of iheff phnea^ attwiio»4lL 
basreaclieif Cairo it ia roixed^iiw the nuidcot 
ilieA^dtt»; ^itU^cowdoii.iWcft Io4iaaMoBghe;- 

. M Afesandria /it umittgoci a. iccond naahrtmi; 
«ad;;ob itaez(k)rtai^ toMarfbillea^ it leUaMttr 
/^ito'be. ooce mote adulimtedy^ tlilit'liia' 
{Meteoded Mocha co^Tee, ;foid to^the Frenetic .fa 
fFeqf3ttti\y*no other than the produce of thelflMI 
India colonies^ mingled i with a third, and fdp' 
dom ^ith an equal part« of the genuine Yeoseii 
coffee; ' '- • .' 

* t Having txpreffed *to Mallum Po^or, the Ot-< 
tbolic C^pt, a wiih to vifit the coafls of tha 
Red Sea, our author obtained the promife ofa 
^cure cottdisA to Cofleir; but as it was iildt£> 
penfibly requiiite that he fhould firil fee thtf 
Iheick Ifmain, at Neguad6/in compliance with 
his own propofal, he returned thither with his 
travelling companion, after having experienced 
the utmoft civilities and attention at Koos. 
. Durins^ the Hay that Sonnini was obliged to 
fMlce at K6guad£, he employed his time in col^ 
le^ng fuch obfervations as feemed beft calcu* ' 
Jated to afford an exad knowledge' of the^coun* 
tries in which he then relided: and his firft es* ^ 
quiries feem to have been direded towards the 
feriiUty of the lands in Upper jEgypt, an imports ^ 
sni point, that in all aj^^ta taa| a£toT^t^%XL um^W 

^abjcd fen adouration. 
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Itmtifl indeed be confrired, that in this, as i 

ery thing elfe, which deviates from the com 

911 track, the lovie of the marvelloas has blend- 

fome ejiaggerated affertions with the (imple 

ithj yet the foil is certainly the moft produc<< 

fe of any that has yet been difcovered upon the 

loy-peopled globe. A crop of corn^ upon a 

mmon average, yields from twenty-five to thir* 

for one, and it is neceflary to obferve, that it 

not here meant to count the number of grains 

nUined in an car, produced from a (ingle feed; 

it our author fpeaksof theentireharveil,of the 

ifs of corn that it furnifhes in a given diftri^, 

that each meafure fown, yields a crop of from 

'enty-five to thirty meafures. In fuch years as 

ove particularly favourable, the land laid down 

corn will yield a produce of fifty for one. 

r fome time previous to Sonnini's travels, the 

tivators had complained heavily of their fcanty 

ps, and yet, during thefc feafons, which they 

(idef ed as times of dearth, the land bad pr6- 

•d twenty for one. 

his furprifing fertility is flill more brilliant 
e fouth, than in the north of Egypt, hi 
ice of every kind is more luxuriant, and, 
th(ianding the heat of the fun, refle6tfd 
the maifes of furrounding rocks, it is ihad- 
a greater number of fruit trees, that main- 
falubrious coolnefs, and yield a charming 
to the weary and exhaufted traveller. 
ufivc of the vegetative ftrength of the 
n foil, one of the caufes of fuch abundant 
, is the manner in which iVie t\?i\\n«."^ tow 
o. The fower walks behind xVv^ ^\w\^% 
8 in the fmall furrow, madeYi^ vV\^V\^^- 
1 portion of grain baxeVy tiece^^^^J. 
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^hicb is properly covfSfA hi trscing ■ fcoond 
furrow. By this method tbere is no waftc of ib« 
corn, but *he ftalki> arranged ip drills and at fijit- 
abif! di fiances from c:ich oihcr^ t^tAy receive th« 
impr^Uions of the fun and of ih^ air, and ara 
peitber qt^niioed nor ftnoitierrd, br iji frequ^atlj; 
the cafe in Europe. The grains likewirc, wiiii, 
V^hich they, are hlitd, Toon become ^ucnp ani' 
fill*, nor ever prove difeafed or aportive* J^ci-* 
XUer arc ttje Egyptian fields overrun with wcfJtf 
\vhicb, in other conntrifts, are a cruel ft:Qurgc tft 
the harveft. The corn n fovrn mue as it U rfftpt. 
e(l^ nor iff it, mi jL^ ia'tbo f9fl^ o^d wiib difffV** 
fnt (brU of, grain, whi^))» Qot ripeaiiig «| thi 
Vme doHS, tbopgh qf tJM.fpciMi gf nos^ oao ]fM4 
^o^bing but a imi|btur9^.(^$^t,^Qqi}aily «Dpro4»(h 
five to %\xi9 bs^itt^nimuis f^^ unprofitabljp totl^, 

fields, clothed with Aich laiLuriaot h'arvffli, 
^onot f^il tp attrad gr^nivorous birds. Floeki 
of pigeons and pairs of turtle dores frequsntrjF 
alight in them ; and fparrows popOantly aittm* 
^le there, jo the vicinitj^pf the habiiationa. The 
f reded lark never forfakei^ ibis fertile foil, thoBgll 
1} is fy taoch annoyed by (be exceQive beat, thai 
ijts reipiratioD is evidently di£BcMh, and, ib thi 
middle of tbe, day, it m^j b^ fe^n with an tx* 
tooded b»U and cqovulfcd brcaft, a^ua^y gafpi 
ing for fuSiciftnt b|r<^at^ to fyvfi it from^onibikh 
tlon. ;^ 

^wartoaof winded infe^ ierviYig for food to 
fwallows, thefe birds never 4)utt a clicsate fo hit. 
rogr^Ue to their habits ao4 fu^port. The Bgyp)i'» 
sns give them an Arabic ftfiyoXUVvc^t^) ^\!kvcb ao* 
fwcr9 to^tbstt €}£ the bWdl ot VwatXvfe. Kxwi^Mfc^ 
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rts of the coantry^ by the name of the'wa^ 
it, 18 no longer to be found in the fouther 
oirinces; but fmall flocks of ravens are occafi 
lally feen. 

The mod nanaerous and troublefome among 
e infers, which infeft thefe countries, are flies, 
hich cruelly torment both men and animals. 
is iropollible to form a juft idea of their oblli* 
te perfeverance, when they wifb to faflen upoa 
y particular part of the body ; as, when they 
e driven away, they return and fettle in the fame 
oment, and their pertin«icity tires out the moft 
itient fufferer. They particularly delight in faff- 
ing upon the corner of the eyes and the edge of 
e eyelids, to which tender parts they are attraded 
a (light humidity. Sonnini obferved a fpecies, 
rather a variety, of thefe infects, flriped with 
)wn and grey, and refembling the common fly, 
\y they were confidcrably fmaller. They are 
imonly feen on the whiteft part of the walls, 
he interior of the houfes, but are feldom on 
wing, and rarely annoy either men or ani- 

beautiful fpecies of ichneumon fly, with a 
weapon at the extremity of the body, alfo 
s the houfes of Upper Egypt. It fhines 
the mod brilliant colours, its head is of a 
ful emerald green, and the corfelet and 
Y re of a glidening purple hue. 
great humble bee, or the bee with a ycl- 
•fclet, is here commonly feen. It may be 
in its flight, by a loud and continual butr 
't is alfo found in Lower ¥.«^^v^ > ^>o\>tv\t\ 
1 it daring the fumme.t tnorvvVi^ %x ^o^* 
t it does not continue V\iW^^^^*^^^^ 
ment of the wiulcr. » ^ ^^s^ 

H3 •"^ 
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A pfettjr fpecies of wafps is likcwifc eommoo 
ID tbefe parts of Egypt. Thefe infers are about 
tqn lipes in length, baving two large eyes, aod 
three fmall points, upon the top of the bead^ 
plaoed in the form of a triangle -, the fore-part 
gf the head is of a lively yellow, with a trianga- 
lar fpot of the fatne colour between the antenni^ 
or feelers, which have alfo a light (hade of yellow 
^t their bafe; the antennae are purple in the re- 
mainder of their length ; the reft of the head, the 
wrfelet and the thighs are purple^ the whole of 
tike legs are of a brownlih grey, with black 
claws ; the upper furface of the wings yellowii))^ 
and the under furface grey. 

The firrt articulation of the belly is of a bright 
black, bordered with a fine yellow ; this border 
is terminated by a fmall line, which refembles xh$ 
purefl gold ; the fecond is entirely black ; the 
third is yellow both above and below ; it is di-^ 
vided in its breadth, at the upper part, by a black 
line, accompanied by a fpot of a fimilar colour; 
and upon the under part of this articulation, is 
another black fpot on each fide, fmaller than 
thofe on the upper part 5 the fourth is black 
above, and brown below. The other articula- 
tions are of a blackifti brown. Thefe infers are 
to be feen in the fields, in the gardens, and even 
in the houfes j they delight greatly in the vici* 
nity of the water, and build their oeRs in the. 
ground 

Scorpions here grow to a furprifing fize, and" 
Sonnini was affured that their bite oceafioned cx- 
trcme agony, fwoonings, convulfions, and fomc- 
times death. 
A /'pedes of crab is occaC^cnaW'^ io\sit\^\Tv\V^ 
^^c^ though but fcldom. Ttic ftveW X\x*x wt^t% 
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the ripper part of its body is of a lead colour ; 
the antennas are partly black, and partly yellow 
fpeckled with black ; the front of the head is di« 
ver(ified with yellowiih and a«»dark green ; tho 
claws and feet are green, tinged with yellow j 
the extremity of the legs and toes are yellow; 
and the tail is greenifh on the fides, and yellow 
ID the middle { the fle(h is accounted excellent. 

To thefe details of natural hidory, our author 
has added the following remarks on the inhabit- 
ants of a country, where flavery and its conftant 
attendant, Cupidity, have taken place of great- 
nefs and power ; where fuperi^itious ignorance 
has fucceeded the love of the fciences and the 
exercife of the arts; while perfe6t civilization 
has totally difappeared and reiigned its place to 
brutality, and the mod unpolifbed manners. 

*' It is hardly poflible," fays Sonnini, " to 
trace thehabits of a degraded people, over whom 
barbarifm reigns uncontrolled, without the in- 
terference of ideas that are difgraceful to human 
nature, and which are conligned from the ima- 
gination to the canvafs of the pidure." 

Id proceeding up the Nile, towards the equator^ 
thb complexion of the men varies or grows dark- 
er. In the more fouthern diflrids, the Egyptian 
women have a thick, tawny ikin. The female 
drefs, exclu6ve of the opulent or foreign women, 
who refide at Cairo, is nothing more than a full, 
long tunic, of blue linen, with extraordinary large 
fleeves, «* It is not ufoal/* fays our traveller, 
" to meet with jealoufy without love;'* yet foiue 
of thefe women, who are .neUV\w ivi^ct.^v\\Jv^ cjfl 
that delicate paCBon thennfcWes, tvox axe^^^- 5-^- 
jufbJe of iafplring another pcrfon ^N\vYv 2l^«v\^^* 
Uaa,at€6Hmt'mes ovcrwheltueei w\v.\x ^^«^^'^^; 



86 tONKIliVl TKiVSLt 

faiy* when thef dtfcover tbeir bnllMin^ pttrtis* 
Wtf for an]r other woob^o. Bqbatljr crtiel and 
deceitfal, th^y inflil a mortal porfon iotb tfai 
Tcini of their tKirfaitbfbl p^Hdefi, and' dnSij in- 
Hances may there be feen bf ft "dreadful rtvenfp, 
for which the del'trii^m of pafli6A can plead no 
escufe. Their bloWt are always meditated hi 
filenceand fecrefy, and theycooUy enjoj the'dt^ 
abolical pleafufe of gradually deprivkig- ate cui- 
fortimijtr b'ein^Of hi»exif)«ice. ' '' 

The afloniihing property inferibed to the fmoka 
of maftic, is a (ingblar fad thilt was ^ttefted to 
our author by feveral perfons,- arbong whom were 
the rccolledls of Negufad6, though Soonini will 
not undertake to vouch for it upon his own aa« 
thority. It is faid, by the Egyptians, to ha?C 
the power of kilitng any lick perfon by 'whom 
it is inlialed; and, though it is extremely proba- 
ble that this is only a prejudice, it is nevertbeleis 
fo deeply and fo generally fpread, that no pc'rfon 
entertains the Oighteii doubt of the deadly qua* 
lity of burnt maiiic. 

One day, the monks of N6guad6, not knowing 
that any perfon was fick in the neighbourhood, 
were employed at tl^e gate of their convent in 
perfuming the>r porous, unbaked, earthen vefiTelSy 
for \ he reception of the Nile water. Immedi- 
ately a woman was {eeh to run with furprifing 
fwiftnefs from an adjoining honfe, holding in 
her arras an infant that was afBi^ed with the 
fmall-pox. When the had placed the babe be« 
yond the reach of danger, (he returned to the 
ooarnfijf, /creaming fik>Vid, and endeavonnng to 
>?/> oJyAercodhtryrtiren aft«\t\^\Vie ^\«r^BA, Vfcft^ 
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inirfj in order to afcertain whether any per- 
is are ill in the'vicinity^ before any madic i$ 
rnt ; for, whatever may be the nature of the 
order, the Egyptians aflert, that the fmoke of 
s re(in will infallibly terminate their exift- 
ce, as foon as ihe'olfadory nerves are flruck 
th its fmell. 

The fuperior of Neguade, having heard of 

nnini's reception with irniain-Abou-Ali,and of 

9t prince's with to keep him about his perfon, 

nceived a pique at fuch diflinftion, and could 

t poffibly bear to fee another European^ and 

c who was not an eccle(ia(tic, enjoying a de- 

ec of credit which he wiibed to referve exclu- 

cly to himfelf. While, therefore, our author 

18 torturing his imagination, to find forae ex- 

dient that might elude the favours of an Ara* 

: prince, whom he had no defire either to fol- i 

7 or to ferve, the monk, who fought every op- 

tunity of exerciiing his perfidioufnefs and | 

ignity, was puzzling himfdf to prevent the 

linuance of Ifmain's kindncfs to his fuppofed 

ician. On the arrival of the prince, at the 

^e Kamouli, which is at a fmall diliance 

Neguad6, the hypocrite obtained a private 

nee, and ventured to complain of the de- 

of his illuftrious patron's attachment. ** It 

.'* faid he, ** that the arrival of a foreigner 

jured me in your opinion, but betides that 

reigner comes from a nation noted forim- 

70U will find yourfelf greatly deceived, if, 

ning him,you think to have the benefitof a 

\n. He never was in the prafitlce. o^\.Vv^^^^ 

the contrary, is a ^ifgvu^ed ^c\^v^\»'a^'cv\ 

ofpbydcian is on\y ama^vV\?iVV^"«^'^^,^» 
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the.ccmntiy'tbat it bleft by your jaft Imd glori^ 
bus governmeat. The medrcines which -'b^iviU 
girc;^fe more likety to poifoa yoa thin tb'work 
flhy bbDeficial effed, &§ he ittola^ty igoMyrwIt of 
their rtdtore aild opi^ratiops. ^ During Ah ten 
years'that FhaVe been honoured with 'the title of 
your phyiician, I have been ever facoefsf^'in 
kny prescriptions, antl- tove frequently- reliefed 
you from fickn(kra and pain. 1 have now dt(e(h 
vered,'i)y my (kiU and attention, fome aevra* 
medies, which will reanimate your perfon With. 
all the vigour of youth, I i^queil, therefore^^that 
you will make trial of thetn, and then determioe 
whether I am not worthy to be preferred to I 
mere adventurer.** ' i 

Had this iniquitous fpeech been addrelTed to 
a bey, Sonnini mu(l, inevitably, have expiated 
with his blood a fraud, which would have beee 
regarded as defervingof the fevcreftpuniftiment. 
The treacherous monk well knew to what im- 
minent danger he expofcd our traveller, but it 
feems that the deftru6tion of another was of no 
importance in his eftiraation, provided he pre* 
ferved himfelf\v\ credit, and could continue, witb« 
out an intrufive witnefs, to exercife the moft 
ferious deceit at his eafc. Ifmain, however, dif- 
covered no marks of difpleafurc, and the infa- 
mous monk had not the gratification to know 
whether his meafures had produced the defired 
' cffea. 
• On the arrival of the prince, Sonnini went to 
pay his refpeds to him, and was received with 
the greaxeiX refped in the prefence of the recoU 
le& himf'elf, who was compeWed vo ^?LX\d, ^hik 
I/rnajn made out author (h.b^ Vi\% C\de, «k% %^ t««?t 
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ir ; but nothing more was faid rtfpe&lng Sonni 
's attendance upon his perfon. Our travel lei 
Isewife behaved as if he had been ignorant of the 
hole bufinefs, and confined himfelf to a requeit 
" the prince's favour and protedion, in facili- 
ting the journeys which he defigned to make 
the principal parts of Thebais. Ifmain ac- 
irdingly commanded recommendatory letters to 
I immediately written, and the parties feparat- 
I equally fatisfied with each other; Ifmain 
at be was not to have the European for his 
lytician, and Sonnini that he was happily frerd 
om the impradicable ta(k of renovating au old, 
firm, and difguiling debauchee. 
After convincing the fuperior of the convent, 
at bis atrocious condu^ was clearly known, 
id ]u(\\y defpifed, Sonnini quitted the abode of 
perfiition and hypocrify,. and proceeded to 
)Qs, where he was hofpitably received at the 
jfe of Mallum Po6tor, the Catholic Copt al- 
dy alluded to, and where he was neceffirated 
vait the departure of the caravan to ColTeir, 
eh had been delayed for fome time, in confe- 
ree of intelligence that announced the vici« 
of fome plundering Arabs. 
»U8 is completely furrounded by fruit-trees, 
I form agreeable orchards. Thefe trees are 
idecd, planted with that order, nor do they 
t that fymmetrical arrangement which is, 
eral, called a work of tade, yet there is 
ly no part of the earth where the travellt^r 
i a more odoriferous (hade, or a more bi il- 
d diverlified foliage. A\\ ^on% o^ ^\vi\\% 
ue to maturity ; whWe l\ie \t\V«>KON%^^ 
of the trees exhibit the moei c\va\o\\w^ 
The bloObais, rendered ^cc^aVvwX^ ^>^- 
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Upon the dry and almofl fieri] plains of thofo 
tt of Upper Egypt J is found the trae acacia, 
ich yields the gum-arabic. Its port or hajbit 
r generally ftantcd, its flem low and crooked, 
branches long, and left almoft naked, from 
narrownefs and paucity of its leaves. Its 
ro, rough bark^armedwith long, white fpines, 
it a harfli and withered appearance; and 
iflowers are too iniigniiicant, either in appear- 
I or perfume, to compenfate for its unat trad- 
port and fcanty foliage. Yet this fpccies of 
^~~ rouft always be reckoned among the mod 
tie of trees, as its wood is hard, of a deep 
, colour, and fufceptible of the mod beautiful 
jjMliili ; its feeds, inclofed in a pericarp, (imilar 
Is that' of the lupin, are ufed to dye Morocco 
Iplfttfaeo and goats are peculiarly fond of the fruit, 
ipWch is called karat by the Arabs. But the 
pBBy which exudes from the numerous crevices 
of the bark, or from the inciiions made in the 
U^nk and larger branches, is a very important 
micle in commerce and manufadures, in which 
r great quantity of it is confumed. Great heat 
if indifputably neceiTary for the formation of 
gain-8rabic,as,notwithlianding the acacia thrives 
i0 the more northern parts of Egypt, it there 
prodaces no gum, while in the burning telnpe- 
I of Tbebais it is commonly covered with 
■led and indurated drops of this mucilagi- 
i^j«ioe. 

MAo inconceivable fatality," to ufe the words 
■ r author, feemed to counteract every at- 
he made to leave Egypt. HU vcAtxi^^ 
toilby(7fnia had been TeV\tvc\\3L\^tdLQiaJri| 
^sppointed for his depan\xi[c»%tv^^^W 
aow obliged him to giNt «i>^ \32v».««^* 
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fion to the Red Sea. He was fdrnmnded hf 
\ knaves who coafpired againft him, and wb»; 
even de6gned bim for tbelr vidnn. Ik^aliiMi 
Podor» the Catholic Copt, who bad (6 <^en pm-' 
nai^isd hicn an efcort td Coflein and who had ftp 
fome time behaved towards bim with the gfeal- 
eft. apparent cordiality, was in fad no better 
than a traitor, and fo much the more dangerooi^' 
from bit being completely verfed in all the arts, 
of treachery and didimalation. TbeMarodokft 
who ^Mmimanded at Kous frequently diattoneA*^ . 
onr travdl«r to be upon bis guards obferving that 
he was. well acquainted with Podtor, and that ha ' 
knewliim to be a man of whom a ftrangerooutd. 
not poffibly be too tniftruftful. Upon this ooca^ . 
iion, Sonnini obierves, that he had commodiy: 
more reafon to be.faitisfied whh the oondod o£i 
the Mamelukes than with that of the natives*. 
With a more rough and. ferocious difpofitioiTt 
thefe foreigners blended a degree of pride, and 
an ingenuous bluntnefs, which rendered them 
truly formidable to thofe who were placed b»* 
neath their defpotic fway, but which, by infpir- 
iog them with a fort of greatnefs of mind, en- 
fured the performance of tbeir promifes, and the 
enjoyment of their prote^ion. While the Copts, 
brutifh, gloomy, deceitful, and infinuating, were 
didinguilhed as the mod abje^ (laves by their 
cringing and infidious deportment. 

The attention Ihown to Sonnini by the kiaf-. 

chef operated as a re^raint upon the rogues into 

whofe hands he had fallen. ^ Bai an order from 

Cairo, bereaving this officer of his command, de* 

pn'ved ovtr author of his ^uppotV-, 2ivv^ vVi«. veif 

njea who but a moment beCoreViad vcws!^c^^^ Na. 

^'^prefcacc, treated him wiOi vVk^ ^xca.\R.^ ^v^* 
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nfpcGt, as foon as they found that his authority 
was to be vetted in another. 

Podor, in order to plunder Sonnini, had united 
kis own villany with that of aTurkilh merchant, 
who feems to have been well qualified for any 
iniquitous undertaking. The preparations for 
the journey to CoiTt*ir had, for fonie time paft, 
yielded an inexhaufiible fource of pretences for 
•fking for prcfcnts and money. Sonnini had al- 
ready given the Copt a telefcope, a brace of pif- 
toJs, and fevcral boitles of cordials ; and another 
valuable telefcope had been fent to the Turk, 
but he declined acicpting it, as not being the 
captain of a fliip, and hinted plainly, that he 
would rather accept an equivalent in money, al- 
though he bad already taicn too much, on vari- 
€ws frivolous pretences, as the fecuring the h;re 
of tbe camehi, the making an advance to the 
leader of the caravan, &c. ; in fhort, he had ob- 
tained, at different times, about five and twenty 
iicquins, without attempting to forward the pre- 
parations for the journey. Sonnini was told that 
a caravan was upon the point of fetting off, but 
that its departure was delayed by an account of 
ibme Arabs, who were hovering in the Defert ; 
a few days after, there was no caravan, bnt he 
was to be conveyed rapidly to the lliore of the 
Bed Sea, by fome fleet camels ; but, in this new 
arrangement, he was to leave his baggage in the 
Bands of the Turkifti merchant, who promifed to 
forward it by tbe next caravan. This plan, how- 
ever, was rather too barefaced, and Sonnini be- 
ing well convinced of the imprudence oi coyv^\- 
i<7^ //» foch pcrfons, now told them \V\^X., t\c^\. 
wiihing any longer to fubmit to lYievT V.t\^^''\'^ 
•ru, be bad eadrely^ relinquilhed bia \v\X.e^^^ 
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journey to Cofleir. Thi» rcfolution proving 
favourable to the defigns of Podor and the T 
they both endeavoured to change it by e 
means in their power ; but when the Euro] 
reclaimed the money which he had advanced 
account of the journey, they made many b 
complaints, and endeavoured to convince 
that he was fiill in their debt, for the great t 
ble they had taken. Soiinini, however, r 
lately threatened to lay the cafe before the j 
bic prince, Ifmain-Abou-Ali ; in confequenc 
which, they brought back five fequios, and 
traveller preferred being at the lofs of the tv 
ty, to remaining longer in a place where he 
expofed to the moft ferious accidents, by 
treachery and ftratagems of two fuch unp 
cipled men. 

Previous to bis departure, as he was pad 
up his baggage, Sonnini perceived, that a fpc 
of large wafp, with violet-coloured wings, 
built its neli in the infide of a wooden cafe, 
longing to a mariner's compafs. 

The honeycomb was of earth, nearly of an i 
form, and perforated in the middle with a ro 
hole. Each cell contained a little worm, c 
grafs-green colour. Round this honeycomb tl 
were (ome others, that had been begun, but v 
left in an imperfe6t (late. 

On the 17th of July, Sonnini quitted K 

on horfeback, attended by four Arabs, and 

lowing the courfe of the Nile, on its eaf 

bank. In the middle of the day, ihey hake 

the village Nouzarie, which is peopled, as 

name implies, by Copts, ot li^^^v^'x^iu C^Wx^Vn 

From hence they proceeded XoYw^^ttv^lV^^l' 

rabJe village, where the coUa^cs tcvv^v ^ 
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9 foil to the grandeur of the furronnding ruins, 
if, indeed, any thing conld be comparrd to the 
monomcnta of Thebes, that famous and illuf^ri- 
cms city, which has been celebrated by the iirft 
snd the-greateft of Grecian poets^ in the follow- 
ing animated-ftraiDs : 

** Not all proud Thebes* unrivall'd walls contaiDt 
The -world's great emprefs on th' Egyptian plain, 
That fprcads her conqucd o'er a thoufand dates, 
Aud pours her heroes thro* a hundicd gates; 
Two htmdrttd horfemen. and two hundred cars, 
FroBs c«ch wide portal ilTuisg to the wars.*' 

Pope's Homer. 

Abont three miles beyond Karnak (lands Luxor, 
another village, creded ai the fouthern extremity 
of the fite, formerly occupied by that celebrated 
city, on the eallern fide of the river. It would 
have required more time than Sonnini could pof- 
tb\j fpare, and more fecurity than could be ra- 
tional }y expeded, on a fpot that wasinfefted uith 
banditti, to have taken a proper furvcy of the 
veiliges, which have yet triumphed over the lltock 
of ages and the rage of barbarifm. " It would 
beimpoffible,'' fays our author, " todefcribe the 
ieofations f experienced at the fight of objects fo 
grand and fo majetlic. It was not (imply admi- 
ration, but an ecrtafy, which fufpended the ufe 
of roy faculties ; I remained a long time motion- 
Icfs with rapture, and was more than once in- 
clined, to proflrate myfclf in veneration befor* 
monnments, the eredion of which ftrenied to fur- 
pa fs I he genius and the powers of man.** 

Coloflal, and other gigantic ftiitues, obeillks, 
a renuea. formed by rows of fphinxes, wh\cl\ vTe, 
dill difceroiblej though ihamcfuWy vcvvwW'^v^^ \ 

I 3 YVi\V\cv^^S 
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porticoes of a prbdigious elevatioo ; immenfe 
loDoadesy the pillars of which arh Tortus twei 
and feme thirty feet in circumfereace i cole 
fi/11 retaiaiog an incomparable briUianjcy ;*( 
nite and marble^ laviilied in the ftmdnreti ftc 
of aftoniihing dimenfioDS^ forming the magi 
cent roofs } and, in (hort, thoafands of prodi 
coluana* literally ftrew the ground, and fii 
the fpedator with equal amaaeiiient and ad 
ration. 

Sonnini, having prefented a letter froin Ifa 
Aboa-AH, to tine coracnandant at Luxor,, i 
with a. very civil and handfome recepti 
and proceeded, under his efcort, on the II 
to the ruins of the ancient refidence of 
Egyptian monarchs. The magnificence it 
played, and the extent of iu circumfereoce, : 
pafies aU cooccptioo ; but new events ooeui 
to hurry our author from a place which be 
pe^ed to have examined minutely. Upper Eg 
was again about to become the theatre of hot 
ties between the Mamelukes. Some beys, belc 
ing to the vanquiihed party of Ifmain,. had < 
trived to obtain' poifellion of Thebaic, as fai 
the Red Sea, and there to raife fiifficient fo 
to give fome inquietude to. tJae vidoriousMu! 
while the latter was fending a detachment aga 
bis remaining enemies, under the comoKind : 
bey of his houfehold. In this Dale of affi 
Sonnini found himfcif between two partiei 
combatants, equally undifciplined and un^ovi 
able, and ipclined to. commit the mod drean 
exceffes. Aobbers plundered the travellers 
hAd, while pirates llop^ed vYve \)o?kV% w^^iv 
A/7e. HoUile. tribes of Arab* bad iTCJc\w«cA. 
milke9 with each other 5 aad^ A\ «L^\bom>} 
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•tan end, the nnprotcdcd foreigner could hardly 
iail of becoming a vi^im amidCl the general 
con full QM. 

It was confequently impoflible for our travel- 
ler to remain longer in the neighbourhood of the 
•ncient Thebes, nor could he think any oaore of 
proceeding, up towards the catarads; as, inde- 
peodently of the dangers to which he muft have 
cxpofed himfelf, from a barbarous race, who in- 
babit the fouthern part of the country, the ene- 
fpies of Murad would moft probably have facri- 
fieed him to their rage, as one of that ru1er*8 
einiflariet. He was therefore compelled, how- 
ever loth, to return down I he Nile, as the only 
plan that was not abfolutely replete with danger. 
The Arab fbeick of Luxor urged him, in the 
flroogeft manner, to depart immediately $ but he 
ftiU wi(hed to crofs over to Gournei, on the op- 
po(ite bank of the river, to fee that part of the 
•Dcient city of Thebes. 

This was accounted the mod difficult fpot to 
land at in Thebais, as being infefted by a multi- 
tude of robbers, who were fo greatly dreaded, 
that the kiafchef of Kous has been heard to fay, 
he would not venture to travel there with his 
little band of Mameluke foldiers. The Qieick of 
Luxor, therefore, ufed his beft endeavours to dif- 
fuade our author from the attempt, but when he 
faw that his exhortations proved ineffe^ual, he 
kindly pointed out fuch precautions as he fup- 
pofed might beft contribute to the Orangefs fafe- 
ty, and accompanied him. In perfon, to the boat, 
10 which Sonoioi arrived av Qio\xxTL<t\> ^\^ ^^^ 
morning of the 29th. 

Although the village ^as al ivo ^c%V eW^'^^^' 
'rom the rivet, yet, u it vias .\.\xc wfexx oi^ ^^ 



midable banditti, oar author followed tb^adrioe 
of his friend, and requefted the Ibeick of Goamei 
(for whom he had alfo a letter from Ifaiaio) im 
'cataeto the water fide. The ihetck imnoediatelf 
oocaplidd with hit reqoeft, and condnded bim to 
the moft ftightfpi, and moft wretched place, im 
appearance, that he had ever beheld. . The mod 
hats, 'of which it confifia, are badly conftmded» 
and- no higher than a man, nor have, they aof 
•other covering than a few palpi leaves.. But, '' 
' the Village ia nniightly, the inhabitants are ^ 
worfe; they are half black, and almoft naf 
part only of thdr body being covered with mife* 
rable rags, while their gloomy and haggard cooo* 
. tenaoce is ftrofci^W marked with t^ traces of 
their ferocioos diipofitiob $ having vho tafie for 
•gricoltare, fbllowifig'no trade, and, like the la- 
vage animals of the adjacent mountains, employ* 
ing themfeives folely in tapine« their afped was 
greatly terrific,; and what the (heick of Conrnei 

• related of the banditti, was but ill calculated to 

• foothe the fears of the travellers. 

Sonnini's companions, whofe imaginations had 

been ftrongly imprfiffed with all the accounts they 

beard of this deteftable place, appeared extremely 

uneafy. The Syrian interpreter, equally wicked 

and cowar^ly> cried from fear, and they unani- 

moufly concurred in blaming their leader, and 

bemoaning the cruelty of their own fare, in bc- 

itig thus expofed to inevitable deAru6lion, while 

our author was feated upon the fand in the midft 

of feveral rafcally peafants^ and paying their owa 

price to bU who brought him idols, or antique 

medals, 

' The v^e(f«rn quarter of atve\etvV.TVv^\ie.% vi>>s\ 

^o means ioferior^in povat Qi «i^v^v^^txi^^>^ 
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that wluch was frparated from it by the river; but 
the monuments it contains arc not info good pre- 
fervation, and the ruins nre piled up in the great- 
eft diforder. There arr yet to be I'een, as fpeci- 
Diens of the aQonifhing folidity of the edi rices, 
that were here eredted, the front of the wiills of 
. ao ancient temple, entirely covered with hiero- 
glyphics ; a fuperb portico; and fome colotliil 
fiatoes» among which, are a few fragments ot' 
the ftatae of Meranon, celebrated for tlie founds 
^'hich it uttered at the rifing of the fun. Son- 
iiini could only hallily r.dmir^ tht-fe important 
renoains of antiquity, many of which he could 
ooly fee at a di (lance. 

Our author obferves, that he was very aoxiotss 
to vifit fome large excavations hewn out of the 
rock,attliedi(lance of three miles to theweltward 
of Gonrnei ; but no perfon could be found fufii- 
ciently courageous to condud him thither, and 
the ibeick himfelf aifured his gued that, in con- 
ieqaencc of a recent war between his fubje6ts 
and the inhabitants of fome neighbouring vil- 
lages, it would be highly imprudent to expofc 
bimfelf with guides, who, far from affording 
any protedion, would alTuredly draw upon him 
the revenge of their implacable foes. 

If the whole of the day, paffed by our traveller 
in a place of fo bad repute, was not perfedly 
free from alarm* the night was fpent in a tiate 
of extreme agitation. The lodging, alligned to 
Sonnint and his companions, was indeed one of 
the largeft, but at the fame time one of the moft 
nofubftantial, of the cottages. On retiring for 
the evening, they had taken every poffible pre- 
caution againft the intrufion of the inh2Lb\\^\A%, 
bat bad fcarcely laid themfelves ^o^niv u^^c^w 
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tlioir carpets, before a legion 
into the apartment, ran ovei 
bit tbem inceflaotly. To ad< 
boiderous wind fprang up, 
blcvr^iown large pieces of t 
jirg, «nd at length threw one 
«ardil As this part of the 
outwards, the travellers hallil 
fif;rable flielter» and fpent half 
ing in the open air, with tl 
their ilioolders. 

if it was dangerous to trave 
a matter no lefs difficult to ie 
of the Nile avoided its ihore, 
of the villagers had involved i 
n^ighbo^rs, and particularly 
Kanioul^, a village half way I 
s man had been recently nn 
could therefore be found wh 
atnhor in the capacity of a gu 
hifnfelf was afraid to condu6 
At length, however, a man o 
route, and the Iheick furnifliei 
nryi which be was too frai 
Thus our travellers remaine 
tlon of a roan half naked, w 
■whofe inaufpicious afpedt fee 
accident, from a meeting wi 
his advice the travellers qui 
drr to avoid Kamoule, and 
row gorges and irregular 
Accumulated heap of roc' 
might have bewildered the 
fomeambufcade; but, it fe 
Aeart made an ample am 
appearance, as, after a ^ 
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boars, he conduced bis followers fafely to a plaia 
near Neguade, from whence ihey croifed over 
to K0Q89 while the native of Gournei, well pleaf- 
ed at having efcaped his enemies, refolved to 
avoid an imprudent expofure of his perfon a fe- 
cond time, and accordingly proceeded with his 
horfes along the eaiiern &ore of the Nile, till he 
arrived oppofite to the place of his reiidence. 

Scarcely had Sonnini arrived at the lodging, 
which he bad before occupied at Kous, till Mai- 
lom Podor came to viiit him, with all the external 
marks of friendlhip, and warmly congratulated 
bim on his relinquilhing the journey to CofTeir, 
as it had been lately difcovered that the Turkifli 
merchant had laid a plan to have him robbed 
upon the road. To this tale, he added that Son- 
nini*s interpreter was implicated in this iniquit- 
ous plot. Our author, however, paid but little 
attention to the converfation of 2l man, with 
whofe treachery he was fo perfedly acquainted. 
The Turkifti merchant was now abfcnt from 
Kous, and Sonnini was well alTured that, if the 
cafe had been reverfed, the Turk would have 
told a iimilar (lory of Podor^ in order to obtain 
a new prefent. In fuch circumltances, the £u« 
ropean deemed it moll prudent to diffemble, as 
the Copt was a tmn of intereft in his country, 
and though the proteftations of his friend(hip 
were of little avail, the efFe6ls of his enmity 
night have been extremely ferious. 

Quiting Kous, on the 23d of July, our author 
irrived, on the fame evening, at Ken6, an incon- 
iderable town, fituated on the caft>N?LTd o^ N>cwni 
>iile. Jt id a place of reHdezvou^ iox V\\^ cvt'^- 
anfi that go to Co/Teif, as weW aa oi vVvq^^^Vx^ 
turn from that part, laden wUU iVi^t\c\\ ^\o^^^^- 
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twQt of lAdik and Arabia. It wl» kdovn to tlMT 
aacteDtf by the oaine of CoMoe, or Gdenopolit} 
but it 'U no looger what it waa in former Homn 
No fvtiffo now exifii of the oafial» fagr wMeb tit 
watera of the Nito'commanlqited wtib cfa«fe<af' 
the Arabian Onlfr and rendered th^ town fauflgai' 
foriticoaiflDerce; tbe monoments with 
the ancient city waa embelKftied have all dl^ 
peared t tb^ ridhes of tbe people have dii ' 
ed, and no trace remaiDs of the indoiry of M^ 
former inbahiuuitt,. except a wretched aumcA# 
tare of eartbern ware. 

Between KoCit and KjM ftandi the villi^ 
Koftj .At a fcnaU diftance from the waler-fida^ 
near the ite d the andent city Cophtoa, Irbidi- 
was alfo rendered a flonrifliing place by tiia 
commerce of the Red Sea. • Scfcral anthora niaie | 
thi9 the tertntoatipn of the canal of the Red Set» ' 
now filled upj while others imagine it to he ' 
near Ken6. 

Continuing their voyage down the Nile, the 
watfers of which were now daily fwelling and 
growing thicker, tbe travellers (lopped on the 
25th at Reifhie, a village on the weftem bank 
of the river. From thence they proceeded to the 
village of Kelbe, on tbe fame fide, at the difiance 
of half a league from Sahet, where our author 
had {o warm an altercation with the command- 
ing Mameluke and the mafter of the kanja« 
" This,'* fays Sonnini, " was always to be a fatal 
f(»ot to me. I found it io a date of the greateft 
fermentation ; whole villages had rifen, and re* 
/afed to pay their tribute, in confeqaence of tbe 
r<7i2imencement of a war, oi ^VAcJa \3^^ct l«^f^ 
woald probsL bly foon become iVie iVeaiXxt^. ^jus^tf- 
Jra2 of thcfe little diftiieu baA wm<A vV^vci\^\^« 
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)tinfi the kiafcbef of Basjour, who was inarch 
^ againft them. The inhabitants of Kelb« 
ere of the number. Scarcely had we enterec 
eir territory, till thirty or forty fellahs came 
pidly towards us, with fabres aad lances. As 
e bad advanced without di(lru(^« and were un- 
X>vided with means of defence again ft fo for- 
idable a body* I was obliged to reafon with 
iem» as the only alternative that remained; and, 
iQUgh thefe people are little fufceptible of un- 
irftaoding the language of reafon, I foon per* 
lived that they had taken us for followers of the 
afchef, againft whom they were in arms ; I had 
i great trouble to undeceive them, and they at 
ft confented to leave us without farther moled- 
ion." 

The travellers immediately reimbarked, but 

ere foon expofed to another, fort of danger. 

le wind blowing ftrong from the northward, 

TreaCed the rough nefs of the river, which was 

eady confiderable, on account of a heavj 

;11. The courfe of the river was alfo confined 

his part by a craggy mountain, projediing in- 

ts bed) and the waves were fo high in the 

igth of the current, that the little kanja, 

:h had no ballaft, had nearly been fwamped. 

^ngth, however, with much trouble, thema*^ 

% reached the foot of the mountain, where 

remained in expedation of more favourable ^ 

er. 

*. European and his followers were now off 
the mod formidable retreats of banditti, 
the country. Several eiLca\2iV\oti% \w >^^^ 
rved them for a habiuuotv ?iit^ ^ \o^- 
1 wlieoce they difcovcTed, ?l\. ^ ^^"^"^ ^^^^ 
? objeas of their pluudct- 'Y>^^^ ^^^^ 
XIV. K ^xQ^i«^>v 
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probably were aware of the fuperior Hrength of • 
tbe travellers, as they made no attempt to ap- 
proach ; but their vicinity prevented our author 
from viiiting the grottoes hewn out of the rocki 
and which are, in all probability^ works of anti- 
quity. 

Finding that the wind did not abate^ though 
it was growing dark> and knowing the imprac- 
ticability of pading the night in fo dangerous a 
lituation, the boatmen made a temporary fail of 
part of their drefs, and Peered through a heavy 
fwell to Sahet, the port of Farfchout and of Bas- 
joura. 

The reis went on fhore at this place, but haf- • 
tily returned, to inform our traveller that, in 
confcquence of the confiifion which reigned in the • 
didridt, it would be impoHible to remain offSa- 
het, without being expofed to the danger of affaf- * 
fination. Sonnini fent him back to tell the Sheick 
El Ballad that he was a kiafchef, and therefore ex- 
pected that proper mea fares Ihould be taken for 
the prefervation of his fafety. In confequenoe of 
this meffage, the commandant came himfelf, with 
fome men, and fpent the whole night in guard- 
ing the kanja. At break of day, he fent a com- 
plimentary meflage to the European, accompa- 
nied with a flight breakfadj but Sonnini haf- 
tened to quit his ftation, left the approaching 
day- light ihould difcover that the pretended 
kiafchef was deftitute of a beard. 

After palfiiig the night of the 27th, at a confi- 

derable village, to the weftward of the Nile, called* 

Belianc, in the vicinity of which are fome ruins, 

that occupy a large cx\cv\\ ot' ^xov\\\<^,ow\ vcsx^a^oc 

proceeded to Girge, deicvWA ?^s v\wA?^\'a^t'\ r;V^ 

ia Egypt, next to Cairo. \v vs vV^ cn^w^V ^\vV^ 



Said, the relidence of a hety, and of a Coptic 
bifliop, and contflins a community of monks, of 
the Propaganda;- The houfes are of modern, but 
irregular, conflrudion ; and the city is bnilt upon 
the (hore of the Nile, which is there remarkably 
fleep and lofty. It is diilant from Cairo about 
three hundred miles. 

As Sonnini was defirous of knowing whether 

. the monks of Girge were better difpofed than 
thofe of Echmimm and Neguade, he waited up- 
on the fuperior> a good-looking man, with a 

. white beard, for whom he had a letter from Cairo. 
The haughty ecclefiailic contented himfelfwith 
glancing his eyes at the date of the letter, 
and perceiving that it was not very recent, he 
threw the paper in the European's face, exclaim- 
iDgy that it was worth nothing. So great an ex- 
cels of infolence, ihown before many witnelles^ 
in£amed our author's refentment to fuch a de- 

. gree that, he affirms, it required no fmall effort 
of moderation to enable him to abftain from cor- 
poral puniihment. The monk, perceiving his 
violent agitation, took up the letter, and having 
perafed it, made a thoufand ap^ologies, which 
^^onnini received, by turning his back upon him» 
and walking out of thehoufe. 

On the morning of the 29rh, our anthor quit- 
ted Girg6, and after a troublefonflie pafTage. occa- 
fioned by a, violent, northerly wind, he reached 
Menfhicy a town where the markets are always 
well fupplied, becaufe the boats, that are bound 
■ to the north of Egypt, are accudomed to put in 
for a ftock of provifioos. Plo\ercv«\9» W^xvciNx^-a. 
Jar^e and populous city, formeAif ftoo^ \x^w\ v^^'^ 

/pot, bat a few fcattered ruins, and a ^ox^^ ^^' 

'to coD&nc the waters of tlic .t\N«» ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
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refnain$ that Meiiiht6 now prefervet of' it 
eotfplendor. ~ 

Oar Mithor now proceedeil to Souhtje, 
be arrived on the 90th, and on the foilowi 
be pnnftted hit journey on borleback, in co 
with two Arabs, whihs .the> boat- waft ordc 
be taken to Tahta, which he alfo reached 
evening. 

Thisidi iLn€twm hr from he^ng i n a/flfji tec 
^uillit)p« as the.fellahs of thS'Cnrrbuadii)^ 
try were rifiog, and had refaied to pay the 
tomed laaes. Thefe were joined by fome 
from whom tribute-money ^as likewife dc 
ed ; feveral ki^fchefs.^ho bad united their 
bad been recently vanquilhed by the rebel 
fields were defcrted, or completely rava^ei 
viGons of every fort becanpe the prey of bs 
or hoftile troops ; all communication was 
by bands of robbers, who infefted the road 
in fhort, defolation reigned over a foiJ, th< 
lity of which could not be fubdued by ih 
barous warfare. 

The few days pa fled by our traveller at 
were rendered extremely irkfome, by the a; 
ftate of the country, which confined him, I 
miich againd his inclination, to the hou 
therefore refolved to continue his route i 
as poflible, and accordingly embarked on l 
of Auguft, in a fort of large lighter, c 
mafch, which was then ready to quit the 
Sheick Zeineiddin, on the bank of the Ni 

About two leagues from Sheich Zeineid( 
the oppoGte bank of the river, (lands the 
ofKoas el Kebir, or T^o\^% \\\fc Cixtax^ ^^ ^ 
nated, to diftineuKh U from ^ ^m«\\tsi V\> 
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a lofty promontory, and prefents, to the regretful 
eye of a traveller, the remains of an antique 
colonnade, in tolerable prefervation. The terri- 
tory of the ancient city, fuppofed by fome to have 
been Antosopolis, or the city of Antceus, and by 
others Diofpolis Minor, was defended from the 
inundations of the river, by a dike, condruded of 
. hewn ilone, but now greatly dilapidated. At 
the very edge of the promontory and beyond the 
quay, are difcernible the remains of a mole, that 
is fcarcely covered by the water, and which, ex- 
tending into the river, rendered this reach exceed- 
ingly dangerous. At low water this piece of 
architedure, which is likewife built of hewn 
fione, appears above the furface of the flream, 
and affords a probable prefuroption thai a bridge 
was formerly ereded, at this place, acrofs the 
Nile. 

On the 8th, the travellers beheld a dreadful 
conflagration in the village Koum el Aras, which 
was fet on fire by a treacherous and cruel com- 
pany of Ai'Bbs. The veiTel then (topped at Abou- 
tige for fome neceffary repairs, and Sonnini re- 
. folved ta proceed from hence to Siout by land. 
On the intimation of this detign, a Turk, who 
was an;oliic6r, in the houfehold of a bey, kindly 
offei'ed to efcort the European, who accordingly 
accepted of his company, and arrived at Siout in 
the middle of the day. 

poring the journey, the Turk was obferved to 
. make his fervant pick up feveral pieces of earth, 
. which he immediately ate, and on Sonnini's aik- « 
, nig, him what was his fancy for fo fin^wl^x -^l^^- 
pa(i> he repiied, thai an infaUaVAe ^i^^xw^ Vji^^ 
rendered it ucceilary to him, ax\^ \V\?iV tvo>N\\nn';|, 
could prevcDt him, from gratvCjvvi^ ^^^ \\^OC\y^^ 
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barbarous precautions, which they contrh 
elude. 

On the evening of the 1 1th, our authoi 
ceeded to Manfelout, where he was joined 
companions, and on the evening of the 24tl 
embaiked on board a large velfeT, called a ga 
or {hip, on account of her fize, and the ports 
'Which (he was pierced, for the porpofe of cai 
guns; her cargo con fi fled of two thoufam 
hundred facks of corn, or the weight of nes 
hundred and fifty tons, belides a quantity oi 
(hipped by different people ; a hundred mei 
a ceniiderable number of cattle. Abaft 
built three handforoe cabins, one of whicl 
more fpaciotxs than the great cabin of the 
lante frigate. The aftermofl, as being the 
pleafant, was appropriated to the ufe of jo\ 
ihor. 

After a tedious delay, the veflel fet fail c 

mnrninor r\f tK^ O'yfK on/1 t\€k(T^A trt^rtr nm 
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from Ihe army, and who, having efcaped the fa- 
tigaes of war, fct no bounds to their infolence. 
Having learned that Sonnini and his attendants 
were Europeans, they more particularly levelled 
flgainfl them their infults and outrage. They 
even carried their audacity fo far, as to ftrike two 
of the travellers, who, on their part, were not (low 
in returning the blows. A battle enfued, and 
the noife reaching our author, he ran up with 
his fabre in his hand, and with the flat of it, ap- 
plied feveral ftrokes to the ibouldei's of the ag- 
grcflbrs. They immediately delisted, but the 
confufion was inflantly fucceeded by a univer- 
fal cry of, " an Infidel ftrike a MuffulmanT This 
was an unpardonable crime, and the crew talked 
loudly of throwing the offender into the river, 
bat Sonnini and his companions retired to their 
cabins, and the fire-arms, with which they were 
provided, appeared fufficiently formidable to their 
adverfaries, to keep them at bay, and according- 
ly contented themfelves with murmuring and 
concerting revenge. 

From the cabin windows our author perceived, 
at Sheick Abad6, the ruins of Antinoopolis, and 
upon the fame fide of the river was feen the vil- 
lage BenihaiTan, fituated at the foot of a perpen- 
dicular, rocky mountain, in which the ancients 
had dug fepulchral chambers. Lower down, an 
agreeable contra ft was formed to the rugged af- 
pcd of the rocks, by a beautiful foreft of palm 
trees, and» at the village of Savouad, are to be feen 
(brne ruins of ancient edifices. 

On the arrival of the veffel at Mlw\t\.^ W^ \^v^ 
immediately landed with feveraV oi Vi\%^^^^^- 

gen, aod ran to the kiafchef, lo cot^^Xwx ^V-aX. 

SonaiDi had had the affurance to ^V\Vie ^^^^^i^^ 
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met an. , Thofe malicious people took care to n 
laKt the event, with feveral aggravating circun 
ItMHces, to every perfon they met. The populai 
of Miniet accordingly colleded, and called alou 
for the ht^ad of the dog who bad infulted a fe 
vant of their prophet. In this fituation of afllair 
our author quitted the bark with one of his pc( 
pie, and palVed through the ilreets to the hou 
of the kiafchcf, v'ho, it feems, bad promifed I 
puni(b the aggrelTor with ,the baiiinado on tl 
foles of his feet. On his arrival, the reis and tl 
other accufers pointed him out to the comonani 
ant, who was furroundcd by a great concourfei 
people. " It is thou, then," faid the kiafche 
in a menacing voice, " who ha(l dared to (irike 
faithful MuiTulman.'* '* Pay no attention,'* ai 
fwered our author, in a firm tone, " to the fil 
clamours of thefe \ gnorzni /d'/a/js, to which,/ 
the honour of :i valiant iVIamrluke, tbou baft 
ready liftened too long. Thou art the (lave 
Murad Bry ; thou knoweft that I am his friei 
I have matters of the utn)o(l importance to c 
niunicate to thee from him, and to which I 
thoQ wilt attend " Sonnini then approached' 
and pretendiiig to whiCper, flipped a few fcr 
into Ills hand, when the kiafchef, who had t 
hinifclt" a little from his culhion, for the pr 
of iiiitning, again lefiimed his feat, and ( 
the moll menacinix looks at the confoundc 
*• i'In(jArrt ihoii," faid lie, in a fi igned, or ; 
;» purchaf'-d r.ig^, ** the con fee, uence of a V 
lie ihtn pioc<(.(Ied with a lung iHir^Tta 
the po'.ver and virtuv.^s cf '.he FiJiiks, ot 
lit; w<\is hifiilclf pel JecUy ignorant. The 
temj)tcd to reply, l:ut the ki.-ilrhi.'f pav 
Ifuji Oil ihc t»ii, i4*iu dflctv*a\A^ ^iidcicd h 
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; In an inHant the ignorant mob, ftupidlf 
for dcfpotifm, difpcrfed to their refpcAive 
idons, praiHng the jadice of the command- 
aod extolling the good qualities of the 
y- 

twithftanding the public protedion of the 
lef, our author deemed it imprudent to 
simfelf again on board a veifel in which he 
eceived fuch fcandalous treatment. The 
eferters were indeed apprehended, but much 
light be rationally expeded from the enrag- 
11 aiid his fanatical companions. The ki- 
r, however, infifted that the European 
i not pat himfelf to any inconvenience^ 
irore by the prophet, that he (hould etpe- 
i nothing unpleafant in the continuattea 
voyage. Two officers of the coinmand* 
boufehold were accordingly ordered to re- 
[& our traveller to the vefiel, and to inform 
is that, vmlefs his condud towards Sonnini 
litable to the refpeft due to a favourite x>f 
1 Bey, his life would inevitably be tb6 for- 
' his mifbehaviour. Orders were again giv- 
the fame time to forae Mameluke ofB<cers, 
ked in another vefTcl, to take cafe that the 
ler received no infult. Having taken th^fa 
itions, our author quitted the more of Mi- 
and had no occa(ion« during the remainder 
5 voyage, to have recourfe to the deflined 
aries. 

fome di dance below Miniet, the chain of 
tains, to the eaft ward of the Nile, projefts 
be river, in high and perpendicular malTes 
k, that renders the current extremely nar- 
nd rapid. On the btow of otie oC tbeC^ 



lightful. A<: foon as the boatman had c 
chor, the Mamelukes on board the otbci 
came to enquire, wheth<*r Sonnini had an 
of complaint, an<l inlifted that the reis 
ipake an apology Tor his infolence. Our 
received his excufes with difdain, but wa^ 
highly gratified, to fee a man humbled in I 
fence, who had endeavoured to injure hii 
ferious a manner. 

Continuing the voyage down the Ni 

. jnariners failed on the 3L()« along a chain 
rocks, which feemed to have experience 
convuldon of nature. On their brow I 
chapel, \^hich indicates that a MuOTulroa 
is buried on the fpot, under the name oi 
Embarck. 

Our author paffed by Fefiin6, a towr 

. weft^rn bank of the river It gives its i 
an adjacent mountain, which renders the 
tion of the river peculiarly dangerous 
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. ^f the fame chain. This point Is in a manner 
bleached^ particularly in the places expofed to 
the current of the water, where its fnrface is of a 
ihinihg white. It is called Dsjebel Guypfe, or 
the Mountain of Lime; and in fa6t there is here 
extra6ted a quantity of lime, that is conveyed to 
Cairo, in barges of a peculiar confirudion 

Towards evening the mariners anchored off a 
village, called Meimoum, which is iituated at 
ibme diftance from the bank of the river. Op- 
polite to Meimoum, on the eadern bank, is an 
old Coptic convent, and lower down is a rocky 
point, known by the name of D^^jebel Nauti, or 
the Sailor's Mountain, becaufe an Egyptian failor 
is there buried, who was canonized by his com- 
rades. 

Scarcely had the firft glimmerings of day be- 
gan to revifit the earth, on the 4th of the tnonth, 
-when the impatience of the crew to reach Cairo, 
induced them tofet the two immenfe fails of their 
vefTel. They had paffed the night at the diftance 
of half a league from Old Cairo, oppoiite to a 
Coptic monaftery, and foon arrived at the Egyp- 
tian capital; butSonnini did not revi(it his coim- 
: trymen in that city, having a (Irong recolledion 
K of the tedium he experienced on a former occa- 
B lion, and finding the environs in the greatetl 
J confufion, owing to the encampments and war- 
^ like preparations of the beys. He, therefore, 
,5 pafled haflily through a horde of undifciplined 
^.v ootnbatants» and repaired to Boiilac, where he 
^ "^^as in hopes of meeting with a conveyance b^ 
re- "^**^^ ^o Roffetta, but all the boavs >Nt\e. ^rt.\?:\w- 
J^?i ^ ^^^ ^^^ fervict; of the army. M ^e\^^v\^A^<^^- 
yiP' ^'^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ a reis, who had \ea V\\s V^vC^^ ^'^ 
.^, ^^eUTQas, a vUlage below BouIac, MudtT ^Vv^ 'f 
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preheniion that it might be put id requtfition 
I'lie travellers therefore went by land to the vil- 
lage Schoubra, and from thence proceeded id a 
fkiff, to embark id the kanja. 

On the evening of the 6th of September, o^r . 
author quitted BeiiToua* The mooo ihone with 
unclouded brightnefs upon the water, the veflel 
glided Howly along, between two low and mud- 
dy fhores, where mariners incur no danger, and 
the palTengers enjoyed a fweet tranquillity to 
which, for feveral months, they had been entire 
flrangers. They were no longer harraiTed bf 
thofe fefious alarms which incell'antly befet them 
during their travels in the Said, and their fire- 
arms were a fufiicient prote6tion againft fuch pi- 
rates, as fometimes infeft thefe parts of the Nile. 
Tbey had likewife the fatisfadion of knowing 
the reis to be a perfon of un(haken integrity, 
and after a pleafaut run of about ten hours, tbejr 
arrived, fafely at Rofletta. 

As the Ramadan, or feaft of the Muffulmeo, 
commenced this year on the 22d of September^ 
Sonnini had an opportunity of remarking thcce- ■ 
remony of its opening on the preceding evening, I 
at llolTetta. *' All the tradefmen aifemble," 6yi 
he, ** in companies, and march in procefTioOf 
through the town, by the light of kindled chipi 
of refinous wood, contained in iron pots, carried 
upon the end of long ilicks. The head of each 
corporation is mounted upon a fine horfe, and ■ 
clothed in an extraordinary drefs. Several alio i 
wear malks, which were loudly applauded by the ' 
populace^ but they were particularly en thufiaftic j 
in their expreQions of approbation, when the { 
c/j/e/ nightman appeared \u the habit of a Euro- 
pean." •' This fad; ' adds ^oiaCvo\» *^\£c»j^fc 

%Ss8 
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n jaft idea of the degree of confideration we 
enjoy in their country." 

Daring the month <et apart for the obfervance 
of the Ramadan, eating and drinking are not 
only forbidden from fun-rife to fun-fet, but the 
ufe of tobacco is as fcverely prohibited. The la- 
bourer, oppreffed by heat and nearly overcome 
with fatigue and extreme thirft, is confequcntly 
ready to faint from inaniation; but in Egypt, as 
well as in any other country, the man of opulence 
evades the law that is incompatible with his con^ 
venience, and claims a fcandalous exemption from 
the fufFerings of the helplefs and indigent. If 
the Ramadan is a period of abftinence very diffi- 
cult to be endured by the working man, it is an 
interval of pleafure to the rich, who make of it 
both a lent and a carnival. Immediately afier 
fun-fet, feafting, dancing, fliows, and mufic, oc- 
cupy the place of every ftreet, and fleep kindly 
intervenes, to prevent the fons of affluence from 
perceiving the length of the day, 

- After fpending a few days with his friends at 
RolTetta, our author repaired to Alexandria, 
where be refumed his native drefs, and foon af- 
ter availed himfelf of an opportunity of pro- 
ceeding to Greece and Turkey, in a coafting 
TeiTel, that was preparing to fail for Smyrna. £x- 
clufive ofjonc perfon, who was peculiarly attach- 
ed to him, he took leave of all his companions* 
whofe minion was to terminate with his travels 
iia Egypt, and on the 17th of Odober 1778, he 
quitted the new port of Alexandria, and fooalo^ 
fight of that famous country, nuV^ctc v\\t; ^\vi^\- 
gicB of an fecai to vie with lV\e tcv\x^Ov«^ o^ 
nature, and in which he certau^Xy e^LCX\fi.^^'<^j«: 
feJ/to the ufmoiL in order to iuvcft.vwA^^'^' 

Vol. XXIV. ^ '^ c»x' 
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certain fuch pariicuiian at ^6 hafcalreadj laid 
before oar reajjers. As a fol^ickm» wo haye tor 
tally avoided 1)U opiniopaand remarki, bat as a 
iraveUtr* we have e^disaYoared to give the moft 
ample accoaot, that our Upaits wpofd permiti of 
his refearches; and flatter ourf^vts.that thejr win 
meet a fi^vpiirable re^ption^ io their Ubijldged 
date^ from tbf foos of iaenoe iuid die adnunnp 
of hiftorjr. ' .... 
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TRAVELS 

IM THB 

NORTHERN PART OF INDIA, 
KASHMIRE, AFGHANISTAN, and PERSIA, 

AMD INTO 

RUSSIA BY THE CASPIAN SEA. 

Performed in the Years 1782, 83, and 84. 

By Mr. GEORGE FORSTER. 



FROM among the various fubje6ts that occa- 
fionally (ind a place in the enaployments of a 
fludent> or the amufements of a gentleman^ we 
may, perhaps, iingle out the dudy of hiftory, as 
the moft interefting in its nature^ and the moll 
beneficial in its eflre6ts. Hence the defcriptive 
page, when di6tated by a proper fpirit, and irra- 
diated by the effulgent beams of truth, has been 
generally welcomed from the prefs, and held in 

, the higheft eflitnation by all the enlightened na*' 
tives of £urope -, but to the fons of Albion it is 
peculiarly acceptable, as communicating a fweet 
fenfation to the heart, which triumphs in a pre- 
eminence ambng^ft the furrounding nations^ and 
^xultingly difcorers the umivaWed «%.csJOi^wcfc <i\ 
thoCc hwa, and of that conft*iviV\oT\^ 'W^kv^* ^'^^ 

gctber, receive additional X^^xtx itom cs«^ ^'^^ 
paratiT9 Fi«w> and ihine vrixYi \iicotsi^^^^v 
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fplendor, the boaft of Britons^ apd the adcmra- 
tion of the woi^d. 

Mr. Forfter, a civil fenrant, on the Madrn ef* 
tabliflimeotr having fefolricd on vifiting Bemttob 
that he^ighttberelaydligate'the myUi^jogy 0^ 
the Hraddos, pfbeored permiffion to ppteed to 
i|[/lt)l^*^p(i traofmitted -tliet vrektioo- ^of^ .Mp 
journey, with that of bis fubfequent travels, to a 
fricrnd, in an epiftolftry.cQnwfpondencey tl^ fiib- 
fiance of which we (hall endeavour to lay f^* ' 
De&eftly Wfm our Rsad^trsr 

On the 23d of May, 1783, he fet^off from i 
Calcntt*, and the fbliovHhg day arrived kt a V^ .i 
-luable and rifing plantation, called Sookfagnrf '] 
whejiPL die. propiif tors have cihkbliibed^ gaiaiia- | 
fadure of white 'cloth, of which the Eafi' India 'j 
Company provide «o Aoooal Invefimenit of sfaoofc I 
two larkH of ropees. They have alfo ifoonded a 
lioanufa^ry for raw iiik, which ^ears the appearr 
ance of i ntprovero^t and incr^afe. A large qaao- 
tity of fptrituous liquor is likewife made upofi 
this plantation, approximating in. quality to 
American rum, and, as it is applied to^ll the ufea 
of the Batavia arrack, it is expeded to produce a 
con^derable benefit to the Bengal province, frooa 
it« current iale. It is but judice to obferve, that 
this eftabliibment has been particularly noticed 
. by the government of Bengal, which has, on mfr* 
py other occalions, ihown a zealous difpofittob 
towards the encouragement and promotion of 
ufefn] undertakings. ' . 

Previoully to the era in which Bengal wu ■ 

annexed to the pof&^^Qoa of the £ngUih, ths ' 

rarloas nations who vi^lcd \K. viex^ com^^iSCvwL^ 

S:ive fpecie for the greateft pac\vo\x o^ xXv^ ccxsmar 

^0iiii£i they purchafcd, tbexe \>«Ati^ We i««^ 



IN II^DIA^ &C. '. « 113 

tides accepted as a fatisfa^ory barter by the na* 
tives. This fpccies of commerA, which muft 
indifputably have enriched India with a large 
amount of gold and (ilver^ continued for more 
than a century and a half. But, on the eftabliOi- 
ment of the £ngli(h government at Bengal^ the 
neceffity of fuch a fyftem was annihilated, as the 
amount of the revenues was fufficient to pur- 
chafe the cargoes of the country, and to clear the 
public expenditures. By this means was one 
channel of the influx of fpecie flopped ; and it is 
fufliciently obvious, that the revolutions which 
advanced the fortunes of the JEnglilh in that 
quarter, have materially leffened fimilar imports 
from other European nations who traded with 
Bengal. An important change has alfo been 
effeded on the interior commerce of the coun- 
try, by the extinftion of the Mahometan domi-* 
nion. 

The native princes, and chiefs of various de« 
fcriptions, who retained in their fervice a great 
number of dependants, afforded a full and con- 
ftant employment to a multitude of ingenious 
artificers, who fupplied their maflers with gold 
and filver fluffs, plain muilins, beautiful filks, 
and many other articles of Afiatic luxury, the 
ufual appendages to opulence and voluptuouf- 
nefs. Thefe Mahometan or Hindoo chiefs are, 
however, now removed, or fallen from their prif- 
tino grandeur into poverty and decay, and the 
manufadurers, whofe fole fupport depended on 
thefe wealthy employers, were obliged, on thftvt. 
expolfioo^ either to quit their pTo^e,^\ow^, ci\ v^ 
MhandoD their country. Hence rciwcr^ Xix^xv^^'"* 
of rate mandfa&urc have evidcuvY^ d«;cV\Tv«i^* wA. 
fome ofth€ moft precious ate iio>w eivVvt^Vi \^^- 
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The g^at demand made by the Moghul and 
Perlian empires, for the produce of Bengal, when 
Delhi and Ifpahan reigned with equal fplendor 
and authority, has been confiderably le0ened of 
late by the diftraded and impoveriihed condition 
of thofe dates ; and, in fa^, when we coniider 
that the Moghul court exceeded that of all other 
nations, both in wealth and magnificence) that 
the governors, edablifhed throughout the pro- 
vinces, affumed the manners of the moil potent 
' ibvereigns; and that their mofi fplendid habili- 
ments were fabricated at Bengal ; it is natural to 
conclude, that the difcontinuation of fuch a trade 
muft of neceifity have produced ftrong effeds; yet, 
it is probable that the lofTes, which have been fuf- 
ta ined in confequence of this commercial event, 
are counterpoifed by the augmentation of the 
cargoes, though of a different fpecies, which are 
cow annually exported from thence to Europe. 

Daring the adminiftration of the Muffulmcn, 
private wealth was ufually expended on the 
fpot where it had been acquired, and though 
oppreflion and feverity might probably have 
been exercifed in the accumulation, yet the 
country at large was improved by its quick cir- 
culation through the channels of luxury, with- 
out any decreafe of the general currency. It 
may indeed be urged, that the fums of money 
expended by Europeans, in their public and pri- 
vate buildings, have been equivalent to the wants 
of the labourer and ar.tizan ; but our author 
feenis inclined to think, that this amount is very 
Jnconiiderable, when com^aved to that .applied, 
by the preceding goverr\oYs, Vo \\ve cqw^w^SCva 
<ifmnfqiies, baths, Hindoo Veu\^\GS, ^\?itv^ \fitet- 
voirs, /nagniiicent g^ardens, au^ a n^xv^v^ o^ <»1^- 
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ly, private edifices. He judly obferves, that thefe 
modes of expence are by no means compatible 
with the genius or inclination of the prefent pof- 
fcffon, who merely regard themfelves as the 
moveable tenants of the day^ and are anxious to 
eojoj the fruit of their labours^ in the boforo of 
their native home. 

From the period of Arungzebe*s death, which 
occurred in 1707> until the eve of our territorial 
eftablifliment in India, when the Moghul em<. 
pire ftill retained a large (hare of its power, the 
balaiu:e of the revenues of Bengal was pundu- 
ally fent, in bills and fpe-cie^ to the imperial 
treafury. The remittance of this amount, which 
has fometimes been equivalent, intone year, to a 
million *fterling, frequently caufed fo great a 
fcarcity of money, that many opulent inhabit- 
ants adually found themfelves much embarraff- 
ed in defraying their domedic expences. 

The maritime commerce of Bengal does not 
now maintain that vigour which accompanied 
it, whilft the Europeans fimply exercifed the 
profeffioo of merchants, and were confined to 
the coafts of India j yet there is a brilk and im- 
portant trade at Calcutta, though the advantage- 
ous traffic, that formerly fubfitted between this 
port and Pegue. Siam, and the Malay illands, is 
evidently enfeebled, and begins to wear the af- 
pe& of a gradual, but certain failure. 
. Oa the 'i^th of May, our traveller arrived at 
the large and commodious cantonment, of Ber- 
bampore, where are (lationed three regiments of 
Sepoys and a battalion of Europeans, and on the 
15th of June, he made an excurfion to Moore- 
4iedabad, that he might view, in ih^iX. c'W^ ^"c^^ 
h9 enyirops, the xheatre on which v\iofc *\\\v^- 
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refting fchemes had been agitated, which had 
eventually advanced the natives of England to 
the dominion of a wealthy kingdom. 

About a mile below Moore(hedabad, and on 
the oppofitc bank of the river, He the remains of 
AH Verdy Khan, known alfo, in India* by the 
name of Mahobut Jung, a man who contrived 
to raife himfelf^ by his abilities as a foldier and 
a ftatefman, from a private condition* to the 
fubabdarry of Bengal. He waged an obftinsTte 
war with the Mahrattas, for the fpace of eight 
ye^rs, and after an unfuccefsfnl tirtiggle, was 
compelled to cede to them the diftrids of Kut- 
tack. 

Not far from the tomb of Mahobut Jung, is 
the burying-place of his nephew, Seraje-ud- 
Dowlah, weH known to the Englifh, by his cap- 
ture of Fort William, and his barbarity in con- 
fining the garrifon in a clofe dungeon, where tha 
majority of them periihed from the feverity of 
their fituation. The fate of this man was limi- 
lar to that of many eaftern princes, who have, in 
their turn, experienced the inconflancy of for- 
tune ; he was betrayed at the battle of Plaffey 
by Meer Jaffier, and fliortly after airaflinated by 
order of the fame perfon. 

Mahobut Jung, thinking to fecure to his fuc- 
ceflbr the attachment of Meer Jaffier, bellowed 
on this officer the moft important truft in go- 
vernment, with his (ifter in marriage; and on 
his death- bed, recomr^ended the young nabob, in 
the moft folemn manner, to his' tutelage and pro- 
tedlon. If, therefore, Vhe cowdv\d of Meer Jaf- 
^er were to be tried by tbe Uvj o^ v\^V\xx?\ ^^^« 
f'on, or by the rules of pt\\a\.e Vvotvowx , \\. \xs».^ 
appear in the blackeft co\o>3^xs, ^^^i tcvv^^ \w^^\v. 
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bly force an eiceration from every feeling and 
bonefi heart. It may, indeed, be ju(lly urged, 
that Mabobut Jung ihould have known, from 
perfonal experience, the infufficiency of the 
ftrongefl ties, vi^hen defigned to re-i^rain the wild 
force of ambition in an Aliatic breaft. 

The MoUahs, who are here employed in per- 
forming devotions for the repofe of the dead, 
informed our author, that the widow of Seraje>ud 
Dowlah frequently vlHts his lad dreary refidcnce, 
and performs certain mournful ceremonies in com- 
memoration of her departed hulband. 

Mooreihedabad is a city of no old date, and 
now bears the various marks of poverty and de- 
cay, an evident refult of the removal of the court. 
No buildingsr of note are feen in the city, nor are 
there, in fad, any that are worth the flighteft at- 
tention, except the Maufoleums of Mt;er Jaffier, 
his begum, and the Nabob Mberun. Thefe re- 
pofitories of men, who were once called great, 
tod whofe towering thoughts difturbed^t he peace 
of their fellow creatures, are admirably adapted 
to reprefs or mortify that vanity which has fo 
amply fallen to the lot of human beingsi, ^s, with- 
in the narrow limits of a tomb, \ain mortals be- 
hold a fpot, where the bodies, the fchemes, and 
fometimes the very names of the moft turbulent 
and afpiring are confounded in one iilent and 
UndiflinguiChed mafs. 

On the 23d of June, our traveller embarked in 
^ boat at Mooreihedabad, and proceeded up the 
*iver, with a freCh eafterly wind, for about thirty 
tuilea. Towards evening the Hindoo boatmen 
faftened their little velfel to the (liore, while they 
^aded to take iome refreihment, as il '\s t\o\. e\i^- 
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tomary with their fed to prepare any vidaals 
upon the water. 

Next day they paffed the village of Jungypore, 
on the eafiern ihore, where the company has ef- 
tablidied a msnufaStory for raw (ilk, and on the 
25th they entered the main branch of the Ganges. 
Here the river affords a fine view, that is termi- 
nated, at the extremity of a long reach, by a vifta 
of hills above Rajah Mhal, extending in a regu- 
lar chain to the north-weft. The Ganges, which 
in the vicinity of Sooty, a village near the head 
of the Callimbazar river, is full four miles acroft, 
was greatly agitated during our author's pailage 
by a ftrong wind, that gave it the appearance of 
an arm of the fea. The riches of Bengal, with 
a confiderable portion of the conveniencies of its 
inhabitants, are in a great degree derived from 
this river, which, with its numerous interfeding 
branches, tranfports fpeediiy, and at a reafonable 
expencc, the various products of diftrids, towns, 
and villages, to places where they are purchafcd 
with avidity, either for immediate confnmption, 
or for the fupply of fome more diftant marls. 
The Ganges likewife affords an important aid to 
the Engliih, in all military operations within 
their own territory, as, whilft the armies, on the 
Malabar or Coromandel coafts, are cramped and 
impeded in tl^eir motions, from a want of provi- 
fions and ammunition, and are fomeiimes oblig- 
ed to relinquiih the glories of an approaching 
vidory, for the obtainment of thefe fupplies, the 
Bengal armaments are comfortably furnifhed 
from their (lore boats, wUVi e\ex^' \e;c\uiGte equip- 
tneiit, and the Europeans e\^\o^, V\vV\y\ 'Cwtw 
camp, not only the neceffAt\^%, \>\^x. v\\c \>rkMTv«k 
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Towards evening, Mr. Forftcr arrivecl at Rajah 
Mhal, a former refidence of fome of the Bengal 
fubahdars. Ali Verdy Kban, in the commence- 
ment of his ad mi nitration, which took place In 
17^29 removed the feat of government from this 
place to Mooreihedabad« The natives of India 
are not much addi6led to curious invelligation, 
and are commonly inattentive to the biQory of 
their own country. It feems that their chief 
happiaefs is centred in the enjoyments of the 
pfeieDt hour, which are futiicient to abforb eve- 
ry gloomy refledion on the pad, and all care for 
the future. It Is probable, that Ali Verdy Khan 
removed his capital to Mooreihedabad, in order 
to keep a more vigilant watch over the adions of 
the Englifli, whom he greatly feared -, and alfo 
to profecute^ with greater convenience, the war 
againft the Mahrattas, who had invaded his coun* 
txy on the fide of the Kuttack. At prefent. Ra- 
jah Mhal bears an i'mpoveriihed afped; and were 
it not for the heaps of mouldering ruins that are 
iQtecfperfed through the town and its environs, it 
Would be difficult to difcover, that this place had 
been fo recently the principal city of a great and 
opulent chief. 

Happening to faunter into a fmall garden, near 
tie bank of the river, our author perceived an 
old man, employed in digging, who freely en- 
^cd into converfation, and obferved, that the 
- ^try fpot which he was then cultivating, was 
ftrmcrly occupied by the Nobet Ghah, or the 
^ufichall of the old palace; and that, within his 
fCcollcdion, an extenfive garden had flourifhed 
j^O front of his little inclofure, which the Ganges 
^ad now fwept away. Exclufive of the conve- 
nient and hofpitable houfe of Mr. C\eNt\2itk^» 



120 roKBTftftV TlETSLt 

which forpaed a part of the fobahdat^a pililib^ 
there is probably no region of the globe wlim 
the infiabtlity of moirameoti^ defigoed ta P|brpo- 
tuate homan grandeur, is more faithfim/ or 
gf ieVoofly exemplified than at Rajah Afbal* 

On the 26tb, Mr. Forfter pafle4 the villi^ of 
Sickerguily, and obferv^d in its vicinity a rieit 
bailding« that had been erefted for the acoQtfh!' 
modation of paflengers. . . 

Next day, befaw the town of Brintte»'isrliiii«i< 
Hindoo, or Mahometan, manfion fianda^bb'iii^ 
eminence, and a mofqae, now apparently defiirt^' 
ed. At a fmali diftance is a fcpulchral mono- 
mehti raifed to the mennbry of a Edropean m* 
tleman,*who died there on bit joamey'tb Q|^! 
cotta* 

On, the 2gth, at nboa» our travellBr regdMt 
Jimgherah, a fmall^ rocky iflahd,, where; a'lbtt' 
line of hills, ranning^ from the iouth-<eafi to tiS 
north >we(l^ forms a beautiful termination of' a 
broad range of the river. Here is ereded a fe* 
minary of Hindoo mendicants, and fome figoidj 
of very ancient fculpture are here difcernible. If 
has been affirmed that Jungherah was the plad 
of Seraje-ud-Dowlah's aflalliHation, but it feeir 
more probable thnt he was apprehended. on tfa 
fpot, whither he had fled for (belter, from Me 
Jaffier, and that he was conveyed thence 
Mooreihedabad. 

Continuing his route, Mr. Forfter obferyed" 

frame of a brick well, that flood in the middl 

the flream; its wall was in excellent prefe 

tion, and flood fifteen feet above the furfai 

ibe water. It mod WkeV^ pe\x?i\t\e^ Vo ^^svw 

J^^e, oa the bank of the Gat\^^%> \.\i^\.\% tv 
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firojcd bj repeated inundations, or by (he en- 
croachment of the river upon the country, 

• Having proceeded about thirty- five miles, the 
traveller arrived at Mongheer, which is (ituated 
on an exlenfive level, towards the weit, hav- 
ing the Ganges on the north. It is confequently 
well chofen for defence and conveniencyj yet 
the .fort, faid' to have been ereded by Sultan 
Shujab, is now mlich dilapidated, and the pri- 
vate buildings are uninhabited and in a ftate of 
decay. 

Caflum AH Khan, in the latter years of his 
government, retired to the fort of Mongheer, and 
there formed the plan of breaking the Englilh 
yoke, and of annihilating the influence of that- 
people in Bengal, as a fui table revenge for their 
great encfoacbments on his authority, and on the 
conamerce of the country. In addition to thefe 
motives, he was earneftly incited to the attempt, 
by the oflScers of his court and army, who were 
naturally alarmed at the diminution of their pow- 
er and lucrative employments. Caffeem accord- 
ingly commenced hodilities againft the £nglifb, 
which ultimately terminated in his own ruin, and 
the deflrudiop of the Mahometan g(jvernment in 
Bengal. With Cafleem Ali ended, virtually, the 
power of the fubahdars. Meet Jaffier made a 
feeble attempt to refume his authority, in his 
lad adrainiilration, but it foon terminated in his 
death, and in leaving the Englifh fupreme rulers 
of a large and valuable territory. 

By a judicious and equitable manageme\\t o^^ 
the Rajah MhaJ and Baug\e^o>:LT ^A\i\\^s , "^^"^ • 
Cleveland, (whofe merits are Ns^tW Vv\u^xv Vo 'Ccwe. 
iterarjr world), has confider'abX^ \acA\\V^^^«^^ '^'^'^. 
y/Jeaion of the revenue, and e,\e2iV\^ \v^cx^^^^ 
Vol. XXIV. TV.T ^ ^^ 
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the^umber of iohabitanta. In the dcpen3rn<5 
of MoDgheef»aDd in the e:>iteofive mercau of that 
places which are reibrte4 to ^y various traderii, 
the iocreafe of population is confpicuous > aod in 
copfeqnence of fotnefbtnooas exertions, twelve 
hundred Moantaineers, who formerly dwdt in 
the fortrefle^y and fiibfifled entirely by plunder 
l^are now entered ihto the Britiih fervice^ and 
are embodied in a corps, that baa every appear- 
ance of beccuniny ufefol to the (tate. The gen- 
tle treatment inown to thefe perfons, with the 
fiiperior advantages which thejr derive frooi their 
prefent fitoation, maft oertaiirlj operate as power* . 
fol indacements to their brethren, in follawin^ 
to esceUent and profiuUe an exa mple. The de* 
predations of thefe men, at former periods, ren- 
dered the foads fo extremely dangerou^j that ef- 
corts were Rationed at Qsrtain polis, for the pro^ 
tedion of travellers, and detachments of two or 
three battalions were fometimes fent againft the 
favage inhabitants of the Bauglepour hills, who 
have now underuken the defence of a country^' 
which they had long waded by rapine, and en- 
fanguined with repeated murders. 

Quitting Mongbeer, on the 3d of July, our an* 
thor arrived on the 5th at Patna. This city is to* 
lerably fpacious and very populous, though much 
fallen from that importance that was attached to 
the refidence of the fubahdar of Bahar. The 
great cultivation of poppies in the contiguoos 
diftrids, together with fome falt-petre work8» * 
have rendered Patna the centre of an extenfive 
commerce, and invefled its inhabitants with affln- 
ence. The different manuia6lviic& oi ^\\Ntx Atott% 
sad wood, are but little \^feuoI,\ti^^^^^^^l*^a 
^o/b ofEatopo } and when tVx^ i\x^w:itS& ol ^ 
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tools and the fimplicity of the procefs are duly 
confidered, the degree of delicacy acquired by the 
artifans, in their refpedive profelfions^ demands 
a tribute of unfeigned admiration. 

Numerous remains of public and private edi- 
fices, fcattered through Patna and its environs in- 
dicate a former extent and magnificence^ which 
now no longer exifl. An ancient name of this 
place, ftill recolIe6ied by fome of the inhabitants, 
and approximating to that given by Strabo and 
Pliny, to the fuppofed capital of India, has fug- 
geded an opinion that Patna is ere6ted on the fite 
of the celebrated Palibcrtha. Curiofity, and a 
momentary deiire to indulge fome melancholy 
reflexions, induced Mr. Forfter to vifit the fpot 
where the £nglifh were barbaronfly maifacred by 
the command of Caifeem AH. The former build- 
ings are all removed, and a well-proportioned 
monument, but deftitute of infcription, has been 
ereded in commemoration of that dreadful event. 

On the 13th of July, our author continued his 
route to MnzufFerpour, the refidence of the col- 
ledtor of Tirhoot, an extenfive didriX, about 
forty miles to the northward of Patpa, and pro- 
ducing a revenue of about fix and a half lacks of 
rupees. 

Proceeding acrofs the country, on the 30th, 
Mr. Former vifited a long (draggling town, called 
Cboprah, (ituated on the northern fide of the 
Ganges, at the dif!ance of twenty miles from 
Patoa. Jt is the refidence of the colledor of Sa- 
rina and Champoran, diftrids yielding an annual 
revenue of fourteen and a ba\^ \acYs ol xw-^^^^* 
"Previous to the capture of this v\ace>o^ \>cv^%«^- 
^li(b, the French and Dutch had l2.9LO\\a^ <^«^ 
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for I he purpofe of manufaduring falt-petre, it 
which this part of the country abounds; and it 
is a (ingular fa6t, that the Dutch, though com- 
pelled to buy the greater part of their crude falt- 
petre from the Englifh, were, notwith(landing» 
enabled to fell it in a purified ftate^ at a lower 
price than that of tlie Engliib manufa&ure. 
This commercial advantage muft be afcribed to 
the rigid fyftem of economy, obferved by the 
Dutch in all their operations, and to the unre- 
laxing attendon to buiinefs, with which that 
people feem to be coniiitutionally endowed. 

On the 12th of Auguft, ouf author quitted 
Choprah, and on the 17ih arrived, by water, at 
Buxar; in the neighbourhood of which, CafTaoi . 
AH and Shujah-ud-Dowlah made th<^ir laft'cfr 
fort againft the Britifh arms. The ftiperior num- 
bers who crowded the plains of Buxar, on behalf 
of thofe chiefs, -availed but little, .(iWfen oppoftd. 
to the fmall, but well difciplined and rfefolute 
body of the Engliib ; who, after a fmart adioa 
of two hpurs, completely routed the combined 
forces, and took the whole of their artillery. 

The fort of Buxar is fituated on the exterior 
limits of the Bahar province, and though fmall, 
is fufficiently tenable to refift the common at- 
tacks of a native power. The prefent command- 
ant has likewife added to its fecurily, by fome 
confiderable improvements; and. for the better 
prote6tion of the people, who inhabit the ad- 
jacent towns, he has encompafTed a large fpacc, 
to the eaftward of the fortifications, with a ditch 
and rampart. 
2'/»e curiofities to be feen al lBkV\Y.?ix , ?Lxe by no 
means numerous, and fcarceXv me,\\V atv f?x\\vwvRi\- 
aii'oti. There is, however, ov\e motvviYw^^v ^\t^- 



IN INDIA, &€• 125 

ed on a fmall mount, to the weAward of the fort> 
that is as highly efiimated by the Hiodoos as is 
the blood of St. Januariusby theNeapolitans> or 
the holy houfe at Loretto by Catholics in gene- 
ral. This nnonument is facred to the memory of 
the Gold Ram, who may be occalionally fecn offi- 
ciating as the Mars of the Hindoos, and is faid 
to have the diredion of war and vidory. It is 
affirmed that Ram, whllft a youth, made a vilit to 
this eminence, where he remained for the fpace 
of fcvcD tiays, in order to learn the art of ma- 
naging the bow, from fome learned maimer ; and 
. fo miraculous were his feats in after times, with 
^ this weapon, that if the moft moderate of them 
were fo be recorded, our readers would readily 
acknowledge, without torturing the phrafe, that 
Kara " drew a long bow." 

At the diilance of two miles. to the weftward 
oT Buftar, the province of Bahar is terminated 
and divided, from Benares, by Torin Nullah, a 
rivalet that falls into the Ganges, though the Ca- 
ramnaffa river, from being of greater note than 
the Nullah, and running contiguous to it, is 
connmonly called tUe boundary. In croffing this 
river on fervice, the officers on the Bengal efta- 
bJidiraent become entitled to double pay, on ac- 
count of the extraordinary expences incurred in 
countries far diflant from the fea coafts, and 
where European articles fell at an advanced price, 
from the charges of convryaiice. 

•The view from Buxar, into the Benares pro- 
vince,, is extremely beantifu) and pidturefque. 
An extenfive plain, Ikirted by a broad, winding 
river, and partially clothed with exuberant fields 
of corn, is highly gratify m^ lo VV\^ ^'^^ ^"^ n^^ 
fpcdator, wlulti groves of \oiw vt€.^%> vKvVfcxl^^-^^^^ 



ia6 vorstbr's TRAVSI.8 

with large and pleafant villages, complet 
grandeur of the landfcape* and impreffes/thi 
templatire mind with cheerfulnefs and coat 
After ^ fhoTt ftay of fix days at Byilai 
traTeller coqtinaed his roate by water, and 
26tb arrived at the city of Bpnares, which, 
foftly boildingty wealth, and population, 
Qioft confiderable of thofe now remaining 
poffeffion of the Hindoos. 
. At the diflanee of eight miles from Benai 
it ia approached on the river, from theeafl 
the ftraoger's attention is attraded by the 
of two lofty minarets, ere6ted.by commi 
Araogiebe, on the fobndatioo of an ai 
Hindoo temple, dedicated to the Mbah 
The conftro&oo of this Mahometan pile, 
feems, from its elevation, to look down wit 
'tsmph/on the fallen objeds of the Hindo 
CuUar veneration, was in ail probability in 
ed on.the mind of Arungzebe, in confeque 
an intemperate deflreof infulting their rel 
and, if fuch was his delign, it has been com 
ly ai^fwered, as the Hindoos confider this i 
ment as a difgraceful record, that proclai 
every-ftranger the debafementof their cit; 
the pollution of their favourite worftiip. 

The town is built at the diftance of one 

from the northern bank of the Ganges, and 

pies a fpace of about two miles and a half. 

ny of the houfes are built of Hone, rcfeo 

that fpecies found in the quarries of Poi 

and which abounds in this country. Th 

remarkably high, ComeV\mc% couiidiri^ of 

ievea /Tories ; but ibe Ctxeeis, ^Xxe.^^ \\\^^ 

^aUd'iDg^ fiand, are £o cx^u^oxd^ w^^t^ss 
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foadmjf of two common carriages abrea(!. This 
ci>rapreffed arrangement of the buildings hab to- 
tally deftroycd the eflfefts, which fymroetry and 
arrangement wQuld ctbcrwife have bellowed on 
one of the finefl capitals in India; and thecompli- 
cafe^ inconveniences of a confined atmofpbcre> 
an intolerable liench ariiSng from feveral pieces of 
fiagnated water, and the fikh thnt is imprudent* 
1^ thrown from the hou fes into the flreets, ren- 
der the fit nation of European refidents equally 
nnpleafant and pernicious. 

Faffing over our author's account of the Hin- 
doos mythology, which, though intereliing to 
buTi fl^ an individual, feeqis unimportant to our 
plan, and would in fa6t only ufurp ihe place of 
more important matter, we haftcn to inform our 
readers that, on the 3d of November, Mr.Forftcr 
made an excurfion to Bidgi-ghur, a place ren- 
dered famous in the annals of Bengal^ from a 
large amount of treafurc acquired there by the 
Bntiih troops. On the firfi day our author ar- 
rived at Lutteef'ghur, about eighteen miles to 
the fouth-weft of Benares. The fort is entirely 
deferted* and the paiTage leading to it is almoft 
choked .up by bruibwood, and the projeding 
branches of trees. Lutteef-ghur is fituated in 
the centre of a circular range of hills, from the 
fummtt-of which, a thick and high wood reaches to 
the walls of the fort. The air in this place be- 
ing deprived of a quick circulation, has acquired 
a mtalignaot quality, and communicates its perni- 
cious influence to all anioftal bodies. It is in fuch. 
iitiiations as this, that a d'l^ea^e \% v^o^vjwcfc^-fc 
wh^cb, under the name of, " iV^e Vv\\\ ^cn^xT ^^.'^^ 
vadies every part of the ammsA ecouotx^i , c^wV^ 
mwatCB the whole m^s of b\ood, ^iu^Il \e\vx\KJ^^ 
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yield to any thing but thie ploweir of metennr^^ 
The water ^Ifo partakes^ in (ucb pla'cea, at. ^'i*.' 
milar noaiooa propertf. 

At the gate of the fort, a poor Mahoawtan' fiii^ 
qair had taken pp hit lonely r^denoe. Hia %!itf 
and' emaciated appearance gave a naelaodMlM 
proof of the deftrndive climate of Lmteef-gbii|$ 
yet» when Mr. Forfi^r reqaefied htm to 4°^,^:^ 
difmal a flation, and go where he might msoM 
hif healthrhe acknowledged tjbat he preferred 'tii^ 
eziftence In this place« under a harden of dffel|ftii , 
and the precarions charity of pafleBgers, to a W 
moval to fome other part* where he might hejl^ 
ully unknown, and confeqaently beexpurfed'lf 
the riO; of ftarvins. ' ■• 

On the 4th, after ajonrney of twenty oonaiC 
onr author arrived at the foot of Bidg^-ghnr bfflT 
wb6re he repofed till the morning, and tt»erf 
walked up to the fort, which be deicribes as t 
circumvaliation of the crown of a rocky hill, 
meafuring rather more than two miles from the 
immediate bafe to the fummit. 

The artificial fortification pofTeiTes but little 
flrength, and its materials are by no means fub- 
fiantial, as may be feen by a £flure of the wall, 
caufed by the rains, and. alfo by a breach tbat 
was made during the fiege. 

This ilrong hold owes its importance folely to 

its height and fteepnefs, which are fo favourable 

that, if it had been defended with any tolerable 

degree of refolution, its capture would certainly 

have been attended with much bloodfhed and 

difficulty. Three deep tefovom, oii the top of 

the hill, fapply the garriCoi\ -wvvVi vj2A5W • ^tsRsfc 

of the baaions, on the eaftctn Cide, wr; to^i^xN^ 

^7proje£ting branches of t\ic ^^^^>^^ ^^^^^^^ 
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rounding pr«rpe6t is divcrtified and highly pic* 
turefque. The ri(ing and fetting fun exhibits, 
«t Bidgi-ghur, a megniiicent fpedaclc, and im- 
preiTes the fpedator with the warmefi gratitude, 
to that adorable Being, whofe bounteous hand 
renews with each fucceflTive day the bleiSngs of 
bis creaturrs, and whofe incomparable love 
vouchfafes to affix fome peculiar benefit or beau- 
ty to all the various parts of his creation. The 
▼iew of the fetting fun takes in the river Soane, 
vhich is feen to meander through a long trad of 
Avcrnfied country, while its filver Hream refieds 
the parting rays of the heavenly luminary, and 
idds freih brilliancy to the enchanting fcene. 
A fort alfo appears, on the declivity of a diflant 
croinencej which is only obfervtd in the evening 
profprft. 

The village Mow, fituated at the bottom of 
the defccnt, which was well peopled, and pof- 
fcfled a confidernble iliare of commerce, before 
the capture of Bidgi-ghur, is now defcrted and 
in roins. The lofs of this village is feverely felt 
io many, parts of the country, as it was the only 
mart for fupplying the wants of the neighbour* 
ing mountaineers, who bartered their wares with 
the inhabitants, for the produce of the low lands. 
This commercial communication has now ce^fcd, 
and the Benares traders have but little connec- 
tion with the inhabitants of the hills, who are a 
bardy, adive race, and might, if properly eiicou- 
- raged, prove a very valuable addition to the Bri- 
tiih t'opps in that quarter. It feems they are 
bappily exempt from that fpeeies of fcvt^ ^ Ivvcv- 
^nt to a hi]}}' country, whicb U?vs» to c.\>ieVvN *^^• 
^jrmd the health of ihe Rng\»{h *, v\ot CslO \Vc>^ ^^- 
teriaia fuch prejudices, in ibe'u moe^^ oi \\n\^^ 
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tifiiKfttbe faigher ranka of the Hindoo^ 
winch tiave' beea frequently known lo 
raff mniliiiry operations. Buiwratit Sii ^ 
meani of intrigae apd dired diihonctly, Tdzed 
on Bid|[i«gbui^f and Areogthened it. as ihe chW 
repoBKofytif hit riches; artd hts Ton afterwards 
Augoaelttftl' Ibe work, increaft^J the trearurt^, 
and';itnWe$ibed the p!acc with a Arong bridge 
of Atme^' (hat'rtiits acrofs a fmall river at tbc boi- 
loin of iBt f^itt. ' - \i 

' ltaWbg*r6tt>1ved on proceeding, by a northern [ | 
fdote^ to Eiirope^ our author sirumed the name 
of a GeOrgiaiia for the Take of travelling witb 
greatbr fa^tjr; qoitted Benares/ on horfeback, 
OB the 12tH of lD[e<iefiQberi and after an agree- 
able j^drntjt oi foar days, he arrived at Allaha- 
bad. 

The fbrtrefs of Allahabad, fonnded by the^j^ 
peror Acbar, poiTefies a beautiful and comtdflH 
pus fituation, od the point of land which foma 
the coofluence of the Ganges and Jumna: -The 
fnrrounding fcenery is remarkably interefHog» * 
and when the flo\^ of water is rapid and fpa- 
cious, an air of fnperipr grandeur is attached to 
its ufual charms. On one fide, the Ganges rolti 
down, with a ftrong and yellow tide; and, on the 
other, the Jumna glides, with a clearer Aream* 
by the walls of the fort. To this favourite and 
facred fpot, a large affembly of Hindoo pilgrims 
refort annually, in order to wa(h away thdr i 
tranfgreffionsi and obtain permidion to begin a ] 
hew fcore. In return for this indulgence, they ! 
farnJfh the yearly fum of 50,000 rupees, to the 
vizier's trca fury. The fori oC K\\2\wXi^^ \% VwwlC 
of {lone, and is amply fopijWedL VvvVk to^«\k «^ 
afefui haildihgs. for the p\ea£\3LXts^tv^VX^^«s«»«^ 
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niences of life. The Ghah Padfliil^ or imperial 
apartment, is defcribed as one of the beft pieces 
of Mahometan architecture that our author had 
fecn in the courfe of his travels. The interior of 
its Qpper room is conHruded of variegated mar- 
ble, of exquifite colours, and neatly adjufted. 
From hence, ** the Lord of the World," as he is 
entitled by his fubjcds, has a diftinft view of 
twelve different fuits of female apartments, in 
the front of which the beauteous handmaids are 
arranged, when he ilTues his mandate, that he 
may feled the favourite of the day. 

In the palace-yard fiands an ancient pillar, of 
aboat forty feet high, confifting of one entire 
fione> which coarfely refemblcs porphyry, and is 
covered with an inlbription, in the ancient Hin- 
doo charader; but the letters are fo much im- 
paired, by the ravages of time, that they are be- 
come illegible. The Mahometans, who furiouf- 
ly deftroyed every monumrnt and curious veftige, 
not expreflive of ihrir doftrine, have endeavour- 
ed to claim the conlirudion of this pillar, which 
18, by the Hindoos, attributed to a powerful 
chief, called Beemfliyne, and have accordingly 
engraved, over the Hindoo record, the names of 
feveral of their emperors, fince the time ot Bnbr, 
the firft monarch of the race of Timur, who 
fwayed the fceptre of Hindoftan. 

This pillar, which bears tlw mark of great an- 
tiquity, is fufficicnt to demonftrate that Allaha- 
bad was a place of importance, long before the 
era of the Mahometan conqucft of India Wc 
ihould indeed pafs an unjaft auvl cotA^^w^Vo^wi^ 
cenfare on the undcrftanding o^ vVit «itie\«w\VCvcw- 
loos, did wc indulge the fupv^Cwxcvtv* VV^X ^V^^ 
verlooked a fituation fo adm\i;iV\^ ^^^.'^v^^ ^ 
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the e^joymemt^ of iifcr, and to the pcrforroance laf 
ttidr religious dutii^s. Altniifl as' manj^^ ctKks 
have becQ liroiight ibrwardj hy modcra ,it5thot% 
to prefer thctrcLiims to tlie Polybonha of ladia^ 
as of old ctjtitefled for the birth-place of the im* 
tnofial Grecian bard; A celebrated Frencb gc* 
ographer fecmj* to give the palm to Allakibadjj 
Strabo, hon^evfT, has mentioned a grand caulf** 
Way* leading from Polybortha into the interioC] 
of the country; and as fucb ftrudures a re cod* ] 
fpicao'iia'and duriible, U mi g lit be rationaJIy fupr 
pofedj that Tome p^irt of this road would hfl*i 
been ftill vifibft:^ but our anthor acknowledge^ 
that on the mott carefn} eita mi nation, he couIJ 
not difcover its mofl: diftant trace. A mound of ■ 
earth is obferved to extend about a mile^ in a Iidc 
with the Ganges, where It approaches the fort| 
but this was certainly thrown up to fecure tbq 
town from the inconvenience of occafjonal iouo*' 
rfatioti. . ;' 

About a mile to the eaftward of Allahabad^ 
ftatids the tomb of Sultan Khufro^ in tti&wdft 
of an e^itenfire garden, inclofed with a htf^ 
wallj and embel1i(hed with a variety of tivo^ 
As the public edifit:e^s of the Mahometaoa ait 
conftrufted of the worft fpecies of the 6oth«p oiw 
der, they feldom afford much pleafure to a £p» • 
tator, who is taught to admire the more fiinple 
and cbafte proportions of art; yet the cbauiblettfli * 
of khufro, though compriiing few of the ratef 
of architefture, has fomethiDg peculiarly pleaf? 
ing in its appearance, and difFufes around it m 
air of meJancholy, congervvaWy ^mvV^ to the dor 
Sgn of its foundatloa. TVie iotxa ol xNic^Vo^ 
fng' is neatU fquarc; it \% mfc^ ixotsi\>aft v^ 
*jr A low flight of ftepft, ^xA \^% t, N^vXv^x<jri 
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in form of a dome, whofe exterior is covered 
with fine coloured tiles, on which the refledioa 
of the fun produces a very agreeable effrd. 

Adjoining this fepulcbral monument is one of 
a fmaller lize, faid to have been eredted in com- 
memoration of a female branch ot the imperial 
family. Some Mahometan prielts, viho live in 
the garden, keep the maufoleum clean; and the 
different appurtenances a^-e ihU in excellent pre- 
fervation, particularly the wooden bier^ in which 
the deceafed is faid to be depolited. 

Obferving a fmall curtain upon the wall, Mr. 
Forfter drew it afide, and felt himfelf imprelled 
with a great degree of awe, on difcoveriog the 
figure of an open hand, engraved on black mar- 
b^. Adverting to the nature of the place, and 
the pnrpofe of its eredion, he at firft imagined 
that the hand, or power of the Deity, was de- 
noted by this reprefentation : but a few moments 
recoUedion convinced him that Mahomed, Ali» 
Fatima, Huflin, and Hullein, were dei'cribed by 
the emblem, and that it had been covered, in 
compliance with the law, which excludes all 
works of fculpture and painting from among the 
devotions of Muffulmen. 

The revenue once paid into the royal treafury, 
by t.^e Allahabad diflrids, was equivalent to fe* 
Tcnty lacks of rupees; but the ftate of the vi- 
Eiera country is now fo feverely impoverifhed 
and^ depopulated, that it is at prefent reduced to 
one fourth of the original fum. 

Shaiftah Khan (who was appointed by Aning« 
«ebe to govern the provinces of Betx^'aV ^tv^ ^"^^ 
bar, after the death of Amir JumXaVC^ Vv^^ «v- 
r/ched the vicinity of Allahabad vi\V\\ rcv^ti^ TWi- 
lumcntB of bin J/berality. Oa au vi\'L>3\«A.'t^ toO« 
Vox. XXIY. N *^ 
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in the Jumna, near the city, and at a fmall dif- 
tance from the fouthern bank, he caufed a lofty ' 
apartment to be ereded, which commands a dif- { 
tant and wildly-diverflfied view, and is rendered 
extremely pleafant by the refrefhing b.reezes of 
the river. A Perfian infcription informs the 
fpeda tor, that this charming retreat was finiflied, 
in the year 1 645, by order of Shaiftah KhaE>. 

India has been ever celebrated for affording 
convenient accommodations to the traveller, who 
ieldom fails, at the di(lance of eight or ten miles, 
to meet with a public lodging, or a refervoir of 
water, where he may quench his thirll, and per- 
form his wonted ablutions. As the generality 
of the inhabitants have but few fuperfluoai 
lyants, owing to the date of their climate and the 
fimplicity of their life, a flight fhelter againft the 
fun and rain, plain food, and a fmall portion of 
clothing, conftitute a large (hare of their com- 
forts. In Upper.India, the economy of Karawan 
Serah, or the ferauce, is conduced in a better 
manner, and its conveniences are more fenlibly 
felt than in the fonthern parts of the country. 
An inclofed area, containing feveral fmall apart- 
ments, is appropriated to the ufe of travellers, in 
every confiderable village. The ftationary te- 
nants of the ferauce, many of whom are females, 
approach the ftranger, on his entrance, and ex- 
patiate, in the moll alluring manner, upon the * 
various excellencies of their feveral lodgings. 
When the choice is made, a bed is prepared for 
his repofe, a pipe is brought for his amufement, 
and the culinary utenfils are cleaned previous to 
his repad. 'I'he charges 3lt& e;xUe.vc\^\>j reafona- 
ble^ and if the travcUei U \wc\\^t^ \o \vi^\s^^ 
bitnCdf^ the addiiioa oi vVitet-^^^^^> ^-^ ^^Iv^ ox^v 
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oarj acknowledgment, will procure a fumptuous 
fare^ with the accompaniment of a fauce, which, 
lAr. Forder obferves, ''an alderman might figh 
for over his callipalh.'* 

After attending at a funeral ceremony, per- 
formed in commemoration (^f Huifein, the (on of 
Ali and Fatima, our author quitted Allahabad, 
on the 201 h of December, and proceeded to Beg- 
hum Serauce, a Ration of (ix miles. 

Next morning he breakfaded at Tutty Pour, 
or the Place of Victory; and, on enquiring why 
fo fmalland contemptible a village had been dii- 
tinguifhed by fuch an appellation, he was told, 
that a (ignal vi^ory had been obtained there, in 
former times, but his iutelligencer could give no 
account of the particulars. 

Towards evening, he arrived at Alum Chund, 
the north-well limit of the Allahabad diftrids. 
The afpe^t of the country was exceedingly bar- 
ren and gloomy, owing, as it was faid, to the ra- 
pacity of a former renter. On entering the fe- 
rauccy Mr. Forfter found the hofts, with their 
fpoufes, buHly occupied in the celebration of a 
marriage. Tiie joy and merriment, which cir- 
culated in their affembly, could not be furpaflfed. 
The men were colledled in a body, drinking ar- 
rack, tiad beating a fmall drum; and a feparate 
afleroblage of women were chewing beetle, and 
coDverfing with furpriflng fpirit and volubility. 
Yet, though the jubilee had engroifed a great 
ihare of their attentioh, they were by no means 
remifsin point of hofpitality, but cheerfully fup- 
plicd the traveller with an excelleut fwi^\»c\ ^^<i^ 
a convenient lodging. 

Continuing his route, the fo\\oV\t\^ e^?.^^S.^t- 
$bout fereBteea miles, our author ai\x\Nt^> "^l 
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uppti af the fcr^nce of Shahzadpour, which \Qgtr 
thc^r wUh the town, i$ faid ro have been builtbf 
ShaK^ah Kharii a Doblemiu^, who wa» highly cC" 
lebrfifed for hi^ eloqucDCe and eWg^nt tlylc <^ 
wrili'ig' The fennice.of Shahaadponr, cotiitruft' 
«[l cbief^y of brick ^q<^ mortar> is fupplied whb 
fcveral large and conveuient apartnoenrs, butj 
from watu of repair, omc aogle of the edifice h»% 
fallen ituo ruin?, " h is." fays Mr, Forfler, 
*' ferioully to be lamented, that buildings, foun<i- 
ed on priacipl^'fi of public fpirit, or motives equal- 
ly benf^hcinl to the ^^tc^ and whole ufes are iq 
fo uaiverfully experienced, {hould be fu0ered to 
Cttoulder into drc^iy/' 

On the firfi foundation of the larger feriauccs, 
it Terms that certtiin portiram^ of land, or other ef- 
tablilbod funds, were appropriated to »hcir need- 
ful repairs; butt \n later perioJj^^ the (li^te of Hiu* 
' doflaii haR been fo mach diihafled, and either 
the oppreiTiona or the poverty of its rulers havft 
been I'o great, that thcle grants; have been refunn- 
cd, or turned from iheir original purpofe. Nor 
are the rulers aiyiie :^ofwerabk for the neKledoff 
dilapidation of their e^hfices, but a large fliare of 
cenfnre mufl. juftly fall upon the wbfjle body of 
the people, whofe weak minds are vitiated with 
iclf love ami oi^LOtation, and who pariiciilarly 
expofe ttiefe failhigs in the found fit ion of tbeir 
public works. Our aalhor once atked a Hindooi, 
who was fupevin tending the eonftruflionof apkcfl 
qf wor^ip, why, in a eounlry famed for charita- 
ble benefadions, fo many oM edilices, allotted lO 
fhe ;Jurpofes of religion and hfiJpitallty, wer« 
permitted fo drop mturw\Txs, w\^«t^^,U they hid 
been repaired, contideraUe tvxcna oi \^^\<^^ m\^\ 
Mve becQ faved. ^ad caaft^ % ijtXxi^'Sfc xew»!» 
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cnt of antiquity refcued from oblrvion. To 
is queftion the Afiatic ingenuoufly replied. 
Were I to expend my whole eftate in repairs, 
e building would Hill retain the nanie of it9 
iginal founder 5 but by the eredion of a new 
le, my own name will be tranfmitted to pofte- 
:y." According to this anfwer, it appears that 
e entire credit of creding a pagoda, ferauce,' 
other public edifice, will be given to him who 
ft laid the foundation, and that no account 
ill be taken of him who may occafionally en- 
:h the fabric with fuitable embellilhments. 
Happening tofmifs his road, in the way to 
!anickpour, Mr. Forfter went to "Kurrah Ma- 
ckpour, in the vicinity of which are fome re- 
ains of a coniiderable fort. Amongft the ruins 
ere obferved fome broken fragments of Hindoo 
ulpture, of the fame kind as that feen on a cu- 
3US antique monument, in the neighbour* 
x)d of Benares. Feftocwis of flowers are fculp- 
red on this monument, which, for the fimple 
egance of the defign and the exad nicety of 
le execution^ may vie with the works of fome 
jropean maimers. 

As the air was intenfely cold, and the hoflefs 
the ferauce was unable to procure any fucce- 
mcain for a quilt, our author pafled a flerplefs 
id uncomfortable night, and haliened the next 
orning tocrofs the Ganges at Gootre, two miles 
ilow the village of Kurrah Manickpour. Af- 
r travelling about eighteen miles, he reached 
!u(iaphabad, and rejoined his fervants, from 
hora he had feparated, in confc^vx^TiCfc oi V\J^ 
v'lBUon from the right road. 
From the rains of Kurrah fort, iVi^ Ovci^^^ ^'^. 
I windJag beautifully round Ibc boUom o^ N>a^ 
N 3 ^^^' 



bilt, aod apraiediately op|M>fite, on the iierthfM 
fliore, ftaodft the village Maoickfoar* 
' , ConiinaiDg bit joar.nej tbroogh a ^owOsrfmA 
ffoter^d with foreft woodi^ par aotbor arrlWl^lL 
tbe Mth at fiareil|i, a fortified rei^o» at tbf^dK^ 
Uoce of ' tweoty^foar iniles frem MaJiapiM^M* ' 
Next, day ha reached Doolipdy*. Uie- prindfri 
town of a difirid, rented by •o? of llui^yi«i«i% 
6roQrite Hiodooe, and od the a6tb he p fw ce ad*. 
ed to Safeiody, where there it lUtie e|fe to cdmI 
tbe eye of a Arangery^ban the wild af»pearaiiea W 
e fteril and aoculttvated coantry, tbe reverfe af 
what migbt he ratiooally ei^e^ed ia thf ncfalft- 
ty of a capitMl city. 

From Dooliadyy Mr. Forfler tnivellad to Look* 
oow, which he defcribet at a large ud popnlM 
city> but totally deftitoie of fyaaaaetricat arrangji 
il^nt aod elegance. Tbe ftreets are narfQi*» iMp 
even» aod^&xtreoiely dirty. The Goonnty, rJunniBg 
00 the oortbern fide of tbe town» is navigable te 
boatg of ordinary dinaen(ions> at all feafonf of tbe 
year, and falls into the Ganges, between Benares 
and Ghazepour. A line of boats, extended acrofii 
the iireacn, forms an excellent communicatioo 
with a large fuburb. 

Anxious to conceal himfelf from obfenratieo^ 
and finding that fome of the citizens began to 
Hiake inquifitive remarks, our author croflU tbf 
water, and procured a private and cooimodiooi ' 
lodging, in ihe Huden Gunge ferauce. Having 
fome bufinefg Co tranfad at Lucknow, previooi 
to his journey to Europe, be left his fervants at 
ih€ Terauce, on pretence of vifiting tbe Boglift 
camp, and went to tUe cUy* wWxe^ W ^tt^ea^^ow 
€d u> obtain admUtancc, (aa«i>Aio^\3\\»ftJt^^\ 
to oete of tlic pffiicwi \)uVi!iiW^^«w»»^ 
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\hc attendants in the fofteft and moft perfuafive 
manaar to inform their mafier of bis arrival, they 
roQghly anfwered, that the gentleman was at 
breakfaft» and conld not be feen. Mr. Forfter 
Bo«r cried another door^ which feemed lefs flrid- 
ly guarded ; bnt there alfo his prayer was inef- 
fie^tnal, and at he had nothing in his pocket to 
snforce his requeft^ he was compelled to retire, 
Dotwithfbinding the weather was extremely ful- 
tiy, and the di^ance to his lodging was at lead 
foiir miles. This little occurrence ferved to con- 
rince our author of the efficacy of his difguife, 
ind the fluency of bis aflumed language. Re- 
turning to his lodging, he faw another European 
tu>afe» into which he procured admittance, by 
telling the door keeper, that his attendance had 
been required. 

Daring t|)e twenty days that he continued at 
Lncknow, in which time he frequently vifited 
the Engliih gentlemen, no perfon feemed to re- 
rard him with fufpicion. His landlady, indeed^ 
teemed anxious to difcover the caufe of his fre- 
quent excurfions; but, not receiving a fatisfado- 
7 anfwer to her enquiries, (he concluded that he 
bad formed fome female intimacy, and gave her- 
felf infinite credit for the undifpured detedioa. 

Previous to his departure from the territories of 
A.iroffud Dowlah, or, as he is often entitled, the 
ITizier of the £mpirr, our traveller made the fol- 
lowing remarks on the Oude government : 

This country is bounded on the north by fome 
Mrtsof Siranagur and Napaul; on the eaft by 
he £ngli(h poifeilion.s' ; on the fo\\\V\ Y>n vVv^xV 
ytrJamnsf and on the weft by the. V>o^\> ?iw^ >>cvfc 
angcg. The Oude territories. >wb\cV\ ^xci %<e.x\^* 
•// £at Mnd fertile, arc wptcred by tbfc Cio^x«\\ 

Oootswv 
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Goomty, Ganges, Jumoa and Gunduck, exclafive 
of many rivulets. Tbefe rivers interfed a large 
fpace of the country, and Bow through moil of 
the principal towns; they alfo prefent Srong bar- 
riers again ft the Mahrattah, Seick, or Ndbgbol 
cavalry. The vizier's provinces, faid to yield, at 
prefent, a revenue of two millions (ierling, have 
experienced a fad decay fince the death of Shu- 
jah-ud-Dowlah. The inhabitants affirm that the 
population of the country is diminifbed, and that 
the commerce has alfo fuffered a oiournful di- 
minution. 

But little requires to be faid of the vizier*s mi- 
litary etlablilhment, as its utility is confined en- 
tirely to the coiledion of the revenue, the en- 
forcing of obedience on the lefTer vaifals, and the 
furnifliing a body guard. The defence of the 
country may be faid to reft wholly on the forces 
of the Englilh, which are fupplied asneceffity re- 
quires. The troops, at the period of Mr. Forftcr's 
travels, amounted to about eight thoufand Sepoys 
and five hundred Europeans, with a proper train 
of artillery. 

On the 1 8th of January 1783, our author quit- 
ted his lodgings at Lucknow, and after a dufty 
ride of fourteen miles, halted at the village Now- 
ill Gnngej and proceeded the next day to Meah 
Gunge, a thriving and populous village, faid to 
have been founded by Almas. Mr. Forlter pafled 
the evening in company with a Patau, who was 
returning from Lucknow, where he had fquan- 
dered the greatcft part of his eftate on arrack and 
courtefatjs. Jn the courfe of two hours and a 
h^Jf, oar traveller behe\d V\\rc\ evt\\v/^' \^o^qUIc8 
c^fa hnrfh, fiery fpirit, thai wa^^u^ex^tvv V^Vwti 
driven reafon eternaWy ixom \4^i vXiio^^. ^>^^ 
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Patan apologised for this eKC«*(iive potation, by 
faying that it removed every dark and melancho- 
1/ idea from his mind, which greatly diOurhed 
kimln bis cooler moments. This jovial MulluU 
man was attended bv an old mnfician, whofe ap- 

Crel befpoke extreme penury, aiul whofe gums 
d loA the greateft part of their natural embel- 
liflinofnts. This grotefque performer, during the 
interludes of his niafter's annufement, thrummed 
on a wretched guitar, which he accompanied with 
fomeof Hafez's odes, in a tone ot voice that might 
have effedaally frightened the fierceft monfler of 
the forefti. 

On the 20th oar author continued his route 
lo Baoghur Mow, a large village in the dilirid 
of Almas. Here the Patau, having complete- 
ly emptied bis purfe, fold a piece of family tin 
plate, and devoted the enfuing evening to mirth 
and voluptttoafnefs. 

■ Many of Almas's wounded Sepoys were brought 
to the ferauce, from a neighbouring fort, which 
bad been reduced, after a liege of fix weeks. Thefe 
poor creatures were dreadfully mangled, fome of 
them having balls lodged in their bodies, and others 
being fcorched by a combuiiible matter, thrown 
00 them in the courfe of the attack As Mr Forf- 
terwas fortunately poflefled of a few m^dic:)l ma- 
terials, be devoted them to the ufe of the wretch- 
ed fofFerers, and ^vith a degree of humanity that 
reflet the moft brilliant luftre upon his charac- 
ter, he applied dreffings to fuch cafes as could 
probably receive any benefit from his aflTiOance. 
In return for this generous and noble b^haviour^ 
be had the inexprelli ble fatisfadioTv o^ ^Xvv.'t^Nv^^ 
be fuccefsful effe&s of his coodne^^ vi^^ ^^n^xA 
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pel Tons, who were apparently deftined for an un- 
timely grave. 

After a tedious journey of twenty-eight miles, 
in which he had forded the Ganges with eiLtreme 
difficulty, our author arrived on the 2ift, «t the 
ancient city of Kinnouge, lituated on the fmall 
river Callinuady, that falls into the Granges about 
twenty nailes below Furruckabad. Previous to 
the Mahometan conquef!, Kinnouge was ranked 
among the mol^ wealthy and populous cities of 
Hindollan. It is faid to have contained thirty 
' thoufand (hops for the fale of beetle, and to have 
afforded employment to (ik thoufand female dao- 
cers and muficians. An extenfive fpace, covered 
with ruins, marks the ancient roagnificenoBof 
this city; though few didind ve()iges now exift^ 
except fome part of a temple erected to the ho- 
nour of Setab, the wife of Ram, which has been 
cxorcifcd by fome zealous Muffulman, and con- 
verted into a place of wor(hip; but, as the prc- 
fcnt race of Indian Mahometans are fupinely re- 
gardlefs of their prophet and his religion, the 
tnofqne is now defiled and abandoned. This an- t 
cient edifice was conftruded of lione, but in fe- 
veral cavities formed by the rain, our author ob- 
ferved parts of brick wall, funk twenty feet be- 
neath the level of the town, and the inhabitants 
. affirm, that fmall pieces of gold and filver arc 
frequently difcovered among the foundfitions. 
This city was plundered by the Mahrattas, who 
alfo laid wafte the adjacent country, previoufly 
to the battle of Panifrett, in ijOl. After this 
event, which proved of the utmoft importance to 
the Mahometan powe.T, \u\5^v^x \v\d\'aL^ Ahmed 
A^AanJBuiioriih.the chicio^ YunvxcV.^Xi^s.ei.^oOi.^'jiV 
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)f the diftridsof Kinnouge, which, under 
srnment, began to emerge from its ruin« 
:e, and alTumed fymptoms of a recovery 
5 now entirely effaced. 
*edtng for about eighteen miles^ our aa- 
rived on the 23d, at the village Khodah 
in the territory of Muzzuflfer Jung, an 
t young man, who is tributary to.Aflbf* 
v\ah, 

: day, Mr. Forfter reached Furruckabad, 
be contrived to elude the company of bis 
icquaintance, (whofe pleafures began to 
Kpentive, and very noify), and to enter the 
i artillery camp, where he was received 
^litenefs, and treated with every mark of 
iity and attention. 

be expiration of four days, he refumed his 
r, and rode to Kytterah, a large village, 
weftern (ide of the Ganges; from whence 
ceded next morning, to Allahapour, where 
s only one houfe of entertainment, and 
fords no nodurnal accommodation. After 
, our author propofed to the hodefs, that 
ould pafs the night under the fame roof; 
! dame, mi flaking the purport of his defire, 
ing roufed, to indignation, at the idea of 
scency, fainted him with a torrent of re- 
.. •* In the exercife of the tongue," fays 
rfler^ '< a female of Hindofian has but few 
, and if (he has ever followed a camp, I 
onounce her invincible on any ground in 
i» An Englifh woman, educated at oac 
oted feminaries, andlkvUedm aWVJci^i^wv.- 
vpafs ofdebntOj will peTha^> on ^oxsvfc 'va.* 
^ occadqn^ maintain the com\i^x. iox ^'^ 
hich then teraiinatea in b\o«% ««^^ '^^' 
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tory ; but an Indian dame, improved by a feUr 
campaigns^ has been known to wage a colloquial 
war> without introducing one manual effort for 
the fpace of three days, deeping and eating at 
feafonable intervals." Of this defcripti^ was 
the virulent landlady, who declared, with fll thft 
femblance of outrageous virtue, that onr author 
ihould not deep within the limits of her habita* 
tion. At length, however, the European refo> 
lutely planted his bed in the midft of her apart- 
ment, and difclaiming the idea of any improper 
condud, advifed her to difpofe of herfelf, acoord- 
tng to her own inclinations. The enraged Afia- 
tic, obtaining no attention to her clamoroea re» 
fofal, was glad to compound the buiinefs, and ft 
accept of a fmall pecuniary compenfatioa fbrtbi 
injury her cbara^ier might fuffeh 

Next day, our traveller went to Badara, faid fO 
have been founded four hundred years ago, by 
one of the Seljukian monarchs. From a largt 
and elegant city, it is now funk into an infigni- 
ficant, mouldering town. The ruins of the fort 
exhibit a mortifying piAure of fallen grandeur, 
as the place of the fair attendant, and the footb- 
ing minftrel, is occupied by the fanguinary wolf 
and the hideous owl. Our author paded the 
evening in company with feme Indian females; 
•wlio, for a moderate compenfation, diverted blm 
with laughing, dancing, and iinging, till mid- 
night. 

After a wearifome journey, of twenty-eight 

ttA\t9, through ai lonely, inhofpitable country, 

oar traveller arrived at Owlah, a town, once 

crowded with inhabltaivt&, atvd tvcv\i^\^^ vrith 

« vs^riGty of public baiVd\u%^» \»x^ ix^^ n«^tn>,^ 

a 
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to .ruin, and maoy of its (Greets choked up with 
fallen houfes. 

On the 2d of February, Mr. Forfter vifited 
Shahabad, a large village in the diltridt of Fyze- 
ullah-Kban, whofe country evinces the benefici- 
al cffeGts of encouraging hufbandry, and thi^ aid 
of an adive government. Populous villages. Ikirt- 
cd by beautiful fields of corn, are feen on all lides, 
and the independent fpirit which pervades every 
clafs of the natives, clearly demoniirates their ab- 
horrence of defpotifm. 

Next day our author proceeded to Rampour, a 
wealthy and populous town, and the re(idence 
of Fyze-ullah Khan, here he remained till the 
8th, and then continued his journey to Morada* 
badj fituated on the banks of the river Ramgun- 
ga. It was once a place of conliderable import- 
aoce, but like many other cities of Hindollan, it 
is at prefent greatly decayed. Among the few 
remains of its priltine grandeur, is a hot bath, 
>vhere Mr. Foriler performed the cuflomary ab- 
lutions, on his reception among his new breihren, 
as a Moghul officer, employed in the vizier's fer- 
vice. Having often feen rupees of the coinage 
of Moradabad, he is inclined to fuppofe that a 
paint has been efiablifhed at this place, though 
now confounded with the wrecks of other build- 
ings. 

Quitting Moradabad early on the next morn- 
ing, our traveller had a complete view of the 
lofty, northern mountains, whofe heads are en- 
crulied with perpetual fnow«. They extend near- 
ly in a parallel from eall to weft, and feem tb 
form the northern barrier be\vi^tt\ W\w^v^^^^ 
snd Thibet, At the end of \>»itx\\vAo\« \c^\^'^> 
be reached the village Amru^Vk, v^Vwe.'^^ N^^^^^^ , 
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of a notorious robber, fufpended hj the heels, 
from a tree, affords a u fef ul fpedtacle to per font 
who are naturally inclined to unlawful cotirfes. 
Travelling, however, is fel^op;^ attended with 
danger, in this part of India, as may b% fufiici* 
ently proved by Mr. Former's example, who ne" 
ver met with impediment or ill ufage, though to- 
tally unproteded, but, on the contrary, received 
civility from all, and kindnefs from the generali- 
ty of the natives, to whom he addreifed himfelf 
upon any occafion. 

Arriving at Chandpour, on the 1 1 th, he took 
into his fervice, an old wounded foldier, as the 
want of an attendant had fubjeded him to manv 
ificonveniencies, and the ferauce keepers had udi- 
fbrtnly expreifed a diflike againft paying the re- 
4|uilite attentions to his horfe. Proceeding to ihi 
village of Burroo, he found that the place afford* 
cd no public accommodation for paflTengers -, bat 
the pompousianguage of his brave veteran, who 
entitled him, *' A Moghul officer of the vizier's, 
going to join the army, forming againfi the Sic- 
qucb," procured him a hofpi table reception among 
the inhabitants* 

A ride of twenty-two miles brought our au- 
thor, on the 12th, to the town of Najebabad, buiU 
by Najeb-ud-Dowlah, whoforefaw that its lilna- 
tion would facilitate the commerce of KaQimire. 
This inducement, with the defire of eftablifbing 
a mart for the Hindoo Mountaineers, probably 
influenced the choice of a fpot, which, beiog 
low, and furrounded with marfhy grounds, was 
other wife unfavourable for the lite of a capital 
iowtj» About a year ailetOcve^e.'axViaC^.hischid, I 
fkts fort of Nadcb Ghut, vi\vvc\\\% c.wiVv^aax»Vi ^ 
tta town, was captutdL >^ \?cvft \(Li\«i>s.\m.«^\ 



$nce that period, Najebabad has gradually fallen 
.froBi its importance, and is now apparently de- 
pendent on tbe languifhing trade of Kafhoiire. 

The only caravanfera in the place being occu- 
•piedy our author deemed bimfelf fortunate in ob- 
taining admittance at a cook's (hop, where minc- 
ed meaty drefled io the manner of forced meat 
balls, aYid dewed beef, were prepared in a fa- 
voury manner. Whild he was pariaking of 
the proviiions, at this re(brt of news mongers, 
idlers, politicians, and difbanded foldie-rs, a boy 
came in, and aiked whether any travellers were 
going to Jambo or KaHimire, as tbe kafilah, or 
.caravan, would depart on the next d<iv. In ad- 
dition to this intelligence, Mr. Forller Uarned 
that about a hundred mules, laden with raw filk, 
cotton cloths, and ordinary calicoes, had already 
moved to the £kirts of the town. Having been far- 
iniQied with a recommendatory letter to a banker 
it Najeb Ghur, who has the general charge 
of difpatchiog kaBlahs, he was introduced by 
him to tbe merchants, who received him into 
their company as a Turk, going to purchafe 
ihawU at K»(hmire ; his fervant, however, was 
• ^djadged unfit for fuch a journey as lay before 
thcuif and his place was accordingly filled by a 
Kaibmirian, who was excellently adapted for 
the European's purpofe, as, being tolerably con- 
verfant with a great part of^ India and Afghanif- 
tan, and beine thoroughly acquainted with the 
whole plan of an Indian journey, he made the 
requifite preparations, and took upon himfelf 
every trouble, while his employer indulged ia 
'he^riog curioas 9nec4oies^ ox \u iw:^vcv^ ^^^ 
jplpe. 
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On tli<r iJlth fhc traveltrjfs proccedrd lo Ram- 
Tiaghur^ a village; thnc is in niin«j but having a 
l^rgc well o( watert it is ufualJy vilitcd by pat* 
iVngers. 

Ntrxi day, they arrived at Lall Dong, the 
northern Jimlt of the vizier's territory, which 
i^ fcparHted from Siringnsghur by a rivulet. A 
delay £it this place, on at'conntof the kafilah, gave 
our author an opportunity of drawing the follow- 
ing Iketcb of fhc furrouading objefta^ and the 
economy of a CFiravaii. 

The country beiwe<^n Najeb Ghur and this 
frontier is chiefly a Ti'ale, covered with lo* 
wood, and ill foppUcid with water. The intiabit' 
aots informed oar E^Jropcan that, in the time of 
Najeb-nd-Dowlah, the land^ now overrun with 
woodt wa.f a wHl-cuhivated plain; but fach i( 
the precaTioM5 ft^tc of ihe territories of Hindof- 
tun, owin^ lo (in inert difpofiiion which pervadei 
the body of the p(*op]e, that iu wclfart^ muft de- 
pend in a great meafure on the ability and ex*- 
cntive talents of an individual, and, as a fuccef- 
iioti of abl(i lulrra is a rare event in the htftoryof 
nations, we i^eed not be gltonilhed at the misfor* 
tiinesj which, at various times, have befallen the 
raoil valuable provinces. Vclon theother hand, 
the e-xeriions of an aftive prince are Infallibly 
atten<led wi[h tlie moft brilliant Hiccefs- Houfrt 
Are eretltjd with facllitv. at a moderate expencej 
and the iniplfmentji of hufbandry are of fo (ifli'- 
pie fl conlirudion, that molt rnJtivatorsj with 1 
fniall lb a re of an artificer's affiftance, can make 
thf^ir own manbines, 

T/i c g rea t e li e !L ten t o { ^\a\tt ,\ ^Nxk ^ cst\ vW T^nrlh 
irtic ot the livukti ihc \.afeL\a^i ci^ta-m.'^te^ cw^' 
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§irHigQagbur quarter, where the travellers were 
ba61y employed in preparing for the enfuiog 
joorney of three days, which lay through a foreft. 
The heat of the day beginning to grow very in- 
tenfe, it was neceflary to provide fome (helter 
agaioft the folar rays. Our author accordingly pur- 
chafed a large black kumoiul, or blanket, which 
Ji>eing extended flantingly over a light bamboo- 
frame, upheld by two fupporters, and faftened 
with fmall pins, formed an excellent fubHitute 
(for a tent* His baggage, correfponding with the 
length of his horfe, confiiied of a thin mattrefs, 
fk quilt, a canvafs portmanteau, containing a few 
^banges of linen, and the afore mentioned kum- 
inul. Thefe articles, with an oil bag, carried by 
the Ka(hmirian, a^orded a fufficient accommo- 
4ation,^and in fa^, a larger equipage would on- 
ly have created unfavourable fufpicions among 
tjie Adatics, and in all probability might have 
jubjeded him to heavy impotls, and impertinent 
ioveftigation. 

Quitting the fpot of encampment on the 22d, 
ihe kafilah penetrate"^ twelve miles through the 
fnouQtains, by a north-weft courfe, and halted 
ifor the evening, in the vicinity of a fmall, but 
^itcellent ftream. In the courfe of this day's 
jotirney, Mr. Forfter frequently remarkt*H the 
leafe and dexterity with which the mules, though 
ie^vily laden, clambered up the fteep and rugged 
^ths. The proprietors of the goods had ap- 
fiointed agents to accompany the kafilah. Thefe 
perfons are not the ultimate venders of the met- 
<:handife, but they contra6t to pay the diff?tew\. ^nx* 
4ieB, and to deliver it fafely at iVie dt^vw^^ vcaxx* 
A fmall naaiher of tents ia provided vo iCti^vt^c nJsnr 
mckagesifom iaciemeni weatbfii •, ^ ^^'^ V^\ 
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feldora refid at any town or village. A good 
fupply of wafer, and a plain for the accominoda- 
tioD of the cattle, are all that are looked for by 
the carriers, who affirm that, in addition to the 
advantage of paAurage, a plain is the Rioft effec- 
tual fecurity againft robbers. 

Next day, the travellers proceeded eighteen 
miles further into the fored, and halted near a 
large water courfe. This day an occurrence hap- 
pened, which involved our author in a ferioos 
difficulty. The fatigue of paffing over a trad of 
deep fand, and the extreme heat of the weather 
induced him to indulge hioifelf with a pipe; bat 
while he was enjoying this regale beneath the 
verdant umbrage of a tree, he unfortunately loft 
iight of th^ kafilah. The ground in front being 
completely covered with leaves, it was impoffibl(^ 
to difcover any appearance of a road, and when 
he mounted, his horfe would not move, but wiih 
grc^at relii6tancr, in any diredion. At length, 
however, after many fruitlefs attempts to difco- 
ver a track or habitation, our author fell into a 
narrow path, which brought hiai, through a long 
fpace ot woody defert, to a village, where ibc 
inhabiiant.^ kliidly tcrminaled his diftrefs, by of- 
ferin^r to condu6t hira to the halting-place of hii 
companions. 

, On the 24th, the travellers entered Jnmah, a 

little hamlet, containing a few fcattered houfes, 

within a mile of the Ganges, which is there about 

two hundred yards broad, and from ten to fifteea 

feet deep. About half a mile below the paflagc 

in a bed of rocks, extending from the eaft ftdc 

more tha n half w.^y acroV's \\^t. tw^t . '\W ^ream 

Jias nearly a fouthen^ cou\Vc,^JuVe.^o\A vW^^tV 

ern fide by an uuculuvavcai \^n^\> oN^^xvx^NiV^ 
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bnifhwood, and ori tlie other by a thick, gloomy 
foreft, tenanted only by the beafts of the field. 

Next morning, our author croiTed the river at 
the ferry of Nackerghaut, and quitting the kafi- 
lah, which was to remain fome time at Jumah, 
he proceeded with the Kaihmirians, and a fmall 
party of merchants, who were carrj'ing cotton to 
the town of Nban. On bis arrival at the weft- 
crn ihore of the Ganges, he was laid under a con-^ 
tribution of two rupees, by the (lationary officer, 
who alleged that he feemed to travel very much 
at bis ea(e, and was therefore, indifputably, able 
to pay that fum. Our European endeavoured to 
excufe himfelf, by urging, that he did not pof- 
fefsany property liable to taxation, but his argu« 
ment was totally difregarded, and as the de- 
mand of the officer was enforced by a party of 
match-lock men, he prudently gave up the une- 
qual conteft, and paid the Hjpulated fum with 
decent refi^nation. 

- Being rejoined by the kafilah, he arrived on the 
26th \at the village Khalfawala. The caravan 
halted on a pleafant green, adjoining the village, 
jnd Ikirted by a wood, through which a tranf- 
parent flream meandered in the mod delightful 
manner. From its enticing app^^arance, our au- 
thor was inclined to bathe, and retired for that 
purpofe into the thickell part of the wood, where 
he difcovered a great number of peacocks and a 
variety of other birds, one of which refembled 
the common fowl in plumage and formation^ but 
its' flight was remarkably adive, and its iize dimi- 
nutive. 

On the 28th, the European piocee^^^ Vo V>cv^ 
town ofDayrah, which, though tmaW, Ksv^e^^S^lf 
^ailtj and very populous, ll is vVic i^^^t.wee. ^ 
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ibeSirifigatjghui- r-:ijab, and may pr p perl y bf call- 
ed I he Ciii?it.il of tUe low^r diviliou (>f Sirit^gni- 
ghtiTj which iiKludf^s a Tpace ot level couulry^ 
btflwci^f> tliti Ljr^cc cUftLLi Qf northern nioui> 
tdin^, and a rniig«: ut k ;ittcrrd hills on the ibutb* 
Thnmgh thrle hUU, il^c Sirqucrs have an uttre* 
jdri^iutd acct^r^ inio iht conn try, and drcRding tio 
ojjpoliLion tVom ZabUaU Khan, they can pt^iif* 
In+te at plealurc into the lower djlJn6l!i of Si- 
ringnaghyr, ' The chief refidt;s at a town bear* 
ing the common n^mc of ihe .territory^ wbicii 
lir.s about one buudrcd miles ro the north, mdJ 
by the«:a£l of Lall D^jng. O^^iog tc? the iaa^)^ 
vity Q+' ihe prelVtjt rajijh, ihe Sicijti^s have htfU 
enabled to e^ad a regular tribuK: from the €<Hlli* 
try. 

After a delay of fame day.^j cbcafioned by titf 
duties impofcd oo the katilah, the trarcUers pror 
cet^ded to Kheynfapoor. At this place they 
faw two Sicque horleinen, who had been fcnt 
from their country to receive the afore* meniioped 
triboif*. From the high refpe^t lliown to theiif 
pieCi and the excellence of ^heiraccomjtK>djaticiDi 
JV^TrtForUer ardeiiUy wUlied for vhe power of mi' 
graiing into th« body of a Sicque, or of ^urainf 
fuch an appearance. ** No fooner," fays he, " baa 
the cavaliers alighted, ih?.a he.ih were provid' 
cd for their repofe, and' their horfes were fup* 
plied with green barley» pulled oni of the field. 
The katilah UflveJlerii were content to lodge on 
the ground, and expreflcd their thank^j for pci- 
tni^mi to purchafe what they required, Suchif 
the Jj/Ference between ihofe who arc ld^ ttiMi 
tbofc who are out of povj«" 
On the 6th of MartV^, vV\e caTfliNML cxia'5.«A^ 
Juajiid^ and halteA qo ^^ ^GO.^iu\i^.\v^ V^ 
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nrer flows; with a clear ftream, towards the fouth- 
^afty and its breadth is much the fame with that 
of the Ganges. No cultivation appears in the vi- 
cinity of Jumn^ ; though a fpacious plain extends 
oil the weftern fide, and nnight be watered with- 
out much difficulty. The Siringnaghur territory, 
which terminates in this part, is bounded by the 
diflrids of independent Hindoo rajahs on the 
north and north-eaft; by Oude on the foulh; by 
the Jumna on the weft and north- weftj and by 
the dominions of the Sicques on the fouth-«'cft. 

Between Lall Pong and the Ganges, the coun- 
try forms, with little inteiruption, a continued 
chain of fylvan hills. The elephant abounds 
in thefe forefts, but it is of an inferior fize and 
quality to that found in the Malay and Chitta- 
gong quarters^ and is therefore only valued for 
its teeth. 

From the Ganges to the Jumna, the road lies 
through a fpacious valley, of good foil, but in- 
tcrfpcrfed with wood, and very thinly inhabited. 
The general food of the natives is wheaten bread 
and pNcas, the latter being commonly made into 
foup. Our author partook of thefe provifions, 
and 'affirms, that he never ate a meal with a 
higher relilh. The revenue of Siringnaghur is 
computed at about twenty lacks of rupees, but 
our author's curfory view of the country was in- 
fufficient to enable him to form an accurate 
judgment upon the fubje6t. The officer on the 
weftern fide the Jumna taxed him in the fum of 
two rupees, alleging that he was liable to the du- 
ty himielf, as being merely a p^v^Tetx^ex , ^w^ xixv- 
coaneded with any traffic that u\\^\vV ^xcvn^"?^^- 
raotageous to the country. E.^eets^\^^^^5^^*^^^ 
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fortonate in falling iindrr no minuter notice^ Mr* 
FoTftcr paid the dt^m^nd withnut he^tfition. 

Continuing his route tiirnngh the hamlet* Ka- 
ridah and Coleroon, our anthor with his fervanti 
two K^tbLtiiriaiife end a SunatTee, quitted the ka- 
^lab. and on the pth anivcd at N^hat], the rt fi^ 
dence of a chitf, whofe territory bears the uatm 
of the town, ^nd ^f^bo made n pnblic cotry^ at tbc 
pt-riod of Mr. Forii^T's vifit. 

Tbe Sicqoes having nfurprd a divtfioii of tbf 
Nhan country, that eittcnds to the foothwarj of 
the Punjab, and borders niinn their territorjci, the 
lajah tuok the (ie)d, in order to recover bll 4if" 
trids. In the courfe of his warfare, he acqmrfld 
much military credit, but war; si length obliged 
to fue for peace j nor were the conquered lands 
rcftored, till he confenrt:d to reroit a tribute of 
two thou fa nd ruj^ees to a certain Sicque chitf. 
*' This fam," add^t our author^ '* may appe^ir ui' 
fling in a country where f'pccie U plentifaij and 
the mnde of living, conff^rmably, luKorious alkI 
extrav;ig3nt j but aniongd thefe mountaiDeeri] 
whnie m^^f^nern are rude apd timple, who itsk 
for little eh'e than thi. nccelTanes of life, which 
are prodncrd to them in great abuadance, thii 
amount h important, sind to colleS it, requires 
even opprelhve exf^rrion*" 

In conieqficncc of this war, the inhabitftnta and 
foreign nnerchanis of the town were Uiid under 
a heav'v contrjbutjnni and it is ejttremely probi- 
ble thar ihe chief, who has discovered what the 
pcnpie can hf Mr, w'U contrive to rpap the bene* 
£t ot th^f injpnl*, thons^h tbe cnufeis don^ away- 

Tb^ r3J;)h <^i Nlian AVXAie an cvlU^^ \^va tds ei* 
piuJj not as tfcjc iWuftivoa^ ^^^e^Q^ix-svw ^^NsvA 
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Babylon, but with a few horfemert, wretchedly 
apparelled, and contemptibly mounted. Indeed, 
had they been better equipped, both themfelves 
sind their fleeds would have made hut an indiffe- 
rent figure, after clambering up at leaft fix miles 
of ft ftcep mountain, "that fupports the town of ' 
Nhan. The chief, a hand.fome youfig man, ra- 
ther above the middle ftaturei and of a bright, 
olWe complexion, was clad in a yellow (ilk veft 
and a red turban ; his arms con ii (led of a fabre, 
^ bow, and a quiver of arrows. Notwithftanding 
bis grievoas and frequent exadions, he is greatly 
belof'ed by the people, who run in crowds to con- 
grdttfiate hitn on his fafe return. They faloted 
hitki without noife or tumult, by an inclination of 
the body, and touching the head with the right 
hand, at the fame time hailing him their father 
ftfid protef^or ; while the chief in return addrefif- 
ed them, as he pafiTed, in the moft affedionate 
and interefting terms, which evidently operated 
like a ftroke of magic, to obliterate the recollec- 
tioo of every burden, and to hu(h (o (ilence the 
rifing complaint. Such were the advantages re* 
foltiDg to this warlike prince, by a happy combi^ 
nation of urbanity, courage, and generofity. 

Quitting Nhan on the 1 2th at noon, our tra- 
veller proceeded to the village, Saleannah, at the 
(Hftance of eight mile^. Here he firft faw, fince 
bis departure from Europe, the Scots fir tree, and 
the willow, which delights, as with us, in (had- 
ing th'e cry(^al (tream with its verdant honours. 
Prom the fummit of the Nhan hill, the plains of 
Strbend prcfent a wide profpe6t to the Co>a\V\-t,"».^^ 
fotith, and /bwth-wcf!j the view to 1V\« v\ox>^^«^^» 
/* terminated at a (hort di(lance» b-j r^ovivvV'^'^^^ 
white with eteraal fnosr. ^ ^ 



Litllr danger being now incurred from trsTcl* 
]ing in firtfili bij^ivs, nn the cnouint^iinfl forrn a na- 
tural barrier againtt ihc IncrnrMfitis of tbe Sicquc* 
or other mavaudersi Mr, Forflei's party, troni 
this phcc to iJelialpaarj vvasi Jmal]. A Kaihmi' 
jriati trader in ihiali warirs accompanied bim from 
Najeb Gbur, and be proved, at nil times, a YCfj 
pleafani and fervicrabk companion. 

On the i3tb rfached Sudowra, a villagCj Cta- 
atcd on a lofty eminence. The road this day ]ed 
through a woody ajid mountainous country, faid M 
to abound with a variety of wild bt^afts. A tiger " 
had newly marked our traveMer'a path with the 
iniprefHon of his feet, but fortunately no accident 
occurred, and Mr. I'Drfier was comtortnbly lodg- 
ed, towards cvcntDgj lu tbe front of a Hindoo 
retail fliopj where funieeKcellent peas snd wheat-' 
€u cskea were ferved up for hifi fupper, after the 
fatigues and perilii of the day. 

Tbe next day's jonrney confined in climbing 
Heep mouytainSj whert-, our author obferves, he 
wjs obliged to walk the grcatelt part of rbe way, 
from the height being alniotl: perpendicular ; tbe 
evening brought htm to LawaTahj containing a 
few fcatlf^red houies* and one fliop, the mafter of 
which is dcfcribed hs an unfair dealer, and a roi* 
fy wrangler J but a^t he is the ojily m:in of his 
profellioTi in the place, travellers niuft cither fob- 
niit to his impertinenct; and exloriion, or other- 
wile take (he prcci^ution to lay in a flock of pro 
vi lions at Sudowra, 

Pjfiing Coultie, where the Nhan couniry i* 

boLiniitil by tbe fniaii diftrid of t^ojrpour, ouraa- 

thfir <-?rrivfd on the \7vV^ ^aI Ont \\VV^^<e. nf KiuidJfj 

find ibt^ncG priiceeficti, \,Viv^iv\i^\A \i^i\\^>JQ^Vl^lvVi 
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near a water mill, the firA be had feen in India. 
Its condrudion was (imilar to that of a Earope- 
90 mill, but its woikmandiip was coarfer and 
its mechanirm more firople. In the evening, the 
little party approached a farmers cottage, and re- 
queHed permidion to depofit their baggage* and 
to repofe under one of his (beds. The farmer 
candidly faid, (looking earnellly at our author), 
he was apprehenfive that an outfide lodging 
would not fatisfy theni. He was, in fadt^ fufpi- 
cioQS of fome treacherous defign, and it was fome 
time before he could believe, that they had really 
fought his houfe for fhelter. At length, however, 
the Ka(hmirian fliowed him fome fmall wares 
for falc, and the travellers were then fuffered to 
occupy the front of the habitation. 

The diftrifts of Hundah and Gowrah are call- 
ed the Barrah Tukrah, or twelve portions, being 
certain divifions of territory bequeathed by a 
chief of Bellafpour, to his younger fon* about fif- 
ty years ago. The petty ftates are ill governed, 
and it is only among them that a traveller, from 
the Ganges to Kaflimire, incurs the riik of being 
plundered. 

Continuing his journey through Tayaoaghur, 
Mr. Forfter arrived on the 20th at Bellafpour, the 
refidcnce of the ranee, or female ruler of the Ka- 
lour territory- This town is fituated on the fouth- 
eaft fide of the Setloud, or Sutludge, the moft eaft- 
crly of the five rivers, from which the Perfian 
name, Punjab, is affixed to the tra6fc of country 
lying between Sirhend and the Indus. Bellaf- 
pour is well built, and exhibits a re^ulatU"^ vcv'w^ 
20t\^ru&ion, that is but feldom feen \t\ vW^^v^'^'^'^. 
Vhc dreeti src paved, though taVheT tow^X^ > "^^^^^ 
le houfps, built of flone and moUaT, Vw^in^ ^ ^^^"^ 
Vbx. XXIV. p ^^^ 
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neat appe^raoce. 1?h« Settocid, a ttff HM1^M^ 
is at this place i^bottt tbrtft (londM feet%rtmL 

Kalour is bounded da the ifortb by tiM EiNft 
grab diftrias $ on tbe M ft bf A l«rg6 tiMLltf 
cpuntiy^ called Baflfeef} ^tk Cheftiath by MMIf 
and on the weOl by tlie Podjaft'. IftfeMiMiil 

computed at twelve lacks of tclpt^. ^ 

On Mr. ForfterVarrital $t BeUafpour, hr foand 
the rajiee engaged tn hoftilUics with the chief 
of Kangrah, on the border of v^hoJV country ha 
army was then encamped. iThis fcrcin^d fo im- 
portant an event to ihe moantainertB, that they 
confidered the hills and foreft» of BcDafpour n 
. the theatre of oaiverfal War» arid lb deeply w» 
it impreiTed oti their mtndt thnU rn nW jiVcbabi* 
lity, tlicy would have regarded the Gege of Troy 
and the condidia on tbe Scamtiifder as nnei-e fklr- 
mifhes, and woold have alloit^d no other dc^retf 
of comparifon, than that woAlen were thecaoii! 
of them both. 

To give our readers fome idea of this tf ^t MfU 
matter, we prefent them with the following oMi* 
cife remarks : — ^Towards tbe northern limit 4# 
Kalour, is a l^rong hold, on an emioencey edlfll 
the Kote Kangrah, the redudion of whxdh de- 
tained Acbar^f who commanded the eicpe£tte 
in perfon, a whde year. To reward one of A* 
officers who had fignalized himfelf in tkiafervioB; 
Acbar prefented him with the captured fdlt,»di 
confiderable portiofn of the adjacent territory. HA 
defcendanrs of this chief continued in po&A)i^ 
till the period of our author's travels, wtea (to 






* Acbar is (aid lo Viwt\>«TiV\vt%K^\^3jBi«tft«»SR.^5N*^^ 
who reduced tht norOitTtv m<>>iPXSttifc ^ \2bak^iiftMk>A% 
okcdicncc of the cm^iie. 
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9}9b of Kangrah ravaged the dil^rids^ and be- 
tcgtid the fort. In confequence of this procedure 
the Mahooietan chief.diQrutHnghisown firengtb^ 
jnplored adi dance from the Bellafpour raoee, who» 
witb the fpirit of a true heroine, efpoufed the 
au«arre] of her neighbour, agatDd the rajah of 
XLangr^h, who now vainly averts, that (he knew 
bis country to be deditute of defence, and there- 
fore feiied the occadoa of augn^nting her own 
power. 

Thefe wars tended greatly to derange our au- 
Ibox'a flaeafures of progrefs, efpeciallly as there 
was attached to the Kang^rah army, through 
which be mud neccdarily pafs, a body of Sic- 
ques who bad impreded even this fequedered re- 
gion with a lively terror. The two Kadimiri- 
9DB, now his only companions, were averfe to 
9oy- motion till they fljould receive a reinforce- 
DEusot. At length, however, they con fen ted to 
proceed to the Bellafpour camp, as being com- 
prlled to acknowledge that there was a greater 
arobabtlity of meeting with padengers there than 
m the town. 

Do the evening of the 23d, they eroded the ri- 
ver S^loud, in a ferryboat, and halted at a fmaU 
Tillage oppoHte to Bellafpour. A Tumboo diall 
kafilah had encamped on the northern dde of 
ibc town, in its way to Dehli and Lucknow, 
'With the proprietors of which Mr. Forder form- 
ed ao acquaintance, and through their induence 
with the collei^or of the cudoms, he was permit- 
fed to pafs without hedtation. The people of 
the kadlah were extremely dcdtoxx^ \Ck Vocvor^ Vv^ 
fiory, which he acc^rdiT^^X^ ^w\Ved v^ >a^\^ ^^ 
circ'umdances, in the fo\\ow\T\^ rciatv^e.\ \ '*X^^ 
^mcd rliero/' fays he, *' vViat \ ^^^ ^"^"^^^^^ 
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births and bad come, when yoong. to TndlaVwTS 
I was taken into the hoai'c of s perfon of diflintx 
tioQ, w|io brongfat mc np; th^t, fronrj my lung tty 
Udence inlndia« 1 h^d forgotten tny native la^Q*^ 
gtiiage i-ntkd that my time h^id been chiefly devot- 
ed to the employmeatsi o( a foldter^ bat that, bc^ 
lag difgoftea with my profcHion, I had quitted 
the fempe, and become a ira veiling merchant.* 
This account was fufficiently pbufible to obtain 
belief, and at our author varied his tale, act^ord* 
ing to the place or the difpofltioD of his auditors, 
hit difgnife proved eqml to his wlOi of conceal* 
inent. Once, intJesd, he was rather alarmed, by 
a pafleoger't obferving, ih:it he retained a Eu- 
ropean^ 'and rerf uftlefi cuflom, in his wriiiog; 
iri», that' of wnting from the left to the right ( 
howe?er« on being told that the Turks ofed the 
fame method, the Afiatic ceufor appeared fatisfi^ 
ed, and the bufiners dropped withotii; farther in- 
veftigation. Some other inattentions to the fomrt 
of his new chara6ter like wife involved him in 
momentary difficLjliles ; but, cither the waDt 
of penetration, or the good humour of h\s com- 
panions, prevented them from difcovcring apy 
deception, and cheered the traveller with fto* 
gaine hopes of a fuccefsfut termination to bit 
adventures. 

On the 24th the travellers quitted the Setlotidt 
and proceeded fixteen miles, till they arrived it 
the village Comoiir H.ittee At a retail ibopoitr 
author procured wheats meal, peas, and boiled 
butter, whieh formed his common farc^ and by 
applying to the fliop-Vtee^er vn civil tcrn^s he was 

frequently indulged wWVv Cbc Mfe lA vW fewnv^ 

^/'iiie habitation. 
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After devoting a little time to « ft and refrefli- 
nent, he proceeded to the Bellafpour army, where 
te found about three hundred horiV, ^nd eight 
thnnfand foot foldier;;, huddled together, on ihe 
declivity of a hill, in a fiaie of liiih and confu- 
£on. Having reiided four months on this i'pot, 
I2»der fmall iheds, conftruded of Ivnighs, it mny 
be naturally fnppofed, that the elV( ds re.rulliiig 
from their (ituatioii, could neither have bten 
pJeafant nor falutary. Amid ft the wretched ho- 
vels of I he foldiers were four very ordinary tents, 
©nc of which was appropriated to the ufe of the 
general! Hi mo, who, biting incapable, on account 
of his advanced age, of performing any adive du- 
ty, had appointed a younger brother to the exe- 
cutive command. The ranee, with her fon, a 
youth of ten years oldj and a favourite funaifee, 
bad retired to nn adjacent fortrefs, whence (be 
UTued her commands relative to the general ope- 
jatioQ of the war. 

Our author now found that he muft exped no 
iccurity, in hisprogrefs towards the Kangrah ar- 
fny, without the protedion of an efcort, and 
therefore deemed it motl ad vi fable to wait upon 
the commander in chief, to obtain, if poHible, fo 
effential an accommodation. He accordingly 
prefented himfelf before the officer, whom he 
lound fitting under a banian tree, and attended 
by the chief men of the army, who were partly 
naked. Some new levies were pafling in review, 
that had come in from the woods. Their ap- 
pearance was fimilar to that of the fawns and fa- 
tyrs, defcribed in heathen ttory, and their ac- 
ticn.s were fo well fu\ted to xWax ^^^^^v?^^ ^"?^ "^ 
tlw powers of a PruiWan dd\\^ex^^v^vv\.^^v^^^^^:i^ 
«5 riie;'are, would have tca\ec\^ ^Ne\ \v.^^^'^^;: 
P3 
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them with a competent knowledge of mllltarj 
dilcipline. 

On approaching the chief, onr author humbljr 
prefentcd a ruptte, laid on the corner of his vcit, 
a<> an offering. It muft here be obferved, that 
the piece of money muft not be held in the na» 
ked hand, but on a handkerchief, or feme part 
of the garment, extended for that purpofe; and 
though the fuperior may probably refolvc to fit- 
vour hiq petitioner, yet it frequently happen^ 
either from motives of generofity, or an attention 
to his condition, that he does not take the oflfei«< 
ing, but only touches it with one of his fingen. 
The honour is then fuppofcd to be conferred, and 
the perfon, who implored protc6tion or alfiftanoe^ 
is elated with hope. 

Mr. Forfter met with a civil reception, and 
obtained his reqneft, relative to the purfuance of 
his journey. Tke commander looked obliquely 
at his ortcrinpf, which he touched, but would not 
receive; alTiiretl the Europ'^an that fomc letters, 
which were prcpririiig, ihould be foon forward- 
ed; and permitrod him, wii^ his little party, to 
accompany the firll medengcr who (hould be dif- 
patched to the Kangrah camp. 

Slionly after this ceremonious vifit, our author 
difcovered the chief to be compof-^'d of the fame 
materials, which, with little van«'ty, form the 
difpolitiou of the generality of Indians. On 
meeting with him a fticond time, attended only 
by an oHiccr of police, Mr. I'orftt^r was told that 
he migiU prefect hisofF«:ring; but as it happened \ 
to he a coin of rather an interior (juality, in this 
qnnncv, it underwent a i\.Y\2i<i^;vv\\vc\\\\\c>x\, and j 
was u/fimateiy accepted \v\X\\ ^covk^^ ^a\\ ^x'&v 
tL^faciion, Oar traveU^i: ^c.VvvjnnWn^jt'?.. v\\^\\c5i 
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was hort at beholding fo glaring a meannefs and 
want of decorum; yet, as it fervcd to difclofe a 
trait of national charader, he received fome fa- 
tisfd^ion io fo unequivocal a teflimony of it. 

The flies were fo exceedingly troublefome in 
the Bellafpour army, that it was with great dif- 
ficulty Mr. Forfter fecured bis food from their 
attacks. He feeros inclined to think, that a cer- 
tain quantity of poifoD is contained in the body 
cf an Indian fly, as a naufea and^licknefs almoft 
Immediately fucceed the fwallowing of it. He 
«t ^r^ imagined that the difagreeable fenfations 
be experienced might proceed from the motion 
of the infed in the ftomachj but on examining 
one after it had been difcbarged, he perceived it 
without life, though but a fliort time deprived of 
its natural air. 

The fituation of the travellers in the camp was 
at once difgufting and inconvenient. The heat 
was literally opprefiive, and the air was grofsly 
tainted by a compound of naufeous fmells, arifing 
from the uncleanlinefs of the people. Our au- 
thor accordingly panted with impatience for his 
emancipation, and had, in fa£t, refolved to em- 
brace any mode of operation that might lead to 
a change of quarters. This eagernefs, however, 
had almofl produced a meafure which would, in 
all probability, have caufed a material failure of 
bis plan. Two meffengers, who were to vifit 
the Kangrah camp, with propofals of peace, of- 
fered to condud him and his companions thi- 
ther in fafety; and our European had refolved 
to accept their offer, though ftrongly diiTuaded 
by his two aflbciate* and ihe c\\\^^ * ^^^^^-k^^ 

♦ A chobedar is a pcrfoii wU^ cwvc^ ^ ^\n« ^\0k^^' 
fore RJta of high Amioa^ 



"^ho uaaaiaiottily eotcrrained an iU opinion of 
$hit(fi OkcBlpWigtn, On tbe evening J hmvever, 
j^rcccdlpg tbe iDieoded departure, the fcbeme, if 
dan^rpa^/WM "happily rendered abortive^ by the 
4irij;val pf a 4roFe of alirfs, hden ^vLth iTon> the 
pvoprieton of wbicfa weic purluing the fanic 
xoate ^ (]var anchor. 

. jQo tbe 29th, the united p^rty commcjDced 
•Ibdx jourj^y fi^om tb^ c^mpj but jofl es theyar- 
liy4ed «t tjbe boimd^ry of BeDaTpour, akcr a 
iparch of pighf: milea, t wo of the KangraU jiorfo- 
IXl«0 appeared io froi^t, and plundc^red the urrfor- 
t^miate irQQQBOOgQrfw io the nm aunt of a hundred 
jrapeeay i^rbicb 10 -thcle parts is accounted a vriy 
J^rgeilbai. They likew^ire feized on a Kafbmi- |{ 
f^iHii, vb^wai at foaci^ di ^ance from the comp^nyj | 
and were io the ad of l^npping him, when he 
loyidly .exdaimed tbat he was the lervanl of our 
^thor> whom be defer! be^ a^ a perfon of diftiocr 
tioa. In con(t;quence of this inrelligeace, vbich 
in reality was falfc, the cavaliers turned towaridft 
Mr- Fofller; but, on approaching, one of them 
remarked^ that he had the itppearance of st balli 
audiraee, or a perfon ahove the ordinary cla6# 
and fhould not fuifer any mokilation* Finding 
them lb civilly difpofed, the European prevailed 
on them to releafe the Kafhmirtan and bh owa 
iervant, who bad been taken in ciiftody durin|f 
the parley. He was iheti in formed that tvo 
hundred Sicques, who had been recently cm^ 
ployed in the fervice of Kan grab, would fooa 
make their appearance. Terrific and difcourag* 
2Dg as this news muft of neceRity have been to a 
perfoa acquainted w'ltV^ x.\\e \\;it^uo\\a ucunoeni 
of Naaock's difclplcs, ciiir ^vlvV\oic ^'ilt^isix^^ ^w^ssp 
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fwoi, idTanced rapidly towards this formidable 
body, who received him with p^reat attention, 
bnt without offering any violence. They had 
indeed at firll I'uppofed the approach of the tra- 
vellers to have been that of the enemy, and were 
accordingly preparing for the onfet, to which 
they vehemently exclaimed they were fummoned 
by their prophet. Mr. Forfler, in token of re- 
fpedt, had difmoun ted, and was leading his horfe, 
vhen a Sicque, mounted on an adive mare, 
toacbed him in pafling;. the high-mettled ant- 
maly as if in contempt of roan and horfe, attack- 
ed them fiercely from the rear, and in the violent 
sfiaoU the Sicque was thrown to the earth, and 
^rolled with great rapidity to the bottom of the 
h\\ ©n which the accident occurred. 

In the conrfe of his defcent, the warrior left 
behind him his turban, fword, and matchlock, 
and fuffcred fo complete a derangement as might, 
in all likelihood, have roufed the whole body of 
Sicqaes to vengeance, but on our author's evinc- 
ing much forrow for the di fader, and having 
allidaouily .endeavoured to reinveft the fallen 
eqneftrian with his fcattered appurtenances, he 
received general thanks, and was permitted to 
pttvfue his journey in peace till the evening, 
wben he fafely arrived at the camp of the Kan- 
grab, or as he is frequently ftyled, from a more 
vrrcient name of his country, " the Katochin 
Chief,*^ The travellers regaled themfelves this 
creniDg with great joy, having repelled a ferics 
of troubles, and having fuffered greatly from 
banger and fatigue, though the^ biid o\s\^ \x^- 
rerfed a tratt of about fixteen ttv\\^%* ^ tec;^ 
body of cavahy was ftalioncd 2X \\vv^ c^.Tsx^'k^^ 
greater pan at the forces be'm^ ^m^Xo^^^*"^^^^ 
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Ukc«QiiKpand of the rajab> ia iht fieMof Kila 
Kapgnali* Tbe cooicnpq. rmi from tusnax Ml 
tJbrongb the tpwn pf J^^|idoae nnd tbe 4iftrift.iif 
Harieponr, but «• thofe' placet were ooeapM If 
1^ ttoiQfl^ (Mur^ aathor WH comp^lkA i» dariato 
Anm tbf gfo^l traok, and pixmed to thvani* 

. Oo Af dOtli be refamod fcU feoie, aind ^ectf i ' 
mqW <^ J^>vB iBercba«t9to flMBTUiaipejSantMi 
7tbi»pMae 'wa9 a fall day's jopnie|r4Hit aC^ 
liaiidy bat moft of the earrters ware iathaUlatii 
fif U, ao4 ttltorally ei^prefllBd a wiih to fee ifadr 

TpAl^eli5al(ward of Sooree, th^ tiiivvli^ 
^ ridge of lofty QaoQQtaipi, alkl prnrapd^i Ji 

* BoamaU a fmall hamlet, (kaated on an iniijimW 
J3i$nog IbfL whole of this night, Mr. PorAer iMi 
eoLpofed to a qopiouiB and continued raJn, yet fiMh 
was the ftrengtb of big conftitution that his heaUb 
received do injury. 

After a coniiderable delay, occa(k)ned by tl^ 
unfavourable w^atber, his companians quitted 
Bompal, and on the 2d of April arrived at Ohofll- 
bah, a fmall village depending on the cbiefflbip 
of JeiToul. A great portion of tbe road between 
Bonipal and Chumbah lies through a valley, pka- 
fantly watered by the Byas, on the northern fide 
of which may be fecn the level and fertile dif- 
triSts of Huriepoar. On the right hand fide of 
the road, about mid way, is a place of Hindoo 
worihip, ereded on the brink of the Byas GuogSi 
which runs at the foot qf the edifice, with a rapid 
Areata, of one hundred yards broad. The terri- 
tory of Xangrab, or K2LlocV\\tv/\s\icv\x\\dftdoo the 
Ojorth and north- weft, b^ Hwu^^ovvc «, wx\\«i«k. 

/y Cimaibay ) on the fe>3LXk\>>i ^^\ovm> ^^^^ 
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Mfureft by the Panjab. The ordinary revenue 
s» been cftimated at feven lack^ of rupees 5 but 
: the period of our authof^s refearches^ it had 
offered a material diminution, owing to the 
lief *s alliance with the Sicques, who fpread ruin 
id diflrefs around them wherever they go, 
Alarined at the idea of (hefe marauders, who 
id invefted the common track, our author's little 
irty, having been joined at the Bellafpour camp 
f the Kafhmirians, determined to quit the kafi- 
b, and endeavour to reach Jumbo, by fome un- 
equented paths. They accordingly proceeded 
VLt day to D&a» a didrid dependent on the 
lief of Sebah. The fort of Sebah, pleafaniJy 
i^fMled on the margin of a rivulet, was obferved 
t the road, and in pafling it Mr. Forder faw two 
c<|ae horfemen ftrike a terror into the chief 
id all hi» people, though (hut up within their 
rong hold. Thefe cavaliers had been fent to 
dleSthe tribute impofed by the Sicques, on all 
te mountain chiefs, from the Ganges to the 
imna, and as their demands had not been r^^i' 
1y complied with, they were holding that ftyle 
' language to the affrighted Hindoos, which a ' 
aropean magiftraie would dired at a gipfy, or 
fturdy mcndjcant. 

€tuickening his pace, and going about a mile 
I front of his companions", our author now fell 
r wilh a horfeman, whofe appearance was ex- 
emely fufpicious, but as the Europeian was well 
roed, and evidently the ftronger man, he apprc- 
snded no danger from a rencounter. Seeing a 
ranger, and one whofe equipmei\t tt\?k^^\\\tcv ^ 
t fubje^ for piunder, the AlmVvc detri«.x\^^^'»^^ 
peremptory tone, what was bis occw^^^Vv^^ » ^"^^ 
i pla<» of hit abode. Mr. ¥oi1^c.t ^ w^^n^^^ 



were nelthfr^graciou!* nor cxplanator7, and httf 
departure to abrupt, that the cqiieflrian l««ucl 
oflexided at hi;* e.irelefs deportment. 

About a quarter of a mile farther, our travel- 
ler met with anoUier Sictjue, w<*H fnotinted» and 
fnniilhed with arms, who was evidently rofla>- 
iDg in qucft of (ome adveoture. After Trcoi> 
DOLtring the psiTenger attentively, and in:iagimng; 
^ moft probably from ihc length of his fword and 
the animation of hifl countenance, that a contc^ 
, might prove doubtful, be politely filuted him, 
andpafiifd. On bbjoining his countryracn^hov- 
ever, whr> had halted at a fliort dif\ance* a oooni 
cil waft held on the fubjeQ: of our author's pro- 
pttiy, (he refult of which wan to return and fei^ 
h forcibi)'- But as the other travellers came up, 
jvift LIS the freebooters were arranging their plao 
pf attack, they perceived the folly of molefting t 
/perfon lb ftrongly reinforced, arid therefore rodfl 
off without giving any farther moleltation. 

On the 4th, Mr, Forficr arrived at Tulwara, 
a viibge in ihe diftri^ of Dular, where the Sicquc 
chief firis built a fmall fort, that comrnands tbc 
adjacent terrilory. The country, to the foutb- 
ward, now n flamed a level afpeft, which had aa 
efffdt peculiarly pleafing on our author, whofc 
eyes hni bfcn longdifgufted with continaed and 
accumulated chaiu^ of mountains, the higheft of 
which appeared to pierce tiie clouda. In ths 
courfc of thTS d.iy's journey, bis party was re- 
duced to the Kallimirfan trasi^r and himfelf,« 
three Kafhniiriaus, who had :3CC0fnpanicd Mm 
from the BclhTpnur cirrt^, went on before^ 3o4 
his /ervant lagged b^hi^d. 

Towards cv'cn\n^> t\\e.v ^^X^^ciNr?^ ^ \«)fei ^ 
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, and confequently gave a ferious alarm, 
however, proved ill founded. This party, 
ig of about two hundred perfons, many 
u were Mahometans, was then marching 
5 Hurricpour diltrids. The difmayed tra- 
affcdcd, with great coropofure of coante- 
to fmoke their pipes, of which the MuC- 
took a whiff, as they paffed, at the fame 
omifing them protection againfl any ill 
of their affociates. After their depar- 
e Kafhmirian, tranfported with joy at hit 
te efcape, fwore by his beard that, on 
g his evening quarters, he would offer to 
3na] faint two pennyworth of brown fugar, 
tful acknowledgment for his unexpeSed 
ition. 

ulwara they were accommodated with a 
ent lodging. Here our author was joined 
ervant, who had alfo been involved in tho 
f the day; and here the trader flridly 
led his curious vow, and reprobated his 
ion's infeofibility of the providential in- 
ion that had been made on their behalf, 
•fter vainly urged the merits of internal 
and afferted that he had already offered 
ed thanks to Heaven for his efcape. This 
odrine entirely repugnant to the creed 
Lafhmirian, whofe devotions confifted en-^ 
f noify and oftentatious ceremony, and he 
igly reproached the European, without 
ity either to underftand, or overthrow his 
ilightened and rational argument, 
le 5th, our author proceeded to B'Ad^^<aN«^ 
ous viUage in the NorpovvT dxCiVx^Ls c.\o^- 
?«'^v GuDgnh, in a ferry -bo«iX., ^iv^ ii-a.'csx^ 
KXIV. Q VoN» 
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inkr the Jaml>o road, which h» not fAbmsa hK 
fcAed by the Sicqnes. .^ 

. Next day he reached Otngattii, whenf, i» IImp 
paiBige of a rrvalet^ be Wat thrown mtt hlf< 
boffe into the water, and Mi paperawtteficid^ 
i^Bfed by the anfottttoale difaifter^ 

Oa theyth^ he arrived at the town pfJSimxifmt 
pleafaotly fituated eo the fanunit of a KH; that' 
it afeended by ftone ftept. Towarda the Aoih* 
eM the coantry it open, wdl coltivarted^ ^^90" 
belUflied with a wieding fiream of. fiiie iraftMr 
while the view it contraded to the weiEl and ■iiith» 
by 8 lofty HTQge of moaotaros^ capfwd wiOr (fib4 
whence the wind derivei a coo} relriefliiB|(«HK 
IKy, that it eflentirily ofefnl in a qoactev wMi 
the beat of the fuo is almoft infupporladShw iBm. 
tewai hat the appearsmce of opolenee miA iodrf' 
try^and it the rettdenceof the chief of theNoo^ 
pottr diflrids, which are bounded on the nordi 
by the river Rawee ; on the ead by a moantaio- 
OU8 territory, called' the Chambay country; oa 
the weft by feme froall Hindoo diftrids, near tba 
head of the Punjab^ and on the fouth by Horit}' 
ponr. The revenues of Nourpour arc eiiimatedfit 
four lacks of rupees. It enjoys a ftate of mart 
internal quiet, is lefs moleded by the SicqneSy 
and more equitably governed, tlvftn any of tha 
furrounding territories. 

On the 9th, tlic travellers pafTed through the 

village Banguree, and the next day croiiled the 

Rawee, oppofite to the fort of Bilfouly. Thif 

central Punjab river, which runs near the cityrf 

Lahore, is very rapid, and about one hundftd 

and twenty yards \i\ bveaAvVv, \w v\\^ €«.Tt^-bott 

were t wo Sicques be\ot\^\wc, Vo vW ^wv^^l ^\».^ 

i^ey bad taken poffeff\ftf\>'\v\ covv^?;cv\\fixvcfc c5i>f»' 
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Jng fcunmoned to the aQiflance of the BKToiily 
chief. Though this is the certain refult of every 
confiedtioo made with the Sicques, the infatuated 
mountaioeer^ never fail to crave their aid wbeu 
cogagcd in war. A neighbouring chief had cx)m- 
mitted fonie depredations on theBilToulydiOridSy 
when the Sicques were called in to reptl the ene- 
my, and to guard the fort} but after performing 
the required fervice, they refufed to relinquilk 
Ihcir new fituation. 

A rapid progrefs through this country, and 
avoiding the track of the Sicques, were earneflly 
recomnaended to the travellers, who needed not 
fuch an admonition. The boatman at the ferry 
of BilTouly made an exorbitant demand of hire 
on this account, but the interference of the Sicque 
cavaliers, who difcerned the impofition, obliged 
him to fubmit to more reafonable terms. The 
journey of this evening proved dreary and foli- 
tary, and gave a wrong bent to every fpring of 
the iaiagination; for, if one cheerful or pleaiing 
idea began to (hoot forth, it was immediately 
deflroycd by the profpe6t of a deferted village, a 
defolate country, and all the concomitant mife- 
lies of war. 

Ait obliging houfekeeper accommodated onr 
iravcUrT, at the village Plaffee, with a more 
agreeable lodging than could poflibly have been 
expected. His little tenement was compoft.d of 
materials that had reHiled the late contlogiatioQ 
of the country, and the proprietor, with his fa- 
xnilv, had rcfumed the quiet pofl'effion of it. Ob- 
ierving that Mr. Porfter was op^refl'ed aud V^ti- 
£Uid, 10 confequence of a U'\tT c^w'^v ^cwnN^^ 
toad, he generoufly provided Yivta h*\>^ ^\i^^>. 
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and^fe him erery nonrifliYneot ih'at the hbnft 
afibrded. 

Coatinaitac bis roate» onr aathof arrived oit 
' the 11th at vie village iuidtio,tti6 i^fideneeof 
a pettj chief, tribatary to JtMnbo. A ftir tt^c 
held at an adjacent hamlet, the travellers aaixfd 
with the numerous fpedators of the fcftivaK afad 
witnefled/in the mirth and good 'humour thm 
predominant, a ftrong contraft to the 1<^ i^e 
of wretchednefs and devaftation. -^^ace herb 
waved her olive branch cnrer the tujfliid U^l^ta- 
tioos, and every font was attuned tb^ BimiibilSe 
pleaftire. Among ^variety bf div«$iHfiofii;^^. 
Forfter obfervefd a wheel, with boxM TbQibiJM 
from its rim, for the piirp6f6 of whirling MwH 
fuch perfons as are partial to aerial cit^nifi,'* H 
confequence of his feryantV delay, th6 Efiitm^li) 
fuftained a great inconvenience, bpt a ICdtndi^ 
rian family 3t Buddoo relieved it in forrie degree, 
by a friend l-y reception and a light fupper. 

Next day our traveller proceeded to the vilr 
lage of Mincote, fitviated on an eminence, that 
is p;irtially Ikirted by a fmall ,river. Here' thi 
European's troubles branched out anew, and in- 
volved him in various difficulties. His Kafhmi- 
rian companion having proceeded, by miftake, 
beyond the appointed place of rendezvous, there 
was no perfon either to prepare his food, or to 
take care of his horfe. The (hopkeeper, bow- 
ever, at Mancote, notwithftanding the Hindoos 
hold in abomination the performarce of any me- 
nial office for ftrangers, afforded hihci great af* 
tidancej bv giving him ^ (lielter, a bed, and fomt 
of bis houfehold utenCi\ft, ^ot \iCi\^\.t\^\>L\^\is«fe't 
corn, and his own prov\C\oti, 



^^^ 
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^ Being told of e meiidicaDt Seid, who refidcd in 
Ifae upper part of the village, and was celebrated 
for his eminent fandity, Mr. Foriler prefented 
hlmfelf to him, explained the nature of his fuu- 
tton> and earnedly requefted his aid. It feems 
that our author had fuppofed, a man who exiit- 
ed on public charity would have cheerfully grant- 
ed him the required aflidance; but the event 
proved how greatly he was midaken. ** Ne- 
ver," fays he "did mitred priell, in all the ple- 
nitude of his power, rolling amidll the plura- 
lities of benefice, regard a meagre curate with a 
deeper contempt of eye than did this haughty 
defcendant of Mahomet receive my fupplication." 
After expatiating warmly on the ditHculties that 
iarrounded him, and throwing in a few llric- 
tiires on the Seid*s ungenerous conduct, the tra- 
veller received au ungracious promife of adilt- 
ance, with this provifo, that he fhould himfeif 
prodqce fire- wood. Turning away with rage 
and vexation, he loudly reprobated a yiolatioa 
of what the rudell Mullulmau holds facred, 
thp rites of hofpitaliiy. A ftranger now in- 
terfered, and propofing to adjuft the embarraff- 
xnent, carried our author to the houfe of a ringing 
grirl» who, on hearing the dory of bis wants^ 
tacked up her garment with a fmiling alacrity, 
and prepared to relieve thorn without delay. ** U 
woald have done your heart good," fays the tra- 
veller, •* to have feen this honeft girl baking my 
bxead, and boiling my peas, the diil it with fuch 
good will, frequently oblVrving that I had con- 
ferred an honour upon her, and ultiraatflv retuC^ 
iM to accept of any remunevauou lot \x^\ v.^>2vj*_ 



if4^ FOMTua't: Tiitifci 

. O0 tbe ISth oar Eoropean reabbed Mipftr» i 
village^ confiftiDg of t fc^ lioafcls', birtkeimii^iii 
of a beaiitifal flieet of water, tbat'ls aUifidaDtljr 
fiorod vitb fith ; tbefe, bowever, are comldered 
as facred or royal property,' afid ar«i 'aocdtdingijr 
permhted to JiVe withont molietftaffionr. TA 
cotintry now tebame rdote opcrir^M ithcf rijicft 
better calttfated ihan aoj to '4h^ Hv^ftwaid criF 
Btflbuly. Ill tbe cotirfe of tfaia'diij^V joi^rttey» 
which was eitretnely pleafafat^' 6nf aiitliormcl 
with an encaropnoent of beggars, li^nd InVcoiilofit* 
aoce inth th^r reqoeft, dtfitiouDt^^to taiEO ftn^ 
refrefhinent. ' ttc defcriblea. tlifKin ta a '' * 
troop, and obfervtii that hrs meai)^ though' 
Vas oordiaUj given, stnd acc€^piE|nled tHfAi ^ , 
kind and friendly expreffions. At Mi&fii^,*M 
wife of a Mahometan oilman nodeiilobk^iofMt 
vide his repaid, but the took mofl nhwa tran f ihi b 
emoluments out of aa ill-dreffed fupper, and her 
cat contrived, during the night, to lighten his 
baggage of his dedined breakf'afl. 

Next day he refumed his journey throagh i 
dreary road, that lay for miles togetheir be- 
tween lofty and perpendicular rocks. His pro- 
gfefs was rendered peculiarly difagreeable, from 
the want of a companion, and the afped of 
the country gave a gloomy turn to. his ideas, till 
at length he difcovered, to his ^reat joy, a family 
fitting on a fmall, verdant fpot, where, availing 
themfelves of the fituation, they were grazing 
their cattle. He immediately joined the happf 
party without ceremony, and was prefented <wita 
a cap of butter-milk. The father told him tlist 
an opprcGive landlord WA oXiXx^^^VCvcci vc\ q^ 
his hoafc, and feek a moxe v^^c^^vA \w^\v;a«fc. 
One of the family luffevt^ «i\ic\\ ^wi i\^. 
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ed finger, and as all Europeans are fup- 
by the natives of India to be furgeons, 
is, and artillerymen, the gued was called 
for a (li (lance, which he adminiflered gratii, 
Ir fatisfadion. 

: approach of evening induced oar author 
itinue his route> and he accordingly pro-^ 
I to the lower town of Jumbo, where, feek- 
miflion at a retired houfe, he difcovered a 
t who, about a month before, had travelled 
ipany with him, but had left the party on 
fervice of difpatch. This man being the 
t of a Kaflimirian, from whom Mr. Forfter 
'ought an introdu6tory letter, ran haftily to 
his mader, who foon appeared, and infixed 
e (hanger's being lodged immediately, in 
ufe, though they were obliged to proceed 
r in the midft of a copious and heavy* 
T. This man, immediately on their arrival, 
enced a train of civilities, and painful, yet 
mt attentions. After expatiating with fur- 
^ warmth and volubility on the extraordi* 
inalities and accompliihments of his gueft, 
feqiience of advice from his correfpondent 
cknow, he congratulated Mr. Forfter on his 
ar good fortune in having met with him fo 
as he would not have found another boneft 
h Jumbo. 

prefentingabill for payment, which, from 
g been repeatedly drenched in water, ad- 
together as if it had been pafted, Mf. 
\x hadoccafion to applaud the generofity of 
anker at Jumbo, who wilb avwcVv ^ocA xva^* 
OBked the paper in water, ?li\^ o^tv«.\ >^^^ 
with eitrcme caation, t\\\ Vie ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
\e coateats. Had he been d\^^o^«^ ^ v^ 



1 



lf9 ypiuiTiiL> 4f a#r>t4i 

Vitiiheld At xcqniTfA Jiiqi, M M HffM^ 
cauibi but, on the «9aU4ii7«bei?a4iv#plWinKr 
ledsed ih$t tfac biU m^sgfiioAfMJt^Un^JDh^^ 
it iEould hate been of greater v«laej i» U!u$ iPtUV- 
iiey bad been long and faiigaing. 
. Juaibo It fittfated on tbe declivity of a lr>]T, 
i^d GODjtaina two 4i'tii^^ divi^ons, called tU 
Upper and the Louver Towns* T*ic baTc of the 

Siipeoce in va(bed by the river Eawee, aboiit 
iy fardi broad, and gene ra 1 J y f b rd a b 1 c- Upon 
its ban^s are'fevcr^l n^ills for -griading corn, 
' vbich Bit greatly faperiofj in point of conQriiiC* 
lion, toaOT^b^^ie^nby oar traveller in India* 
Jt feeaat ti^y wicre itiuoduccd by the Ka^iqi- 
riant* vrbo havt tA^d many iraprovcaienu ^ 
ibetp;«ra. . : *^ 

Tb0 articlet of mm^v^j^iiMJiitjiMtm 
trade of j42nibo and Kaibniiri&, are «ftwUy inv^ 
fported by meo, two of whom take the I^ rf 
a ilroDg mple, and tbe hire is fitted at th^ lal^ 
of four rupees for each carrier. TbiB flitwl^ 
vben exported from JK.aihmirc, are p^qked in w 
oblong bale^ containinga certain weight or^uaa- 
tity, ternaed a biddery, the ea^terior covering of 
vrhich is the hide of an o^ or a buffalo, ftron^lf 
jewed with leather thongs. A Kathmirian c^ar^ 
ries his load in the fame manner as a £oldi^'# 
knapfack, and when difpofed to reil, bepjaoesf 
Hick beneath It, in cnnnner of a crutch, wbiich 
fupports the load and alfifts him in walkiQg. 
Two caufes^re afligne^ for employing n>eB, ra- 
ther than beafis of bnrXhen.. in this fervice. It 
is hid, that the chkfs, bordeiing on eitber fidft 
^ of ih^ river Chiv aun, V\;\Ne a^^xt^^ xk^^x \xq fi«ed 
bridge fliall be ereaed, ox \>q^v. ^^^na^'^^ wfi^^^w^ \ 

«TOim. OOkew ftfcxVb?^ ^ «^^^ ^^^ ^^X^^ 



inore forcible ; the ftnpendons height and fteep- 
nefsof the intervening moiintaiiiS, which render 
the paffage exceedingly dangerous, if not imprac- 
ticable, to either horles or mules. 

According to the bed and mod authentic ac- 
counts, it appears, that Jumbo continued to in- 
creafe in power, wealth, and commerce, till the 
death of Runzeid Deve, which hippened in 177O. 
At this period, the prefent chief, in dired oi)po- 
fition to the intentions and exprefs defires of his 
father, felzed on the government, configned one 
of his brothers, the intended fucceflfor, to an un- 
timely death, and imprifoned another, who con- 
trived to efcape, and fought the protedion of the 
Sicques. 

That warlike, yet predatory people, were de- 
lighted with obtaining fo favourable a pretext 
for entering Jumbo, and promifed to efpoufe the. 
caufe of the fugitive with zeal and vigour. A 
fmall fum had been annually cxa6led by theni 
from the inhabitants of Jumbo, though in a 
ranch fmaller proportion than what was levied 
in the adjacent territories 5 but now, under pre- 
tence of affifting an injured perfon, they laid 
wafte the mod valuable of the didrid^, and 
at the period of our author's travels, they were 
profecuting a vigorous war againd the chief, 
whofe opprelfions had alienated the hearts of hin 
people^ and who, to crown his ill fortune, had 
called in a party of Sicque mercenaries, com- 
manded by a powerful officer, who has ereded a 
fort at the fonth entrance of the principal pafs, 
leading to the Punjab. 

. Mr, Former's Xafhrairian ho(V, nv\vo cot^vv^vsn.^^ 
o opprcfs him with fuper£uous c\v\\\\a^^> ^^^^ '^- 
^otbcr Tiding in the fame houC^, ^^^^ 2^^ 



jcanfioed in Us x»qid by the rhwimatifm, A« be 
{xyiTeiTedj pleafaot, fodable tecnprTj withmucb 
H&fol iirfbrmatioOf bb coaverrf^rlon was highly 
'tmnfing to our imtJb^r, ^nd contributed greaily 
to his knowledge of ill id part of h^dia, Thbaf- 
^ided Afiaiic likev-ife gave famt ULredlon^ for 
]i>8 cooduft in Kafluntrcj which wejc ddiTcxed 
vU-h ao air of candopr, atid fvid^ntiy void of de- 
^Q. Th^ day preceiLlIng our European'^ dep^r^ 
$ure. be called fcdsn into hiii ^pancnent^ and ad- 
ireScd him .10 the following term« ; '' Njr 
/fiend, f0U are iiow -jl^out viiiting a coed try, 
^vbofe iobabitaQti arc of a ch^iraa^r c\ilf«rc/it 
from MJxy you hav^ hitli^rto feen, ai^d it is mdl/* 
penfibiy requifite that you thould be cautious 
aod iliiigeot> for ibcy ^re a keen and Tub tie peo- 
ple. ..Yoo mu&4 in panicuUr, refolvc to with- 
&ani the folick8tioo& of luy brother, who Ubow 
in t}iat coaniry, aud will mij(t probably atteai|U 
to borrow your money ; for if you ichd him a ru- 
pee, the money will be loft. Make your diiburffr' 
meots only on delivery of Uie goods, and bove- 
ver urgent he may be, tlr^adily reAUe to makeaPJ 
pdvaoce." This advice, wholly divefled of a ten^ 
dency to promote the Intere&s of bis /amily, at 
the ex,pence of equity, difpUyed a 6x^vd3Xtnit 
of bonefty in the Kaihmirian, and proved eSkor 
tially ufeful to his grateful auditor. 

In coufequence of the fiuduatirig fiate of Afi 

export and imporit duties, which have beca gra* 

dually diminilbing Gnce the acceffion of thepra- 

lent chief, Mr. Foriler was unable to afoertaia 

the amount of the J umbo revenue 5 but the cor* 

reot iniormalion of vVie comwVtti ^Uxxa \^« ordi- 

uary receipt at f\ve \ac)^ .ol x^^sfc^^ «M2ik3a&3ft^ 

*/je pi-oduce of BadAoo au^Oxx^WkV^^i^V^ 
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aot indeed form immedisite appendages of Jum^ 
bo» but are fo intimately dependent on its policy^ 
tliaC their limits are thrown into one dcfcription. 
•' This united territory," fays our author, *' it 
bounded on the north by the river Chinaun ; on 
the eaft by independent Hindoo dii^i i^ -, on the 
ibath by Biflfouly ; and on the wed by tlie Pan* 
jab. 

Quitting Junnbo on the 17th of April, Mr. 
Forfier proceeded with a Kafhmirian fervcint to 
the Tillage of Dunfhaulab, where he arrived after 
a painful pedelUian journey of twenty miles* 
His feet were fo feverely bruifcci and excon.^red, 
that he could fcarcely walk, and he was obliged 
to wrap them up in bandages, foaked with oil, 
before he could poliibly proceed ten miles farther 
to the village Nagrolah. During this part of 
the journey, Mr. Forfter paid, at the different 
cul^mhoufes, certain fmall f:e8, which were not 
in reality lawful charges ; but, being known as a 
ftranger, and one whole appearance feemed fuit* 
sble to their defigns, the officers feldom permit- 
ted hifB to pafs without a contribution. 

Though the lacerations in his feet were ex- . 
trecnely painful, efpecially at h\^ drW fetting off, 
be continued his route in tolerable fpirits, being 
proteded by the quiet difpofitiou of the people^ 
«nd fare of obtaining a nndiirnal repaO and ac- 
comniodation. At Dunflvjulah he (lept on a 
Isrge blanket, in a retail fliop, and fupped oa 
fbnrie ipiced meat and bifcuits ; and at Nagrolah 
lie was entertained by a Mahometan family, who 
fupplied him with a ftandiu^h^d* 

Proceeding, on the \9iV\, v\^ a ^t.^^ •axA.Vk^v^ 
Jiil!, the intcnfe heat of ibe t^\r^ \\^^ xv^j-aAn ^^'^ 
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Cslf at the fammit of th6 tmneoct, mbim (bme 
^aritable Hindoo bad ercfied a finaU pleafiiDt 
iHiildiDg, tb^t wai well fiipplied with, pots of 
water* Beoeath thia boibitalde. fheiteirt no was 
permitted, though a Mnflnlnmn io appetlaa^ 
to repofe himfelf after hit joumegr till the eafih. 
log morolDg. . Many Hindooa canne in fon the 
benefit of t>e (hade and the water, and bUbrviog. 
that the European waa lanie, thef Itretiedr him 
with attentive kindnefii, aitd/woiild: not pemit 
him to rife, when aoyof tlieir {Hindpal pe^le 
entered. , . • \ 

. Amooj; a variety of perfona^irix>:Cflmetor«qaf 
the comforts of this charitable fbi|BidfttMiiriias a 
]dahometao^ who laid himfelf down vidfQM» 
remony. in the interior quarter of tlMiJbtfUiig^ 
A Ifindoo of rank entered fbon after, :«!& iiiif^i 
rai attendants, and percdving that the moidt* 
cant bad taken up the moft convenient and 
honorary place, and that he offered no mark of 
refpedt to bis fuperiors, commanded that faU 
chattels (hould be thrown into the. road. The 
difciple of Mahomet exclaimed againft thistS 
of ejedion, but was iilenced by a reply^ which 
intimated that, notwithilanding the edifice was 
ereded for the accommodation of travellers id 
general^ yet in fome cafes, as in the prefent, sfl 
obfervance of deference and precedency was ne* 
ceifary. This anecdote may fcr^e as a general 
delineation of the native difference betwixt tho 
dirpofition of a Hindoo and a Muffulman. Hadi 
Hindoo, particularly one of a religious ordtfi 
prefumcd to have thrown his brafs pot, his lice 
or peas, i n to an apanmcivt \tv ^^^c^ax^un ooao* 
trjr, that had been ^tcnKou^n occ»3^\^^ Vj j^ V-" 
XUtjves. faia puniCbtiiWt. ^o>a\^^^^^>»««^?*^ 
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evere and difgraceful than death.. Indeed, from 
I long and minute obfervation, Mr. Forfter baa 
)een led to pronounce the Hindoos a more tem- 
>erate people, and much more ufeful in thevari- 
)U8 relations of life> than any clafs of Mahome- 
ans whatever. 

At the vicinity of Nagrolah commence the 
liftrids of a Chinnanee chief, who is dependent 
)n Jumbo, and aflifts the government, in every 
ixigency, with a certain number of troops. His 
cvcnue iseftimated at one lack of rupees. 

On the 20ih, our author reached Chinnanee, a 
leat and populous town, featcd on the brow of 
in eminence, the bafp of which, on the eaftern 
ide, is waflied by a rapid ftream. This channel 
s provided with two ttroi^g fir beams, in lieu of 
I bridge, one of which extends from the rock to 
;he oppofite bank, and the other reaches from 
he fliore to an infulated rock, in the middle of 
:he current. At Chinnanee our traveller was com- 
pelled to pay a rupee for permiffion to crofs the 
-iver Chinnaun, which forms the weftern boun- 
iary of this chiefftiip. 

•Next day he proceeded to the village Dumo- 
nunjee, where he obtained a temporary lodging 
w\xh a Ka/hmirian farmer. The approach to 
Dumomunjee leads through a valley, richly cloth- 
ed with exuberant herbage, and elegantly diver- 
5fied with the moft beautiful ihrubs of India. 
From Jumbo "to this place, the road inclined to 
the ead and eaft by fouth, but from the vicinity 
>f the village it leads to the north and uoxlVvVi^ 
wrctt, an obi ig DC dire<5tion that has uvoft. ycQ^tk2^^"^ 
ie^n taken on account of the ex.Uercv«i ^^^^^^^"^ 
Cibcaioantalao ag r^ngos in this qyuxv^t. 
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Proceeding towards the village N^ufman, m 
tbe Kifflitdwer country, Mr* Forlier crofled the 
' Chinnann. The ndcthod of convejing patrengcrs 
and 'theft ba^|(age over ttiis Aream is extremely 
fi&gnlar, and defet^irig an eitplatiaUon. Tk 
riVer 18 betweeh feventy and eighty yards broaif, 
and from the declivity of the country, very rapiJ. 
On the^ppofite ihore are fixed tirong woodtn 
pofts, abottt four feet high, on the upper ends of 
which a ftout rope it tightly extended, and joined 
bdlow to a fmaller one by hoops of iwifled ofi^rs. 
In the centre' of the fmall rope hangs a vehidc 
o^ niit-work^, for the conveyance of merchsindifc 
aiifd paflengers^ And a fnSicicnt length of botb 
eiids of Jtherope pierhiits it to be landed on eiLkr 
£4^ of thd river. This accommodation is kept 
bv mntoal agreefl(ieiit, during the night on the 
KSthtewer fide. In defiance of our author's paff- 
port, the Chinnanee officer taxed him in an ad- 
ditional fee, and he was likewife neceffitated to 
purchaje his paflage through an inferior tribe of 
mercenaries, who infefted the water fide. Dc- 
fifous of arriving at the end of this troablefome 
ilage, and being both fatigued and hungry, be 
attempted to dop their clamours ; but fre(h de- 
mands were yet made againft him, for thia no- 
accountable race of ferrymen, having conveyed 
hi^ fervant and the baggage half way over die 
river, kept them fwinging in that fituatibn, aod 
infided on detaining (hem tili a fecopd payment 
ihould be made* 

Though this impediment was exceedingly ve(? 
at/oua at fuch a time, yet Mr. Forfter coujk not 
po/Ubly help laughing at ^ ^^Vw^t^' \|^n^ 
ofbh baplcfs docoeftVc* vjVio cotyx^wK^Av^'-t^r 
^^Mi^ from bis flack toptS ti^«*^^^ ^^^"^^^ 
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itroorrigible rogues, and that he would rather 
fubmit to hang there all night than to give them 
an additional farthing. The neceflities of our 
author, however, cooled his refentment, and in- 
duced him to purchafe their releafe. 

On his arrival at Naufman, the European 
waited on a Mahometan of rank, who was tra- 
velling to Kafhmire, and requeued perraidion to 
travel in his fuite, in order to repel the dreaded 
attack of the extortionate cuftomhoufe officers, 
who, fince his departure from Jumbo, had cona- 
peiled him to pay a fum that was by no means 
proportionate to the (late of his finances. Zul- 
pbucar Khan, the perfon whom he addrefTed, 
readily granted his petition, and offered him 
svery poflible affidance. This Muflulman had 
lieen recently employed in the fervice of the 
:hief of Jumbo, but on the charge of fume de- 
fault, or mifdemeanor, he had been diveded of 
lis office, thrown into clofe confinement, and 
ubje6ted to a feries of tortures, that had at lail 
leflroyed his right hand ; after which fevere 
ufTerings, he was permitted to retire into Kafb- 
nire. 

On the 23d, our author travelled twelve miles, 
md halted on the fummit of a fleep and defolate 
nountain, where the air, in itfclf extremely 
ileak, was rendered painfully cold, by the fall of 

heavy rain, that continued till the next morn- 
ng. It feems almoft needlefs to remark, that a 
»erfon, who undertakes this journey, ihould pof- 
iCs a hale and vigorous conflitution, and have 
afficient refolution to wean h*\m^e\^ t.^L^^^vva^'i 
•om the dedre of every luxury. 
9^ext day the JQurnty con filled n^VvoW^ cAO^^w^- 
ing over hills, and defcending vYkcm v<\v\\ ^^^^^ 
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terror , and rapicfity. The protedipn^of the Khan 
was cbnfpicaouily manifeded at'tffe village Run* 
vreiggin, where our author only p^id ooe quarter 
of a rupee to the . cuflomhoufe^ and bJbing noW 
confidered as an ettabliflied member of the Ifmr 
ful man's family, he was treated, at ,the dthfar 
; places where they halted, with greiat dVility. 
All the euOomhoufes on the northern fide of toe 
rlvQr Chinnaun, are in* the polfetfion of Kalhnii- 
rians, who have foutid, in the Hindoo diftri6ti, a 
fecure add profitable retreat, from the avaribe 
and oppreffion of the;r native governors. 

On the 25th/ the travellcfrs proccfeded Co ^a- 
naol, a fmall village, dependent on, K^flimiie* 
Here they were accomihodated in a moftjii^ the 
uftial lodging of Mahometans, in places tiiM'i^ 
- cot fuppHed with caravanferab'. A confiderii^a 
* quantity of hail and rain having follen this dsjr, 
the road becan^e fo flippery, that their progrels 
was much retarded, and our author's Aioes, lately 
purcliafed, began to evince fach marks of diflb- 
lution, that he was obliged to faften them to bis 
feet with cords. At the diftance of fix miles to 
the fouth-eaft of Bannaul, they*paffcd the divi- 
fion of the Kafhmire territory, lying without the 
greater circle of mountains. The rulers of Kalh- 
mire permit the fertile valley of Bannaul, which 
is ten or twelve miles in length, to remain un- 
cultivated, that it may not afTord either flicltcr 
or provifion to the bordering Hindoo l^atcs, who, 
in tormer periods, have approached the interior 
paflcs of KalLmire, through this traft. 

Proceeding over a mountain, whofe afceotu 
computed, in a w\nA\t\^ ^ut6L\cix\^ ^\. fix miles* 
our author reached vVie vo^vv ol\i>o.\\<^Ck^'a.%a^^ 
of fourteen nViks. ¥xom \V^ ^"^^^^^^^^ 



^ 



IN India/ Src, .1^5 

aforefaid eminence are feen the plains of Kafh- 
mire, extending in a long range, from thefouth- 
caft to the north-weft, and exhibiting a charming 
diverfity of landfcape. The view was highly 
grateful to our European^ who had long been 
eftranged from fuch enchanting fcenery, and he 
gazed, enraptured, on the brilliant profped, till 
the feverity of the air compelled him to relin- 
quifh the beauties for the con<veniences of nature. 

Having arrived at this part of his journey, Mr. 
Forlier calls back the attention of his readers to 
the country and people he had recently vifited, 
in terms fomething fimilar to the following : 
The face of the country, froiri Lall Dong to the 
Ganges, forms a clofe chain of fylvan mountains, 
and were it not occafionally fpotted with a few 
little hamlets, that divifion of Siringnaghur might 
be juftly faid to be adapted entirely lo the ufe of 
the beafts of the foreft. It abounds with ele- 
phants, but thefe animals are not to be feen there 
as on the weftern iide of the Jumna. In the vi- 
cinage of Nhan, the country is agreeably chec- 
quered with hill and dale, and in fome places 
embellifhed with woods. From thence to.Bel- 
lafpour, the fcene is changed into lofty piles of 
mountains, whofe narrow breaks barely lerve to 
difcharge the defcending ftreams. Fertile val- 
leys extend from Bellafpour to Biflbuly, where 
the traveller again meets with ftupendous hills, 
which, with little variation, ftretch to the limits 
of Kafhmire. From Lall Dong toKaihmire, the 
road tended generally to the north- weft, ^^^- 
north-Weft, and weft by north *, tVie ^\d^^ o^ >>cv^ 
inhabited mountains are clothed m«\V\\ n^x\ov^^ 
forts of grain, as wheat, barley > ^c.-, T\e^ '^^ ^^^ 
aJdvdted ia the narrow valleys, bvxV t\oV \^ ^^ 
R 3 ^ co^^^^^^^^ 
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coniiderab!e qtiaatity ; nor is it n favourite ar- 
ticle of food *iih the naiivesj whofe chief fub- 
fiflence confirts of wh^^at, bread, and pea*, made 
into ^ thick (o\.\p. From Nban ihe norther:! 
lides of the JjlUs are cmbcllifhcd with ihat fpe- 
cies of tree, tMown in Europe by the appellarioD 
of the Scots fir, and beiwreti Jumbo and Kalh- 
mire arc inatiy pines, but thefe grovp cxchifively 
on the northern face of the mouotains* The cli- 
mate ts unfavourable to fruits and vegetables, as 
it is loo hot for the produfts of Perfia, and rHtber 
too cold for ihofe of fndia^ though we muik ex- 
cept thr while mulberry, which at Jumbo at- 
tains to a large fize and a delicious flavour. The 
villages, or hamlets of the mountaiueers* are ge- 
nerally built on the brow of an eminence, and 
contain from four to eight fnrtall fcattered hoofw, 
conflruL^ed of clay and rough ftoof^s, aiid ufuallf 
fliit roofed. The re fi nous p:jrts of the fir, cut in 
flip^j, fopply the ufes of s Ijjmp, in all the parts 
where that tree sbound^i; but the method ofes* 
tracing its turpentitje is totally unknown* TIjc 
n^tivt^s of thete mountliiHare compofed of ferc- 
ta] Oad't^s cf Hindoos, and there is liule more dif- 
fer r nee br-tweeu their manoera arid thofe of ibe 
foutht^rn qnaricrs of India, than is fomid among 
fi people ttho inhabit the hi^h and low land^ of 
th^:r fame country in Europe. The fcardty o( 
wt^ali h has depr^dTed the growth of lusnrv* ^nd 
m:irked their charaQer with a rude fimpljcitf. 
TJipy have no fpacious buildings ftjr public of 
private ufe^ nor do ihe^ f>brervc, in the perfor(i> 
uncc ot rheir reli^vovis oftices, rhofe minute and j 
rtftjn^d cerecnonies ib'Al aie ^t2.&\^t^\i^ v\\^ Cou- 
thcru Hindoos. 
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At TauUah Mhokee, fituate about nine miles 
to the northward of Nadone, a fmall volcanic 
fire iflues from the fide of a mountain, on which 
the Hindoos have ereded a temple. Fire being 
the pureil of the elements^ it is confidered by this 
people as the fitted emblem to reprefent the Dei- 
ty. Hence every place is accounted facred that 
produces a fubterraneous flame, infomuch that no 
image is permitted to ftand near it, left the proxi- 
mity of other fymbols (hould fully the purity of 
this reprefentation. Our author frequently ob- 
ferved in the courfe of his travels, that thofe 
Hindoos, who were moft converfant in the rites of 
their religion, never omitted, at the firlt fighi of 
fire, to offer up a prayer of adoration. The moun- 
taineers univerfally permit their beards to grow*, 
and, inftead of bowing the head in falutation, as 
is pradifed in Lower India, they embrace the ob- 
je6t of their addrefs^ and incline the head over his 
left {boulder. 

The women are of an olive complexion, are de- 
licately forrned, and have a degree of freedom in 
their behaviour, which is ftri6tlv confonant with 
virtue, and feems the refult of the confidence re- 
pofed in them by the men. Their ufual drels ron- 
iifts of a petticoat, with a variegated border j a 
clofe jacket, covering half the waift ; and- a loofe 
Homacher attached to the fore part of it, which 
reaches to the girdle. Their hair, which ^s as 
highly eftimated as by the lovelieft females of 
Europe, is plaited with filk or cotton firings, and 

• The growth of the beard is probably encouraged ^\oxiv 

t certain feroaity, predominant lu the dv^^iAwvotv vA tcvqwc^- 

%»ineers, which prowpth them to e\\)reC$,,u\ d\'R«\tuv ww^nS^v^^ >» 

a coatempt for the foficr manners ol Vhe ^co^Yc^ Vwo vwV'S^- 

hit the low country, ' Vv -« 
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haap.down the backj beneath a !igb^ vellj ^t)icK 
feldom toachesy and never wholly conceals the 
face. The femalesi belonging to perfons of dif- 
tindioo^ are kept Id private apsrlmeols, in the 
manner of the Mah^metan^. The exiftence of 
ihis pradice» in a country lee a red by nature from 
the dread of invafion^ affords a throng prefucnp- 
tipn^ that the concealment of women of a higher 
clafs was an eftabli(bed cuAom oi the Hindoos, 
before the filbjagation of India to the JM^homc- 
tan arms. At the faine time il appears, from ctrr- 
tahi ufages of the Hindoos^ noted in their hi^o* 
ry, though now obfolcLer that they did not, in mc^re 
ancient tindesy confine any clafs ot their wom^n.^ 
but as their manners gradually lofl their original 
fimpHdty^ in confequence of the influx of wealtbp 
and its conftant attendant^ luxury^ the itiHova- 
tion was introduced by the rnlers, from a defire 
of imprelfing.the populous with a higher venera- 
tion for their families. Several aocient legends 
clearly prove that women were admitted into the 
Hindoo affemblies, and often pofTeifed an exten- 
five (hare in the government. One pafTage, in 
particular, is feen in the hiftory of the celebrated 
Ram, who appears to have been a powerful war- 
rior, (hat icrves to illuHrate this, pod tion, and 
Jikewife to trace to a high fource, an abftfrd 
mode of trial, formerly ettabliftied in Europe. 

To introduce this eaftern tale to our readers, it I 

is necelfary to remark, that Sree Mub Narrain, I 

the imaginary deity of the Hindoos, together 1 

with his infe parable alTociates, Mb ah Letchimyy I 

and rhe fnake for the px^x^ofe oi eotreding ccr- I 

tain evils, which bad der^iw^t^ v\\t ^<3v\^,^wsar I 

ed it expedient to peiiom^^ \\v\m^?ci ^TtaXs^v^, \ 

ATa/rain accordini\y affumt^ \.\i^ taax\.v^ ^^^^ 
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and appearance of Ram ; Lctchimy bore the cha- 
ra^er of his wife, under the name of S^etah De- 
vec; and the fnake was metafnorphofed into the 
femblance of Letchimnn, the brother and com- 
panion of Ram. It feems that ihefe perfonages 
mixed freely in the focieties of the world, nor 
does any part of the hiftory mention the fecjalioa 
of Seetah, but, on the contrary, flie is reprefented 
as coming forth on every occafion which could, 
with propriety, allow of a female's interferencie, 
A fervice of importance demanding Ram's peY- 
fonal exertion, he configned his bride to tfie 
charge of Letchimun, with whom Ihe remained 
fome time in peace and fecurity. At length, 
however, a famous magician game that way, arid 
hecame violently enamoured of Seetah. This man 
having difcovered, by his diabolical art, that the 
eyes of a woman are eafily enfuared, caufed a 
bird of exquifite beauty to crofs the light of 
Seetah. This artifice h-.id the defired tfTV6t, for 
the deluded lady immediately conjured her pro- 
te^or, by every pledge he held dear, by the affec- 
tion he bore to her, and by his friendfhip for her 
hufband, to procure her this charming bird. Let- 
chimun, equally troubled and aftoniflied at this 
requcft, expatiated warmly on the imprudence of 
quitting her in fo dangerous a filuation. The 
brilliant plumage of the bird, however, had foef- 
fe6tually filled the mind, and dazzled the judg- 
ment of Se;etah, thatfhe was utterly incapable of 
attending to the falutary counfel of her friend. 
She declared that (he mull either pofiefs the 
charming object of her wilhes, or btco\xs.^ >^^ 
mod wretched of women •, awd -wX^exv V^xO^- 
man prudently rcfnfed to grant ^o '^^v^tWow^ •» 
requeft, (he £ew ioto the avo^ v\o\e^V ^tx^c^'^ 
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and accufed him of the defign of ik^a^^t^ 
which ihc alleged to be the rca foo of hij» refufa^ 
leave her. Lctchimun now convinced of the /jj 
efficacy of his argumentsj and of the nectflir/- ft/ 
comply iog with ber humour, went in fearch of 
the bird^ but fir A drew a magic circle around Ml 
fair charge^, and told-her^ that no calamiry could 
befal her whil^ {he continued within the limits 
of thatfpace., No fooncr had Lctchirotin, dil- 
appeared^ tbap the pi o 1 1 i n g n eo rom a n ccr 3 {fava^ 
ed the appearance of a decrt^pid old man, and ap*^ 
proached, wit^ a feeble and tottering flep, iU 
place where, iSpe fab flood. He then fdl, as if 
completely ^I,b a u 14 ed J to the ground » and fnr:i* 
e£t\f requeApd.her to give htm a little water to 
quench bts tb» ft, and reflorc his ftretigtb. Tb« 
humane, bat ill-fated lady was touchttl with 
compaflion at the (igbt of the aged mendicaat> 
and, with a heart overflowing with benevolencet 
fhe flepped beyond the bounds of fafcty, and fcU 
immediately into the power of the deci?ivcii 
Here the ftory wanders into a wide field of ^ 
tion, which ten da but lit lie to the credit of tt 
author, we therefore content ourfelves wiib ot 
ferving, that, after Seetah had been recovered t 
her hufband, he commandedj for the removal 
his own private fufpicions, and for effefttia^ 
filencing the tongue of dander, that flie (hoi 
be judged by the ordeal trial. This mandate t 
joyfully received by the heroic lady, who ' 
impatient to fatisfy her lord, and to exhib 
public ted of her purity to the world. She 
cordiug]y walked undaxxtvVt^X^ wtx vhe ban 
iron. *' Bat the feel oi^ceV^Vir ^v5|^^t\S 
an, '* being (hod w\V\\ \ut\ocfetvcfi> >\ifc.^^ 
beat was to her abed oi ^oH«t.xC ^ 
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in with Mr. Forder, in bis opinion, that the 
ine benefits niay be derived from this tale, as 
oca the perufal of the Arabian nights, where, 
Didft the olio of genii, talifmans, and demons, 
e are enabled to extrad fome juft relations of 
e manners and difpofitions of the people. 
There is amother circumftance which may cor- 
borate the poficion, that the Hindoo ladies were 
)t debarred the light of men, by ancient ufage, 
''ben a female of thechittcry,or royal, race was 
arriageable, or fuppofed to pofTefs a fufficient 
fcernment, for fo weighty a tranfa6tion, (he was 
nduded to an apartment, where feveral youths 

her own tribe were aflembled; and, on being 
queded to fele6t her future hufband from among 
em, (he diftinguilhed the objeiSt of her choice^ 
^ throwing over his neck a wreath of flowers. 
It is now neceflTary to return to the fubjcd of 
^fhmire, and to defcribe the natural beauties 

a valley, which may perhaps be juftly ftyled, 
::omparable, on account of its air, foil, and 
:h diverfity of landfcape. 
The northern part of the Bannaul hill, already 
^ntioned, is about a mile and a half (horter 
an the fouthern fide 5 a diflference which arifeg 
ely from the declifity of the fouthern face of 
5 eminence. Yet it is clearly evinced by the 
jcipitated current of the rivers, that the valley 
Kaibmire is confiderably more elevated than 
3 Piyjab plains. This height of fituation, to- 
ther with the proximity of liupendous moun* 
n«, whofe heads are encrufted with fnow dur- 
r the greater part of the year, ^imi^^xx^ '\ k:^\- 
fs to the air of Xa/lmiire, wh\cV\, ?vccox^v^% v^ 
UneofhtiiadGtit wonld notolbexwxfev^^^^^' 
'cere Naag waa the firft viUa&e VvvVia^ <5?^ 
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valley .wbete the traTellen halted, and. froin 
whenoei after a' tiri€t exarainatioDy tbev . y^^ < 
permitted to pafs without mckdation. 'Tbu Fa* 
voar, however^y waichieBj granted on accbnntof 
Zulpbttcax Khan, who was greatly refpededhf 
all claiTet of people. Tbi& pt^rfon, on aocofint of 
the. laihenefs of his hand aud the in^rna ftateof 
hih health, was obliged to travd in a •litter; a 
fpbciesof carriage, different from amr th||t.are 
feen in the fouthero parts -of India. The frune^ 
conftmfted of foor flight pieces of wdid, irabgoc 
fofir feet and a half long, and three broai^ with 
a bottom of cotton lacing, or interwoved CRoiis* 
To the ontward fides are faftenedj with iron 
rings, two ilout bamboo poles,, that priqje^.thita 
' fe6t from bh^ end of the frame. The estrdu- 
ties of thefe bamboos are loofelj conniedted bf 
folds of cords, into which is fixed, by clofcly twitt- 
ing and binding at the centre, a ftrong pole, three 
feet long, and by thefe poles the fampan, or litter, 
is carried on the fhoulders of four men 5 there is, 
however, one great inconvenience attached to this 
raode of conveyance, viz. that it affords no fhel- 
ter againft the inclemency of ihe weather. 

Iri Ibme of the difficult paffages on the hills* 
the invalid was neceffitated to walk; and it fcem- 
cd furpriiing to our traveller, that the bearers 
were able to carry the litter over them. The 
Kaflimirians, who commonly traverfc this exe- 
crable road, ufe fandalsmadeof ftraw rope, %s an 
approved defence for their feet, and likewife to 
iave their ihoes. 

In the neighhovM\\oo^oi VtCix^tsTaug, is a tor- 
rent of water, tV\at bvit^s vj\\.\\\m>^^\.\iwi'^\wai> 
from the fide of a moat\V^vtv, ^\v^ \\sxtRR.^\'iX^ 
iotms a couliderab\e lue^vn, nkVy^V vx^^Jvvss.^^ 
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oiher rivulets to fertilize the cbarmir 
Kafhmire. On the fpot where this wa 
the plain, is a bafon, faid to have been 
cd by the Emperor Jehanguir, for rec 
difcharging the current. This renders 
extremely pleafant, and a rich variety 
that crown the border, ferves at once as i 
embelllibmeiat to the fcene, and an all 
trpat to tWe inhabitants of that quarter, 
the fummer feafon, frequently refort tl 
enjoy the united charips of fhade and w; 
The road from Veere Naug leads th 
country exhibiting that luxuriant flore ol 
ry, which is produced by an elegant difpoi 
mountain, valley, wood, and water ; obje 
delightful and charming to the fenfible mi 
peculiarly interefting at the period of our a 
travels, when the cheerful and vivifying fei 
fpring embroidered the ground with flowe 
\efted the fruit trees with their moft bri 
drefs, and called forth to view the mat 
beauties of the (hrubbery, a fcene lo exqui 
>eautiful, that no extraordinary wafmth of 
ination was required, to ftamp on our "aui 
lind, the idea of his landing on a provin 
iry land. 

On the 26th of April, the Khan and hi! 

oceeded to Durroo, a fmall. but well pe 

vn, where they were kindly received b 

cf^, and treated in fo hofpitable a manner 

. Forfler no longer remembered the pai 

feet, and his companions thought them 

1 recompenfed for the fatigues o\ v\vev\\ci' 

■ext clay they vifited a large lo'Viv, e^ 

ibad, fjruate on the noTlbettv ^^^e ^ 

fum whicb here penclratebO:i^tao> 

XXIV. ^ S 
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narrow openings. 



The ftream U abrjtit elghtf^ 
yards broad, in the vlctnity of tbc towiij aafl 
iroin thq level fur face of t lie couuLry, has a g;eQ^ 
tie cnrrcpt* Ofir traveller and bis a Jociates ha£ 
hired a boat^ to proct^^d from h^uco to the c'ltm 
of Kaflimire^ but their prog re Is was onexpeScd3 
Ijr retarded, br the arrival of a wriicea orderi 
which required them \o reinain at lilaamabad, 
nnti) apauport (hould he obtained from the court^ 
ThU<sbeck ipfnfed a degree of gloominefs tntttl 
every brcaft, and rendered their (haarion almo$| 
wretched. The hpat^ In which they bad embark^' 
ed, jfSi$ extreaiely fmall, and fcantily caverev 
. with a thin oiat, while the wind 3L^d current fe(j^ 
in againft thena^ and a heavy rain completdd 
drenched the bedding with water. The receipt 
of fq unfeafooable a mandate greatly rurprKc^ 
the little party, as they had, daring tbc day, oc-1 
cupied a public pi ice in ttie town, whf^re Zulphu- ! 
car Khan had informed feveral perfons, in the 
courfeof converfation^ of his intention to depart 
in the evening. But the reftridtion^ in all proba- 
bility, was iOTued by the governor, in refentment 
of the khan*s not viliting him ^ and it operated 
fo ftrongly on the minds of the inhabitants, that 
even the children, who a few hours before had 
treated the Grangers with fludied kindnefs and 
refped, now palled their quarters without the 
fmalleft token of attention. 

In every part of the habitable globe, thelofsof 
power, and even the frowns of fortune, too fre- 
quently caufe the defertion of thofe, who, in the 
Jaagaage of mankiad, are denominated friends ; 
but the angry, or avetledXooVLsol a xxvotv^xcK^art 
ever faithfully copied by Vv\^ co>ax\:\^x^. "WCv^^i^ 
Xervation is coaftaatly nw^^'vvx K^^>^V^\^sjsa 
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icbortier, Vfho has unhappily roufed the indigna- 
tion of his mafter, becomes immediately the ob- 
jcd of general contempt, and all men feem to 
. Ihnn him, as if by intuitive knowledge. ** A re- 
treat," fays our author, " is but rarely made by 
an Afiatic flatefman, who ufually clofes his poli- 
tical career in a dungeon, or on a fcaffold. 

After a delay of three days, Zulphucar Khan 
obtained permiffion to proceed to the city, through 
the friendly interpofition of the dewan, or princi- 
pal officer of the governor of Kaflimire, who had 
encamped in the vicinage of Ifiaamabad. This 
perfon, remarking the whitenefs of our author's 
Ikin, made fome enquiries intothe nature of his 
■views and occupations. Mr. Forfter told him, 
that he was a Turk, travelling towards his own 
country, by the route of Kaihmire, which he had 
taken, in order to avoid the territories of the Sic- 
^oes. This tale was favourably heard, and the 
iftarrator received a cordial aflurance of every re- 
^uifite afliAauce. 

The travellers being direded to form a part of 
the dcwan's domefiic fuite, they proceeded by 
Water, on the 3d of May, to the village Bhytee- 
pour, fituate on the northern bank of the Jalum. 
The weather was extremely pleafant, and the 
charmingappearanceof an cxtejifive plain, crown- 
ed ^ith an abundance "of corn, fpotted with po- 
imloQs villages, and enlivened by the mellifluous 
Iiarftiony of a ihoufand feathered fongflers, im- 
^retired the contemplative mind with equal de- 
pgbt^nd admiration. 

Id the neighbourhood of Bhytee^wxt vte.^^\sv^ 

TemaiDS of a Hindoo temple, wVAcVi vVoxx^^^^'^^ 

fy Jnjared by the ravages of l\n\e» ?itid vVie^ vcvox^ 

deHraajrte cjotLufialin of MuViom^vaxv \3^%^^^ 
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^i\\ r^taina evident marlu of t fttpenor taf(e a^i 

fculpture. 
^ Tke de wan* w i t [ i Z cil pti n car Kh a n , proceeded 
on the 5ih into [he interior of the count ry» and 
ditede^ our author to w^it for tbem at the towa 
of Paoiper^ iQQ miles fan lie r <lown tUe river, whi- 
ther aii order w:is fcnt refpcding his acconan)(>- 
dation. This .ptrCan, w[io wan of the Hiiid*^ 
fed,, ppffefled'a more excdlcot difpalitiLin rh&a 
if afuall^ foiiod amoug the natives of his* coutk- 
'try 3^ Ills domeftic? were governed with rcafom* 
^ble.'teinperancc and hnmnnily \ bis compitnianfi 
rejoiced i^ the participation oJ his alfabiiity and 
good huixiour; anO, in ilmrt, his dt^porti^ieut fann- 
ed uhifb(iii1)t plea [ing and bc:nevoltnt to all ciiHb 

, On the 7th, the dcwan arrived yat ;JpRigim» 
vvhence Mr. Forfter was conveyjed to tli^ citf.iA 

a boal*, which, though deemed fuperb in Kafc- 
mire, would not have been difgraced in the fta- 
lion of kitchen tender to a Bengal b^dgero^ Tbc 
country being interfered with numerous lireams^ 
that are navigable for fraall veflels, a connderA- 
ble advantage would certainly refult to it, from 
the water conveyance, if the fpirit of the^ people 
was not fo compjetely broken by the mirerable 
policy of the Afghan government. 

The city, which formerly bore the name of Si- 
rlngnaghur, but is now known by that of Ka(h- 
mire, extends about three miles, on each fide of 
the Jalum, over which areereded (everal woodea 

♦ The boats of Kaftitnire arc long and narrow, and are 
rowed with paddles. "Brom tWt ftwtv to the ccntrt, a tilt 
of mats is extended,' Cor lYvc ftic\x.w o^ ^^ttw^sc\ <« «fi^ 
chaodifs* \ 
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bridges, and occupies, in fome parts, a breadth 
of two miles. The houfes are flightly built, of 
brick and mortar, with a large proportion of tim- 
ber. On a (landing roof of wood is laid a co- 
vering of fipc earth, which defends the build- 
ing from the heavy fnows iii the winter (ea- 
foi>, and in fummer it communicates a refrefli- 
ing cooJnefs, when the terraces, are planted with 
s variety of flowers, and exhi()it, at a diAance, 
the view of an elegantly-diverfified parterre. 
The ftrcets are extremely narrow, and choked 
with the filth of the inhabitants. There are no 
public buildings worthy of remark, though th6 
Kaihmirians boad of a wooden niofque, called 
the Jumah Mu0id, faid tp have been ere6led by 
one of the emperors of HindoDan. 

The fubahdar, or governor, of Kafhmire, re- 
fide&iD thckfortrefs of Shere Ghur, fituate in the 
fouth-eaft quarter of the city, where moft of his 
<>£Bcer8 and foldiers are likiewife ftationed. 

The benefits which this city derives from a 
nitid, falubrious air, and a river flowing immedi- 
ately through its centre, are greatly alloyed by 
the uncleanlinefs of the people, arid its confined 
conftrudion. Some covered, floating baths, ran- 
ged along the fide of the river, give the chief 
teflimony of order or conveniency. Tiefe bathi 
are eflentially neceflary to the Indiai) Mufliilmen, 
who, from the nature of their climate, and the 
precepts of their religion, are compelled to make 
frequent ablutiont. 

The Dall, or Lake, of Kaflimive, ^>\^\^ ^0^^- 
bra ted for its beauties, and tlie p\eo^vxte.\\.Nf\.^^'^ 
to the natives of the country , ei^tew^i^ \t\ 2^x1 ^n-^ 
ircamference, of five or lis. m\U^, ^^^^^^^ . 
nth-pail quarter of th^ city , and y\t\^ ^^^^^x^ 
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Jalum, hy a narrow channel, near the fabarTvif 
Oq tbe eotraticC;, to the ea^wardj h a detached 
hilly Bberc fome plou^ Mahomei^in has detlicat*. 
ed tfcli^ple to the great kiii^g, Solomon, uhofe 
ixienaH^ U Wxgbiy venerated by the Ka{Ln3irkn3. 
ThJ«wiiiieoce> called Lhe Tucht Saliman, U>rmi 
boe liffe of a grand portal to the lake, and on 
the VithfT ftands a lower Lil), elegantly clothed 
With gardeiiii and orchards. The northern vie* 
of t tic lake U terminated, at the diftauce of 
twelve miitM, by a tUtached range of mountainst 
thaft llfjpe from the centre to each angles and 
from the bafti a fp^icioos and verdant plain tx* 
tendWwith a gentle decUvJty to the brink of 
the Jlter* \ L I 

^ III the centfci of tbikldlaift it k larMj 
called the Shaliin)if;raT<rt6 have bc^ 6ttS_ _ 
ed by one of the. DehK* empertJrs. It isahiui; 
dantly flocked with fruit trees and €oWerin|( 
fhrubs, and embellished with a charrtimg caoal» 
above which are ereded, on arches, at fuitablc 
diftances, four or five fuits of apartments, each 
containing an elegant faloon, with four rooms at 
the ahgles, where the followers of the court at- 
tend, and the fervants prepare fherbet, coffee, 
and other refrefliments. The frame of the 
doors, in the principal faloon, is formed of black 
ftone, variegated with yellow lines, and of t 
clofer grain and higher polifti than porphyry. 
' The canal of the Shalimar is conftruded of 
mafonry, as far as the lower pavilion, from 
whence the ftream is conveyed to the lake, 
' through a bed of eatlh, (haded on cither fide by 
fpreading trees. TVie otVvex ^^^^s o\ vV^X-^^-w^ 
occupied by gardet^s o^ ax\ \t\^^^\cix i\;cXc\vi^K\^^, 
Several imail iflands, ercvtr^vu^ Itov^ vV^ ^^^^^ 
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h?rc a pWQng eiFed amidft the beauties of the 
Ici-ne. One of them is called the Char Chinaur, 
tw the Oriental Plane, from having at each of the 
*oglts a plane tree: but one of thefe natural or- 
ioaments has gone to decay, and a pavilion, for* 
merly ereded in the centre, is now in ruins. 

To the eaft and weft of the town, the environs 
9JC laid oiTt in private gardens, which afford a 
plen fan t retreat to the inhabitants. That fpecics 
©f the plane tree, called the Platanus Orientalis, 
is faid to arrive at a greater degree of perfedicn, 
IB Kafhmire, than in any other country. It ge,- 
nerdlly grows to" the fize of an oak, and has a 
ftratght, taper trunk, with a filver- coloured bark; 
and its leaf, refcmbling an extjended hand, is of a 
pale green. The appearance of this tree, when 
in full foliage, is magnificent and beautiful, and 
its umbragb affords a refreihing {belter from the 
foltry beams of noon. But, among the vegetable 
prodndions of Kallimire, the rofe rauft be claffed 
to the firii rank, as its brilliance and delicate 
jperfumc has long been proverbial among the Ori- 
entals, and its effential oil is juftly held in the 
htgheft eftimation. The feafon, when this love- 
ly flower fi.rft unfolds its charms to the enamour- 
ed zq)hyr, is celebrated with great feflivity by 
flie Kaftimirians, who refort in crowds to the 
adjncent gardens, and, throwing afide that exte- 
rior gravity; which conftitutes the grand part of 
(he Mahometan charader, enter into fcenes of 
pleafuic and gaiety, rarely known among other 
Alld'tc nations. 

The form of the valley of YL^^ftvtcvvxtx's.t^v^^^- 
eVjJ. and its extent, in a wiudit^^ ^ue.GC\^^A;^^^^ 
:hc foath-eafl to the north-wti^, v% iSio>c^ ^^'^^^ 
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ihi!«. It vildens gradually to Iflaaoiabad, vtcr* 
its breadth h forty mlle»p which lA cciitiiiaed!,^ 
with little variation, to the town of Sampre, fi*^ 
Itinte twenty- five miles to the weftward of the 
city. From Sampre^ the momitflins, by a nata- 
ral inclination to the weti ward, come to a pointy ^ 
B[ld form [he boundary between KaHimire an4' 
ithe territory of MuzznflTtrabad* The other li- 
mits of Kariimirc are, the mountains of Thibet, 
6n the north and north-eaftj Kitbtewar, on th^ 
fbuth-eafl and fouth; and Frounce, vf^iih foisi^] 
other independent diftri^lsj on the ibuth-weft. , 

About eight mllrs to the weft ward of the citfij 
the Jalum unites with a fmall riv^er, called tli^; 
Chote, or Lirtle Seind, which is fsid to arifo 
from the Thibet mountfitn^, and is the oolf 
flrcam not proiioctd within the valley. 

The valley of K^fhmife being generally fffltj 
and weil fupplied with water, yields an abtiD- 
dahce of ricc^ which is the chief article nf food 
to^the natives. At the bafe.of the borderiDg 
mountains the land is clothed with wheat, bar- 
ley, and various other grains. An excellent fpe- 
cies of fafTron is alfo produced in this quarter^ 
and the mountains contain fome excellent veittsof 
iron. But the opulence and celebrity of Kaffimir? 
are founded chiefly on the manufacture of ihawlsi 
which it holds unrivalled, and almolt exclu- 
iively. The wool of thefe Ibawls is brought from 
the diftrids of Thibet, which lie at the diftanceof 
a month's journey to the northward. Its colour 
IS originally of a dark grey, and it is blacked, ia 
Kafhmire, by a preparalKotv o^ \\cti^cvv\\, Wheo 
ipan into yarn, it is fta\x\^^ 'wvvNx ^wOc^ cc^^x«.^'«^ 
are fuppofed moft Vike\y vo v^^^'e^ .^"^^ ^^'^^'^^^ 
^nd, after being wo^e, iVvt ^v^^^ v^ ^^^^ ^^'^^ 
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.The border, which ufually exhibits a divcrfity of 
figures and colours, is joined to the fliawls, after 
fabrication; but in fo delicate a manner, as not 
to be difcernible. The fhawU ufually confift of 
three fizes; two of which, viz. the long and the 
fmall Iquare one, are commonly ufed in^ India; 
♦he other, very long and narrow, with a confider- 
able mixture of black in the colours, is worn as 
a girdle by the northern Afiatics. 

A wine, refembling that of Madeira, is made 
ii> Kafhmire, which, if properly ripened by age, 

'would poifefs an excellent quality. A ipirituous 
liquor is alfo diflilled from the grape, in which, 
tngciher with the* wine, the natives, of every 
tVdfa, indulge freely. 

Writing paper, of a fuperior quality. Is. fabri- 
cated by the Kaflimirians, who formerly derived 
a very confiderable profit from their extenfive 

■ traffic in this article) as was likewife the cafe 
with rheir lacquer ware, cutlery, and fugarsj 
and the quality of ihefe manufadures clearly 
cvrnces, that there are few at'ainments of art 
thefe people wbuld not acquire, if they were 

'but governed by wife and liberal princes. But 

■ the heavy oppreffions of the government, and 
the unremitting rapacity of the bordering flates, 
h^ve reduced the commerce of Kafl)mire to a 
wrak and declining date, in proof of which po- 
Uiiifirt, the natives themfelvesalTert, that the pro- 
riiiccnow contains fewer fliawl looms, by twenty- 
fm>r thoufand, than were employed during their 
fnbjeftion to the Moghul dominion'. There are, 
towever. Hill to be feen, in Kafhmire, mercb^5\^^ 
and commcTciaJ Agents of mo^ oX vVe y^'vc^^v^'^^ 
r'tsfrs of nortlwrn India, T^T^ax^^ '^^ix^^?^* "^^^ 
TurUjr, who, at the fame V.\me, \tvcxtt^^^ ^^^'f; 
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fortnnes^ and enjny tLe pka Aires of a climate ani) 
'cooritry, where nature beliows ber richeH tavoun 
witbtJ^dy and unfpanr^g hand. 

The Kaflimiri alls Arc fiout, wcU'pfopartloQt^Jj 
audj CdnfideriDg the fituatlon of their country, 
which lies in the thiity-fourth degree of latitude, 
they may be called a fair people; and their wo- 
ItlfciiitI fall tile rn France or Spain, would be ac- 
Goanted brtiDcttes. Mr, Forlierj however, fuf- 
fered ;a fenlible difappointm^nt, in refpe^S: of 
'thdr ladies^ whofe charms had been exaggerat- 
^ed iti th6 defcriptjon he had received of theno* 
He fftWy -hideedj fome of their female dnncetE* 
ihoiS cotebfated for their beauty and the attrao 
ti<mi of their prorEtlion; hut their features were 
trottdi and their figure coarfe; and, though IheU 
eodiplexioti js tolerably good^ they are grestly 
tutpuBed, in pErfooal accompliilimentiit by Utf j 
women of the weftern provinces of India* ■ 

The drefs of the men confills of a great wool* 
len vcft, with wide fleeves; a facj:, wrapped ia 
feveral folds, round the middle; and a large tur- 
ban, awkwardly placed on the head. Beneath 
the ve&, a kind of ihirt and drawers are worot 
by the more opulent, but the lower clafs of peo- 
ple have no under garment. Their native garb^ 
the caft of^ their countenance, and the form ci 
their beards, are calculated to imprefs a ftraii* 
ger With the idea^ that he has arrived among a 
nation of Jews. This feems to have been the 
cafe with Mr. Bernier, who has attempted, by 
the aid of fome proofs, more fpecious than fub- 
y^antial^ to deduce their. origin from the Jewiih 
tribes that were earned \vvVo c^v^n\v^ . 

The female drefs \s e^v^^kW^ \xv^^^^wsX. -^ 
that of the meti, aud is cowfc^vx^vi>\^ ''^'^^^^ 
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^bfcure rather than heighten their natural 
charms. Their outward^ and, frequently, their 
only garment, con (ids of a cottort robe, form^ 
ed like a long, loofe Ihirt. Over their hair, 
which falls in a (ingle braid, they wear a clofe 
cap, of crimfoB cloth, enwreathed, at the lower 
edge, with a fmall turban, and fadened with a 
ihort knot. Such is the ufual apparel of the 
ordinary women, who are permitted to appear 
in public; but the ladies of rank are carefully 
concealed from the eye of obfervation, nor is it 
confident with the ufage of any Mahometan na- 
tion, even to fpeak of the female part of a refpedt- 
able family. 

In their difpofitions, the Kafhmirians are gay 
and lively, with Urong propenfities to pleafure. 
None are more eager in the accumulation of 
riches, or defire a greater variety of luxurious ex- 
pences. When one of the pooreft of the people 
finds himfelf poiTeffed of about ten {hillings, he 
Immediately aiTembles his friends, and folaces 
himfelf with the pleafures afforded by the lake, 
till be has expended 4he lad farthing. Nor can 
all the oppreflions of a defpotic government era- 
dicate thjsfpiritofdiffipation, though their man- 
ners have indeed fufFered a material change, 
£nce the difmemberment of their country from 
Hindodan. 

The language of Kaflimire feems evidently to 
bave fpruQg fr^m the Sanfcrit (lock, and is iimi- 
lar in found to that of the Mahrattas. It is, 
however, more har(h, which has probably indu- 
ced the inhabitants to compofe tbtW lot\%% vcv "^^^ 
Pterfic, or to adopt tbofe of iVie Pg\^vav\ ^o^v%. 
Yet, aotwjtbiiandwg the dlCagiteaXAe ^^^^ ^ 
itcir fpeech, theiG is fcarcely a uaXlvNe; o^ ^^^ 
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country, from the mod ancient to the youths^ 
who has not a tafte for niufic. 

The revenue, collefted from this province, in 
the reign of Arungzcbe, was eftimated at three 
and a half lacks of rupees j but at the prcfent 
time not lefs than twenty lacks are extorted bf 
the rapacious Afghan governor, who^ in cafe his 
tribute be not regularly remitted to court, is al- 
lowed to execute every aGt of violence with im- 
punity. This har(h feverity has greatly affedcd 
the department of the'Kadimirians, who were 
formerly volatile, profufe, and loquacious; bat 
are now difpirited, mean, flovenly, and averfe 
from communicating even orditiary in'telligenoe. 

Our author, during his retidence ia Kalhmire, 
frequently witnefled the cruel treatment which 
the lower clafs of people received from their maf- 
tirs, wliofe commands were ufually accompanied 
with a blow of the fide of their haichet, a wea- 
pon 11 fed by the Afghans as a battle-axe. Yet, 
while Ij'.iinanity recoils from this ungentle ufage, 
the various lefiimonies given of the depravity of 
the fntiVrers, are ahnot? fufficient to obliterate. 
every iilei of compatlion on their behalf. Thcf 
are' collect' vely defer ibed, by our author, as the 
nnotl vicior.s body of men that he ever knew; 
and ho Axims to Inment, that a conftant exhibi- 
tion of their tnorm.lties, held out to him for near 
three mcnths, with little relief, has capacitated 
him to draw fo unfiivourable a pi6turc of any 

The clinradcr of a Kaflimirian is mod confpl- 

cnoiiily dir'^'iayed, wW.u \\\n^^^\ V\v\n. Q6Scial 

p^'^vcr. He then becovc\eii» \\^^.^v\V c^xv 'vcwroft^vjfi*. 

agi^rai.<Ii7rrr»/-nt, v;\vViov^\ ^oTvv\\\^^^tv^ XvcwNs^NSi 

hi. a:;2bitioui deli^v^s. xVuo^^xv^ ^^^ t•^^^'«^^^ 
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%\<i adiorw are compofed of cruelty, treachery, 
snd the efFe6h of that deceit which rules predo- 
minant in the breaft of a coward. He is like- 
wife fickle in his connexions, and implacable in 
bis enmityj alike regardlefs of his own honour, 
and the peace or welfare of his countrymen. 
To defcend to the commonalty of the people, they 
ire fo whimfically curious, that, if a trivial quef- 
Lion is aiked them, its purport and intention are 
enquired into, with a firing of iimple interroga- 
tories, before they vouch fafe a proper anfwer; 
md even a fhopkeeper will feldom acknowledge 
(be poifedion of any article, till he has learnt the 
Intention of his cuftomer, refpeding the quantity 
that may be wanted. 

In eKamining the (ituation in which thefe peo- 
ple are placed, with its train of relative cffeds, a 
fpeculative moralift may difcover one of the prin* 
cipal fources from whence this lingular difpoli- 
tion and cad of manners has arifen. He will 
readily perceive, that the pofition of their coun- 
try, rhe nature of the climate, and their rich and 
abundant produdions, all tend to contaminate 
their inclinations with luxury and effeminate 
pleafure; and he will, at the fame time, be aware 
of the neceffity of a religious or moral fyftem, to 
eountera6t thefe caufes, and to imprefs the mind 
•rith fentimeots of virtue, juftice, and humanity. 
But neither the religious nor moral precept$ of the 
llluflulmen are calculated to work fuch happy 
sffe^s; as, inflead of inculcating the principles 
:»f reditude and philanthropy, they teach the 
[ptft^keii zealots to regard tlie faVic^ ^oxNac^yv <A 
the 4sreaiion with abhorrence, atvA xo i^ct^^cviXe* 
rUi tfie mo^ un reJentinsr crneAiy, vV\e XxvV'a^^y' 
us of every Mtion^ wj)ich reHeas vVis %^o^\?r' 



farditiei of their pretended /prophet. $eel|if 
thea the natives of Kirfliinrre pripBdtag at tht 
foanjtain-bead of pleafure, neither ehixIPBd 
unjnrecdpty nor guided i^^lHIHHBiL 
tae» lie will not be furpfjfed i^Bn^EfS^BS 
doning themfelvesjp.the gratlticadnn ot thcif 
Qwa. unruly and inordinate derke^. | 

The army pf Kafliiptre ci>[:t]tts of abmit tiirm, 
tboufand horfe'and foot^ chieBy Alghfuts. The 
nativ^ei of the provipee are indeed averts: to a mi< 
litary occupation $ and it is an eftabJlibtrd rule in 
t&e Afghan gOTernment* to refafc the admittanca 
of a Ktihn^rian into their army. Al ihe period 
of odr author's travels, the troops had retxivc^ 
liltle piy for two yiears, and many of tbe^jn, fo^ 
Wtnt of a better fubfifieqctT were compelled to 
Uvpon the kernel of the fingerah, or waterDDt^ 
Vtrhich abounds in the lakes of the conntry. 

On Mr. Forfter's arrival at the city, be Wa^ao* 
commodated with a lodgiDg, beneath the hoiph* 
table roof of Zulphucar Khan, with whom he ba4 
determined to remain ; but, being urgently preff- 
cd to remove to the houfc of a Sheich Mirza^ the 
brother of his Junobo ho(l, he was conapelledto 
quit the friendly Khan, of whom he fpeaks in tl^. 
following refpedful teims : " His father, haviog 
filled fome important flations in the upper part 
of India, at the time of the Afghan and Sicqua 
invafions, Zulphucar Khan had acquired a cob- 
verfant knowledge of the motives that a^uated 
the different parties ; and his remarks on thevsr 
rious events of thofe times, denoted a found ^if* 
cerning judgment, Uule heated by prejudice, or 
/ettered by the narro\N i^\^Citv^%v)«i^x.\x^\3a\V^ Cwsf 
rte mind of a MuffvAccvau. ^«^ ^x\&\^ O^Vlvk^ 
the formaUties o£ Viu leWivoxi, VvvV^t. v^^^saA 
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convidion of their psopriety, and thongh he daily 
witnefll'ed my omiffion of the cuftomary devotions 
of his faniily, he neither remarked nor cenfurcd 
it." 

At Sheich Mirza's, our author was received with 
all thofe fplenditi offers of friendlhip, and all that 
warmth of proteftation, which forms the common 
burden of Afiaiic language; but which, in rea- 
lity, gors for nothing. It feemsthat the brother 
at Jumbo had reprrfented Mr. Forfter as an opu- 
lent merchant, who would produce much profit 
to the houfe, and this objeA occafioned that pro- 
fufion of «ivility, which commenced with em- 
bracing his legs, and ended in washing his beard 
with rofe- water. Nor did the officious (heich 
telax in his wearifome attentions, till Mr. Forf- 
ter told him plainly, that his bufinefs required 
him to proceed, without delay, to Kabul. Tht 
arrival of a merchant from Conrtantinople com- 
pleted out author*s relief, for his hoft had then 
no Icifure to fpeak a civil fentence to any onej 
and as he found himfelf deceived in his pecuni- 
ary expeftations, he was perfedtly indifferent to- 
wards his guett, on whom he had lavilbed fuch 
abundant careflTes. 

Having fatisfied his curiofity'in the famous 
city of Kaftimire, our traveller refumed his jour- 
ney, on the llth of June, and arrived the next 
morning at S^mpre, a populous town 6n the eaf- 
tcrri fide of the Jalum. Here he continued for 
about three hour?, while the riding tackle, which 
was all of cordage, underwent fome repairs, and 
then proceeded to the village MaYV.OT^> '^V^^^'N^^ 
obtained a lodging in a mofque. 
Continnjng his route througVi Vhe Vatc^^*^ ^> 
Hoareee DaD^, /Jtuatc three milts vJ\Oa\t\ vV^^V; 



fnow. 

At Noufere, which was the next flage, 
of the road led over the brow of a fteep, ( 
mountain, while the river MuzzuflVjaba 
along the foot of the eminence, with grea 
dity, and broke, upon tlie nnnrierous iul 
rocks that impeded its progrefs, with a noi 
thunder. 

. At Paunch Granm the road was fiill mo 
ficujt, the extreme flcepucrs of the mo 
having obliged the nativ-s to form a- p 
planks, fupportcd on projefting beams, f 
accommodation of foot \)MTci\gvAs ; horl 
fent by another tr?6t. This path liad ht 
centlv repaired, by ordf^r of n Mahom'etar 
dicant, who had applied the favings of chf 
this excellent purpolc, and to the erc6li(. 
fmall building on the hiii, for the refreflin 
cxhaurted travellers. 

On th** l*7tK nnr anfl^nr -orrTi'/ui-l of to< 
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at this place, is frequently dafhed to pieces by 
the force of the current, and a rocky fhore ; and 
as this was the cafe at our authof's arrival, he 
was necelfuaied to pais over a bridge of ropes, 
about one hundred yards in length. A flrong 
rope, faftened to wooden pofts on either Ihore, 
has a certain number of carved pieces of wood, 
refembling oxen yol<es, attached to it, and the 
fides of the yokes, being embraced by fmaller 
ropes, atford a hold to the palTengers. From the 
limits of Kathmire to Muzzufferabad, the road 
inclines to the foutli- wert» and leads over a moun- 
tainous country, thinly interfered with abrupt 
Valleys. 

On the 20th, the kafilah entered Dunueis, a 
fmall vilbge,on the bank of a narrow, rapid river," 
that falls into the Kithen Ganga. Here the tra- 
vellers were delayed until the inhabitants had 
conftrufted a bridge of two entire beams, at the 
diliance of three feet afunder, with an interftice 
of planks fecured by cordage. The performance 
of'tbis fatiguing work w^s chiefly expedited by 
the chief of the diftrift in perfon, who, notwith- 
ftahding his advanced age, manifefled a great 
fhare of good temper, united with a furprifing 
ftare of perfeverance and aftivity. 

On the 29th, the travellers encamped on the 
fammit of a mountain, in the diftri6ts of Jiddoon, 
governed by a Patau chief. On a fleep and flip- 
pery part of this hill, Mr. Forfler's horfe flum- 
bled, and had he not luckily caught a branch of 
a treei that hung within reach, he mud u\^>i\V3l- 
bly have been thrown down alo^Vy ^ec\\N\V'^% ^^"^ 
the courfe of the night he expcr'\ervctd^otv%e ec>\x- 
Ifderable i/jconveniencies, as VV\a ^y^SL"^^"^' ^^^ 
iboroaghly drenched by the xavrv, aicvei icve.\>^< 



Nentilayihey pn)jL*eeded to a I'mnll town, 
Maiij^ht]If.e, ih« relidence of the chief r 
doon i ihcre ihey were obliged to hair for 
cort, and aJjuLiing the prorpe6t of certjiiii < 
till the 4ih of July, when they contitiued 
route to Niieamiil, or Eiiayet Scrau, a fo 
village^ with a caravanfera, (ituate on the 
cm boundary of Janoul. Finding that t 
filah would be detained fome days at this 
and thence proceed to the town of Bur, 
another long delay would, in all probabil 
occafioned, Mr. Forfter refolved to profeci 
journey, in company with the proprietor 
Heed, by a nearer route. They according! 
leave of the pierchants on the 7th, and aftc 
ing the Tyrhone diflrids, without oiolet 
arrived in the evening at t,he fortof Kote,^ 
together with the adjacent diftrid, is hel 
Nujjeeb Khan. 

Next morning: thfiy refumed their iouri 
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Qp a mctghbouring Seid, who had acquired a 
great influence in that quarter. The petition 
proved fuccefsful, and our author went to ex- 
prefs his gratitude^ in perfon, for Co opportune 
and bt^nevolent an alTiiiance. On bis arrival at 
theSeid's j-efidence, he found him reclined, at big 
eafe, in the mjidft of an umbrageous grove, and 
attended by a number of boys, fome of w horn- 
were railing artificial zephyrs around him, by 
means of their fans, while others were gently 
rubbing his body. His manners were ftrongly 
marked vj^ith that fuperiority, ufually aflumed by 
the fuppofed defcendants of Mahomet, on ac- 
count of their rank and lineage; yet he was not 
deficient in urbanity, nor did he refufe fome 
fmall prefents, that were offered with the mod- 
profound refped. The authority of this perfon- 
age was fo iiniverfally acknowledged in the for- 
l^ounding diftriQ, that the travellers were fafely 
efcorted by a (ingle domeftic, to Mourree^ a fmall 
yillage, dependent on the Harbarry territory, 
where they received the agreeable tidings, that a 
Pefliour kafilah had departed, on its way home, 
a few hours previous to their arrival. 

Early on the morning of the 9tb, they quitted 
Mourree, and, after travelling fome hours, over a 
gloomyand uncultivated trad, they joined thePef- 
hour company, with whom they proceeded to Hy- 
der Bunghed, a populous village, and from thence 
to Bazzar, (ituate about three quarters of a mile 
from the weftern (bore of the river Indus. The 
fiream of this river was rapid, with a ftrong undu- 
lating motion, and about a nu\e\i\ Vixe«i^\!S»^\v^'«^ 
not interrapted by jflands. Thti wavw 'w^^ ^x^-^^N^ 
^ifcoloured by a fine black fand, atvd v^^'s* V^ ^^" 
tremcJy cold, thai our author, m dt\txY:\ti%\^* "^^ 




r tM ^ 

1J2 tob»ter's travels 

perienced an infufferabic pain in his tccth<^ St 
the palVage wt^re etnbarked, feventy pcrffjna in 
one boat, with fome borJcsj and a largr qnanntf 
of mercliaudlie. This htavy liiding, witb fhe 
fwell of [he citrrent, and the titnidiiy of ihc pa^fl 
iengcrSj occa Honed mucli peril and df'lsy. ^1 

The roaiJj inclining to ihe fonth-wert fromMuz- 
xufTcrabad, led our traveller llirongli the raoun* 
tsins to the upper part of the Punjab^ ntar Nhea- 
niut ScraUj froni whence ro Kotf^, the country ti 
diverfificd with hill and dnle j bvit afterwarcJs it 
h plain, and lightly cxnbdliftied with woods. 
The inhjbitaotSj chiefly Afghani, refide in fmall 
forts, or walled villageSj and are Aj ejclremely 
diflruflfpl of each other, th^il an individual fel- 
dom ventiuea abroadp The predatory incurfion^ 
of the SirqaeSj ^11 the Attock and adj:icent dif* 
trifVs, ufually deihoy the produce of r his quarter; 
and a dry feafon, precedji^tg that ot Mr, Forfter'fl 
travels, bad given it the appearancfi of a defert. 
Coofinuing their joarney through Akorahj 
Tter Pyah, and Kalalah, they arrived, on the 
14th, at the large and opulent city of PelLour, 
governed, with iia dependent dillri^lsj by ao Af" 
ghan oliicer, whofe remittance of revenut^ to the 
Cfipiial, is about feven lacks of rnpees. From the 
Induij to pL^rtiour, the road has nearly a w^eli and 
by foLiih dIrt<!^ion. Hie city is faid to have been 
itinnded by the celebrated Acbar, who, feeing the 
Afghans averfe from the occupations of com- 
merce, and from refiding in towns, invited the 
i/3babitants of the Punjab, whether Hindoos or 
A/ri/jometans, to ftx. vWu a\io^^ \w his new fettle- 
mentf where their de^cei\^2it\vs \\^n^ is^>i\v\^\^^ 
greatly. From a we\\-cV\o^eti ^MvAti\:\oTvA>^^>^^\^«»i 
Per/ia and Afgbauvft^u m\.\i lt.^v^> ^^ \^.Mj 



IN INDIA, &t. ** . il$ 

commercial chain, Peftiour has become a mart of 
great importance, and the relidence of opulent 
merchants, particularly ihawl dealers, who are 
here enabled to make the moil advantageous 
purchafes, without experiencing the tedium and 
incurring the danger attendant on the route of 
Kaflimire. 

The heat at Pefliour is fo intenfe that, during 
the fumraer fcafon, the atmofphere becomes al- 
moft inflammable; yet the inhabitants are uni- 
verfilly bleifed with good health, and are feldom 
attacked with epidemical diforders. The mar- 
kets arc well fupplied with excellent provifions, 
but. travellers experience a great inconvenience' 
from the want of a caravanfera, as there is na 
fach place of accommodation in the city. Mr. 
Forfler deemed himfclf .fortunate in procuring* 
admittance into an old mofque, where he conti- 
uoed for feveral days, in a llate of unremitting 
pprfpiration, which gave rife to the following 
occurrence : Having converted part of his pro- 
perty at Kafluniie into a bill ,of five hundred ru- 
pees, that was fecured in a canvafs girdle, our au- 
thor happened to examine the condition of this 
paper, when he found the writing fo completely 
uUl it crated by perfpi ration, that no one could 
po^bly decypher its charadters, or even conjec- 
ture the nature of its fubjeft. This misfor- 
tune, with the apprehenfion of numerous dif- 
ficulties that mud inevitably attend his want 
of money in a flrange country, operated occa- 
^onaily in cading a gloom over his fpirits; but 
the third of farther knowledge, and th^ •l^'kV ^v- 
tendant upon bis iraporianl Tc(eaitc\i«&» ^Tva^^ 
dlffipaied every ungrateful ia\]^teCSioti, «^^ ^^' 



piAared^ in the rooft brilliant coIoiirt» A traiidl 
&ene of fnture pleafure. 

Sauntering one day in the iMsar, the GonmioiB 
refort of the indioleot and the noan of bafin^fs^ ha. 
net with a perfon <who had formeriy tra^^clVsd 
In hif company, and who now agreed to-€Onli« 
Boe the journey with him, as their road waaj# 
iame» and to (hare the fame benc^tits »nd accom- 
modations. Mr. ForflLr itnmedbltly regarded 
this, man zi» Sincere frletid, and felt a degree of 
iatitfafiion from ^he conDef^ioHj which ffi hi^ 
mind pcrfedly at reftj fo cordial is the pkafure 
refulting to man from fociety, and fo naiunillj 
dio we' rely on. each other, whether for pleafvin 
oraffiftancie/ On enquiry into the l^.-ite of h: 
aflbciate's porfe» he found that hf? pofTeifed bi 
one ropce« which moi^ afford a fiibri{lence,.dui 
ing a jonrney of twclf e or f;nirtecn daysj to hii 
felf/ a boy, and a horfe. ' Cdnfcious of the im- 
propriety of returning this confideftce by difclor- 
ing the amount of his own property, our author 
told Noor Mahomed, for fuch was the traveller's 
name> that his caih amounted to no more than 
three rupees, but that he was willing to place it 
in a joint fund, and they mud depend upon that, 
and Providence, till their arrival at Kabul. The 
countenance of the Muflulman immediately 
brightened, and he exhorted his friend to be of 
good cheer, as true believers were never forfakea 
in the hour of neceffity. 

On the 25th of July they departed, in compa- 
ny with a large kafilah, that was fent out with 
a portion of the KaQimirc tribute, and proceeding 
through Tackal and T\mToo^> ^wvw^^ ?^ w^rrow 
deHle among the n\oMula\tv%, ^W\^ vV^ M'^^^a 
Jftopped the caravan, and \tN\^^ ^ ^^^W ^i^^^jv 
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but ion on each of the palfengers. They alfo ro» 
ceive an annual preleot from ihe Peftiour govern- 
ineiit, for fuilViring travellers to pafs through, 
their dirtrid without moleftation. In the firft 
part of this d.iy's journey, our author's paper* 
were nearly deftroyed by the heavy rain, and to- 
wards evening he was entangled in a dangerous 
adventure, the termination of which muft be af- 
cribed entirely to his good fortune. Subfequent 
to the annoyance of the rain, the heat of the fua 
proved intolerable, and as neither water nor 
ihelter could be procured, and the progrefs of 
the kafilah was exceedingly flow, about thirty 
pcrfons, well armed and mounted, refolved to 
leave the efcort. They accorxiingly foon out- 
firipped the kafilah, but had fcarcely rode four 
miles, when a fmall troop of Afghans iifued from 
the hills, and demanded a fum of money as a toll 
for pafling through their territory. On the ap* 
proach of thefe enemies, the leader of the impa- 
tient travellers, ^ flout man^ with a large beard 
and fpreading muftachios, mounted on a fpirited 
borfe, was (truck with a violeiK terror, and in- 
ilantly communicated the fame fenfations to hi& 

• comrades, who, except our author, wese all pro** 
Tided with matchlocks^ or fide-arms, and might, 
by a common exertion of courage, have fairl/ 
gained the advantage. The mountaineers^ per- 
ceiving the confternation of the party, failed not 
to augment it, and proceeded, without delay, t<% 
the u(aal modes of plunder^ but were prevented 
from a total capture by their fears of the kad* 
lih*8 approach. Mr. Focfter had YvxtVvX^ ^«^^* 
fitcd his ca& in two- long narrow pvit^^^,^^^'^^^ 
Me wore ia tbe manner of garterft. TVv^ M^'J^'?^ 

iad'mg him uawiliinj to dlixnouut, Vu^ic^fc^^^^^ 



veller now remounted bis malej and wat 
with an exulting laugh, by one of the re 
that he and his party might proceed, as th< 
lab was in fight, but that he mulb not pr 
to join it, at the peril of his life, until it i 
have palled the place of a6tion. Mr. F 
and fome others, immediately fet off at full 
but the valiant commander, feeing the pr 
of immediate aQiliance, began to talk in s 
tone, and feemed determined to recover h 
nour and property, by an affault of the Afj 
who, notwithOanding the near arrival of 1 
cort, refolutely drew their daggers, adi 
their fhields, and dared him to the combat 
bfHcer again qualified his anger, but repn 
their condud in /pirited language, and threi 
them with a fevare chafiifement on fome 
OccafioD. The travellers now proceeded 
ably to the village of Dickah, where they 
the nieht. 
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.water that rolled impetuoufly from the hills, and 
the detached Oones that fell on every fide, with 
a noife like that pf thunder. 

Approaching a rivulet^ greatly enlarged by the 
rain, the chief of the efcort defpatched one of his 
favourite women f>r0'j that (he might fuffer no in- 
- convenience from the crowd, but Sie had no foon- 
er entered the dream^ than both herfelf and horfe 
were fwept away and drowned* This melancho- 
ly accident occalioned a fudden halt, and fenfibl/ 
afilided the leader, who threw himfelf on the 
ground in an agony of grief, and loudly lament- 
ed the hard fate of his beloved. At break of day 
the body was difcovered, and after depofiting it 
in the earth, with fucb ceremonies as their fitua- 
tion admitted, the travellers crofled the tiream, 
and proceeded to Jillalabad, a town, faid to have 
been formerly of great note, and Aill fupporting 
a itioderate traffic, though much decayed. It has 
a public market^ and .a coarfe fugar is produced 
- in the neighbouring diftrift. * 

Fading the village of £allabaugh and Gunda- 

mouck, they croffed a fmall, fordable river, over 

which are the remains of a bridge, conftruded of 

bricks, and obtained a (belter from the heat, on 

. the ift of Apguft, at Juggid Ali, where the wind 

is faid to blow with violence during the whole 

. year, and fujh was its force ait the time of our 

. author's vifit, that he bumouroufly obferves, " if 

> fucb is its ufual rate, Eolus, did he live in our 

• days, would certainly fix upon Juggid Ali for one 

■ of his country feats." Noor Mahomed, who be- 

' ^an to think that his comrade's money was all €,ie.- 

pended, now treated him w*u\i t\e%\t&.^t\^\^v£\<v- 

.ih9t zealous Mahometans were ncvci ^e^«.^^^^>^^ 
Vol. XXIV. \J ^^^ 



ibat forms one iioe or tbe valley ot ISarac 
' tackle of our author's mule broke, and 
"With the animal and baggage, rolled ra 
the bottom. In his unfortunate defcent 
cd loodly for afli fiance, but every perfon b< 
gaged in more intcrefting bufinefs, no no 
taken of bis outcries. At length he pc 
Noor Mahomed paffing clofely by him, ^ 
ter a long helitation and a fpiteful cur 
fen ted to check his progrefs, and a(Iifie<i 
leding the garments and fcattered article 
European. They now proceeded togethei 
ing warmly on the ill fortune of the one 
illiberal condud of the other; but findi 
had mifiaken the path, the late grtevai 
foon abforbed in the efifeds of a mutual fi 
their exertions were immediately unitec 
covering the riglit path, which after mm 
culty they regaine^d. 

Traverfing a chain of rocky hills, cxI 
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offer of half his apartmeDt, and eireiy requiiite 
affidaDce. 

A few days fabfeqaent to bis arrival^ the £a- 
ropean was feized with a fever aocoropauied by 
an ague, probably in confequence of his expofure 
to the oight air, and having flept on nitrous 
ground. During the continuance of the fever 
he was opprefled by a delirious (lupefa^ioii, and 
torment»l with an infatiable thirft, which, by 
frequently relieving with draughts of cold water, 
drenched him in profufe perfpiration. When 
the ague firft commenced, his bed clothes, with 
tfaofe of his hod, and all the horfe coverings that* 
could be procured, were heaped on him to little 
purpofe, as he lay in the greated torment, till 
the paroxyfm had wreaked its vengeance. His 
body was . completely covered with bright fpots, 
between a purple and crimfon colour, which an 
Armeoian hadily pronounced a fymptom of the 
plague. Tbisman'sopiniondiffufedageneral terror 
through the caravanfera, and though it produced 
no alteration in thecondudof BagdaHryhis neigh- 
bours were drongly difpofed to bani(b the invalid 
from their quarters; but finding that hejiftd paif- 
ed the period wherein the plague alwaysflrodnces 
its crifis, and that he preferved a tolerable flow 
offpirits, their apprehenfions were partly difperfed, 
and they no longer infilled upon his ejection. 

A do^or of phyfic was now called in by Bag- 
dafir, who, after pronouncing his patient in a de- 
plorable fiate, and obferving that little fhort of a 
miracle could cure him, undertook thereOoratioa 
of his health, on the foundation of fome vc\v!,v\\qaw^ 
known on)y,jfp himfclf^ and whicVi Vi^d e.>ae.x \vv- 
tbetio proved triumphant over tbe rc\o^ o\i^v^?iV». 
cafes. But as Mr. Forfter enterlaiued a n^x>| ^^^^ 
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2^0 footer's trave'w 

der frpinion of this msn'a ability, he ^ 
various prf textsj to ff^nd Bagdafu out of 
and cHlpofe of the medlcinefi in Aicli^ 
ihoijM iVcure him from farther inj ury^ 

Having langulftied twenty days uud 
force of ibe diforderj he gradually rec 
health, but his frame inas ft? ilialtere 
ntrv« fo much relaxed, that it was a 
ble lime before he could walk, or be* 
DOifc, without expetienciug a ftrong 
Vcrfal tremor. 

Findings on his arrival ai Kab\ilj 1 
tians, Jewg, and Hiudoos, openly proJ 
crfcd^ wiihout moleftatioi^, and awai 
Mahometan character wotild deprive h 
da fir's a(fiflance, he readily informed j 
was a European, returning to his ov 
froin Iodia> and found* with great f 
that he might pe.rform, wiih facility, t 
Ivad originally propofed. Some Arnr 
vellers, who had gone from Aftracan 
Nation, on one of the rivers at the 1 
Gafpiai^:;«nd from thence to Kabul^ 
Bocbar^and Balk, earneftly pcrfnad 
purfue tftir route, as the fhorteft, ar 
fecuVe; but this fcheme, upon mature 
was effentially defedive, as the Perfiai 
on which our author refled for his chi 
would thus have rendered him but li 
tage, befides that, the winter of Bocha 
and intenfely cold, and no Rnflian ^ 
arrive in the Ure Gunje river till tb 
May ; thefe reafons, with the diflike ( 
country now barren of events, or of a> 
ble ohjf^S. of curioftly, \ndv\ctd our ai 
ter P^rfi^, in a part v/^iete, V\%VTi^>«> 



IN fVDUV kc. 221 

langasge might aid his refearches, and combat 
with fome degree at lea (I of fuccefs the ditficul- 
ties attendant upon his (ituation. 

Having prefented his readers with thefe per- 
fonai concerns he haftens to the defcription of 
Kabul, the r^dence of Ticnur Shah, and the ca- 
pital of his dominions. This city, fiirrounded by 
walls, and occupying a fpace of about a mile and 
a half in circumference^ is situated on the eaOern 
fide of two united hills, defcribing the figure of a 
femicircle. The conftrudion of the fortiBcation 
18 extremely (imple, with fcarcely any ditch, and 
the houfes exhibit a mean appearance, being built 
of rough (tones, clay, and unburned bricks. Thefe 
objeds were confequently ill fuited to our author's 
idea of a magnificent capital ; but he jnfily ob- 
fenres, " the Afghans are a rude, unlettered peo- 
ple, and their chiefs have but little propenlity to 
the refinements of life.*' 

Balau Sir, or the Shah's palace, where the houfe* 
hold fervants, guards, and (laves are lodged, is 
ereded on an acclivity in the eafiern quarter of 
the tawn, and ferves to imprefs the fpedator with 
a very (lender idea of the dignity of its proprie- 
tor. Four fpacious bazars, or market-places, liand 
in a line near the centre of the city ; they were 
ereded by command of Ali Mhurdan Khan, and 
confift feparately of two rangesiof apartments on 
each fide; thofe on the ground floor are occupi- 
ed by merchants, and thofe above are appropri« 
ated to private ufe. The intermediate fpace be- 
tween thefe ranges is covered with a vaulted roof, 
and each bazar is feparated by aiv o^wi ^c^^'^^'t.^ 
former]/ embelliihed with f ounlsJvtv* \ XjmV- >^x^^^ 
falatary oraamea ts are now e'llbei cVvoVe^ n^\^ ^'"^"^ 
J^upbilb^ qr poJJatcd bv the \o^eft.o\^t.x c^l ^' 



more than to any other part of Afia; 

As but few Indian produ6tions are poflc 
the natives of this quarter of Afghanifta 
receive from Peftiour, fugar and cotton c 
exchange- for iron, tobacco, and leathc 
Khandahar are exported leather, iron, an 
oil, in return for fundry Perfian and JSi 
manufadures, with a large ftipply of ei 
melons; and the Tartars of Bochara enri 
markets of Kabul with excellent horfes^ ft 
hides. 

The bordering parts of Ufbeck Tarta 
properly be faid to hold a dependency on 
Shah, and maintain a conftant intcrcoui 
Kabul . The Ufbecks, frequently feen by 
thor in the great bazar, have the fame 
features as the Malays and Chinefe, bi: 
harfh. Among the foreign nations who 
bute to the wealth of this city, by their o< 
al refidence and mercantile tranfaflions, tl 
doos of Pelhour nre worthy of the greatett 
lion. Their application and knowledge 
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Towards the bafe pf the eaftern hill, already 
mentioned in the (ituation of the city, Hands a 
fortified palace, originally de(igned for the habi- 
tation of the governor, but Timur Shah has con- 
verted it into a (late prifon, where his brothers, 
and fome other branches of his family are confined. 
Above this edifice is fcen a fmall tower, on a peak, 
from whence the ground rifes confiderably, and is 
united by an ifthmus to the other hill. A done 
wall extends from the peak, over the fummit of 
the two hills, and is terminated, near the bottom 
of the ix-efternmoft, by an ordinary outwork. 

The tra6t of country, pofleffed by the Afghans, 
extends from the mountains of Tartary, to certain 
parts of the Gulf of Cambay ; and from the In- 
dies to the boundaries of Perfia. The inhabitants 
of this fpacious domain have a peculiar idiom, 
but no written chara6ter ; their perfons are robuft 
and hardy, and their manners ftrongly marked 
with that barbarous infolence, ufually attached to 
a people who fubfill on predatory excurfions. 
Some hiftorians have denominated the natives of 
Afghaniftan Tartars; but Mr. Forfter affirms, 
that they bear no refemblance to them, either in 
their language, ufage, or manners. 

The Afghans are at prefent accounted the moft 
carelefs of the Mahometans, with refpeft to the 
obfervance of their religious ceremonies. Their 
pfual drefs confifts of a Ihirt, a pair of long, nar- 
row trowfers, a clofe woollen veft, and a high co- 
nical cap, of cloth or cotton. Their cuflomary 
diet is wheat, barley, cheefe, butter, and milk ; 
fo which they add, in the w\n\ct,OT'w\v^ViWvi€Jv- 
Jjijg, a fpedesiof food caUcdcroaX.* . 'Wi^vt ^^^^^ 

* The Croat U curdled ii%, ■foim-tdXTv'co •\•v'^^^^>^\' 
^d hardened by the fire, or ihc hea^t oi vYv^ ^^^^• ^^c^^> 
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were politically cifabliihed by the'forriiet princes 
of Hindoftan, in order to civilize iKelr weliera 
provinces. 1- . 

Timur Shah, the reigningprincc,is defcribed as 
rather corpulent, and above the middle ftatiire, 
bis confiplexion dark, and his age forty-fix years. 
On days of ceremony, he wears a high velvet cap, 
in token of imperial dignity. His domiiiions, ex- 
clufive of thofe in India and Afghanil^ani com- 
prifc a great portion of Khorafan, extending on 
the north to the vicinage of Turfhifh and Nifha- 
bor ; and on the north to the leffer Irak j yet, 
from the debility of his government, the diflike 
of the Afghans to civil occupations, and rhe in- 
frgnificance of their population, his revenue is 
by no means proportionate to bis extent of ter- 
ritory. 

The chief military flrength of Afghanif^an 
confifts in fhe cavalry, as excellent horfcs are 
procured with facility, and on reafonable terms, 
from Tartary and Perfia 3 there is indeed a corps 
of match-lock men, but it is lightly efteemed by 
the people, and is, in fadt, little fuperior to the 
undifciplined combatants of India. The artillery' 
nnay alio be juftly eftimated by the fame compa- 
rifon. 

The remains of an Armenian colony, removed 
by Abmed Shah from the northern parts of Per- 
fia, are now at Kabul. They confine their mar- 
riages to their own tribe, and enjoy the unmolcft- 
sd profeflion of the Chriftian religion. They at- 
tended the late Shah, to whom they were warmly' 
attached, in bis different expeditions, and about 
jne hundred, who furvived, were for fome tkwe.' 
employed in a fimilar capacU^ \>'5 TXttvw^ n ^a^^*^ 
^nce he has negleded the ma\tiUT\awci^ ^^ '^'^'^' 



and relir^quiHied military purfuits, tbtt Aafl 
fi« have experienced ma;iy of tbecaUmiJ 
Ucndanc upon penury. They now dwelt^ - 
their families, in iht divlGon of Baku ^r, 
ire permitted to ex^ercifcj within a prefcribed 
t, fuch occupations ^fi are mofl congenial to 
r incilDalions* Yet, notwithtiahding their 
emitting and proverbial indu^rjj they obtnia 
r a wretched fubfiflence* 
The Afghan government, when conddered 3i 
^ in ding on the baHa of abfointc power, and re-* 
arded in b comparative view with that of other 
kliatic ftatesj mnti not be afperfed with the cpi- 
.het» of unjnft or crneh I(b edicts are rarely dn* 
gu'mary, nnr is it mimical to flrangera of any fcS 
or deaomination ; but, on the contrary, bofh fo- 
reign and native mercbfints enjoy an equal fliare 
of protc3:ion in the capital, and are permitted to 
affert or vindicate their rights, with a degree of 
fpiiit feldom found among the inhabitants of a 
M:\hametan country Capital punithments DC* 
cur but feldom^aod, though tb^ prince has foun^ 
it expedieni to fe;yfw his klniint^n, or* account/ 
iheir dirtfiyalfv, yet, hr has never embnied i 
hands in their, blood. The predominant vice 
this ruler, is avarice, which prelTes hard on 
military^ houfehold fervants, artificers, and f 
merchants as unwarily tranfadt buiinefs at cr 
upon terms of credit. The chief ftrengtb o' 
inur is evidently derived from the debility 
difcord of hts neighbours. Indeed, our a 
ventures to affirm, that, ;f the Sicque chief; 
not more fearful of an increaling, domeliic 
ence, than anxious to vanquifh a condit' 
foe, (Aey- would fpccdUy auuihilate the; 
erovcraaxjsnt in India, aa4 vViaV\i vX^^^^^i^ 



ihonid be united under a brave and able leader, 
the divilion of Khorafan would revert to its an- 
cient poifeflbrs, and the Afghan would again be 
fnbmitted to a foreign yoke. 

Having noade the requifite preparations, and 
hired one fide of a camel, from which a pannier 
was fufpended for his accommodation, Mr. Forfter 
refumed his journey, and proceeded to the remains 
of a fort, called Killah Kazzee, twelve miles dif- 
tant from Kabul, whence they departed on the 
22d of September, and next rooming halted on a 
barren plain, having travelled over a road that 
lay between hills of a moderate height, and a 
country occafionally embelliihed with cuhiva- 
tion. 

The mode of travelling now adopted being 
equally lingular and curious, we prefent our read* 
era with the following outlines of defcription. A 
camel, appropriated to the conveyance of paflen- 
gers, bears a pannier, or wooden fmint, about 
three feet long, two broad, and two in depth, 
with the fides and bottom of netted cords. The 
provifions and other necefiTaries of the paflengers 
are depofited in (his pannier, and, as the night is 
the only period of progrefs, it becomes likewife 
the place of nodurnal accooimodation. In the 
day time each traveller tnuft dxert himfelf in pro* 
curing water, and fuel for his fire, at the fame 
time watching carefully to elude the defigns of 
the unprincipled, upon his property. Such a me« 
thod of travelling muft of neceffity prove irkfoole 
to any one, who has ev^n been accuftomed to it, 
but to a European it muft be g^rievou^ %t\d \XiV^« 
ierabh. It fecmg chat the bot. <icco.^\tA\i^ «^^ 
tatbor, washQt tiiro feef.fcvenmcVseja V^^^^^^"*^* 
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Thia figbt wag but ill calculated to com 

- fpirits, as he wa& led to exped much an: 
from the cries of the babe> and the peti 
the nurfe. He was, however, obliged to 
nccedity, and to fubmit, patiently, to tl 

. ment of hi» fears. The camel was like 
tremely unruly, and frequently ttumbl 
deed, his ill qualities were foon exhibit 
before the party had taken their refpedi 
tlie animal, accuftomed to receive its bui 

; kneding pofture, arofe fuddenly, ahd tl 
European, the child, and the old lady, i 

. lion, to the ground. The enfuing moroii 
ever, brought the kafilah to its haltic 

. where .Mr, Fbrfter. rejoiced in his.de] 
from a cramp, that had completely b( 
bi^ body, and from a horrid complicatic 

; 0iu(idal founds. 

■ From Azeeabad, where the country is 
ly clothed with cultivation, and interfpei 
moderate hills, the kafilah proceeded to 

-nity of afmall fort, on a fteril plain, bor 
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nary labour. Previous to this joLirney» he had 
. generally fared better than his aiTociates; and 
. the abundance of his provifions^ however rough, 
. procured him many adherents and pretended 
friends: but now he was treated with the molt 
. unfeeling contempt, in confequeoce of his nc- 
, knowledging theChriftian faith> and experienced 
. fnch a feries of embarralTments, as caufed him 
; fcriQufly to lament the relignation of his Maho- 
metan difguife, in fuch a country, and under 
. fuch circumHances. 

On .the 26th, he arrived at Ghizni, a city fatd 

. to have flourilhed for the fpace of four hundred 

' yearsy as the capital of a powerful and ex ten five 

, empire, and once decorated with many a ftately 

, and fumptuous edifice; but thefe magnificent 

, monuments have long been levelled with the 

earth, and fcarce a velUge remains, exclulive of 

feme misfliapen ruins, to note the priftine gran- 

■ deur of the city. The fituation is on a moderate 

; eminence, whofe bale is laved by a fmall river, 

. and embelli(hed with fruiteries. The exigence 

. of the town is now maintained by fome Hindcvo 

families, who carry on a fmall trade, and fupply 

.the Mahometan refidents with the neceifaries of 

.life. 

Jn the vicinage of Ghizni is the fepulchre of 
the celebrated Mahmoud, whither pilgrims re- 
\ fort, from diltant quarters, to perform their de- 
. votions. In noticing Ghizni and Mahmoud^ it 
. would be unpardonable to omit the mention of 
. -Fardouli, the Perlian poet, who, in his Sba \a- 
mah, has given a fplendid monument of €\;i\c ^o- 
etry to the world, in the pure \atv%V3k^%'i oV \\\% 
native couDtry. His propiUo\3LS ^oxVvcc^c 't^'^,^ 
him a patron, in the pcrl'oQ ol ^\a.Ya^o>a^. '^^ 
Vol. XXIV. X "^'^^'^ 
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whore praife he fang;, willi alJ the fervour oi 
thu&afm^ and when, for fomc breach of 
princess proniifcj he retired from court, his a 
trymcD r«^ceived him with hofphality, and cm 
ed the efForts of hLit mufe with apptaufe. 

At Ghizui, the climate ijs fo cold, as to! 
become proverbial^ and It ia Catd, that the t 
has been repeatedly buried in fnow. from 
but, the rofid has a fouth-wed direflioD^ anii 
tliilance is computed at elgbty-iwo miles.. 

Continuing the journey, for about tW 
miles, arrived at Heer Ghut, where the cov 
> is diverfided with fome low hills; but, excl 
of a few cultivated fpots, the foil produces 
' eife thao an aromatic, prickly weed, on '^ 
the camoU browfe with avidity, and w 
forrted into bnlls, with pafle of uufifted bt 
^onflitutc^ their comttion food. 

On the 2ythj the air wan To extremely 
that, notwith landing the feafon of the year 
the pofitioti of the country, in a latitude bel 
thirty-four and thirty-fivcj the water, tba 
fufpend^ from the camels, in copper vefl^fc 
came folidly frozen in the courfe of the nig 
Cro^gQ defert, where little matter of at 
xnent or entertainment could podibly occur. 
arrived, on the 2d of Novenaber, at a foi 
'the country ftill defert, whence they proct 
through Tcer Andafze,^and the village of ] 
to thf! city of * Kandahar. This place, wi 
ordiiilary fortification, occupies a circumfiE 
of three miles, is c^f a fquare form, well itil 

This city, lying in the grcit road that conned: 
•^hh Tartaisy aad'FcK^i-hu \oa^ bceii'a loat^ of>2 
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cd» and' tolerably flourifhing. Among the fami* 
lies eilabli filed at Kandahar are feveral Hindoos, 
wbofe mercantile knowledge and induiiry have 
proved efieotial to the augmentation of the ge* 
neral profperity. This mart is alfo frequented 
by the Turcoman merchants of Samarkand and 
ioeharz, who fend hence a confiderable quanti- 
ty of indigo to their own country. Frovifions 
are cheaper and more plentiful^ at Kandahar, 
tfa^n at any other place on the wellern fide of the 
Jndos. Among the fruits, grapes and melons are 
the mod excellent. The range of fiiops, occu- 
pied by the Hindoo traders, is very exteniive,^ 
mid their countenances and deportment are fuf- 
^tetitly demondrative of their enjoying an am- 
ple (hare of proredion. The revenue, with a 
trad of dependant territory, is computed at eigh- 
teen lacks of rupees; and it maybe reafonably 
fuppofed, from the appearance of the inhabit-, 
ants, that the colledion is made with facility, 
Kandahar is furrounded by a fpacious plain, 
richiy cultivated, and adorned with gardens, 
fruiteries, and ftreams, whofc excellence has be- 
come proverbial. The climate is alfo happily 
tempered, between th& cold of Ghizni and the 
iBtenfe beat of India. 

On prefenting an iiitrodudory letter to a Turk- 
lib refident,^ named Aga Ahmed, Mr. Forfterjwas 
courteoiifly received, notwith()anding his appear- 
ing in the cbarader of a ChriClian; and when ho 
vefolved to proceed to Herat, with a ka£lah that 
was preparini^ for departure, before the arrival 
€){ winter, this benevolent man enjoined the di- 
9e€tor of the caravan to take efpecial care o€ 
and to ihow him fucU ^aL\\\cvJ\^\ Ww^- 
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tiftfe and attention, as might be certified \ 

written affurance- 

Qaittirrg Kandahar, on the Sth of ICoveri 
th*^ traveller proceeded iivclv^ milf?*?, to a I 
Village, called Koby, plcafantly lit lifted, in 
mtdft of a fertile plain. About three mil< 
the northward of Kandahar, are the ruins i 
old fortrefs, on the fnmmit of a fteep, rockjri 
Bcnce. The road leads over a gentle af) 
bordered, on either fide, with detached bllll 
wide intfrvah of level fand. 

Next day, arrived at the village AulkucI 
on a thin ly-eiilfiv*a ted plain, diltant twelve i: 
from the laft ftation. It feetns, the progrd 
the kafilah was much delayed, by the bafli 
chief, remaining to adjuft (brae bufinels M 

Our author's ill fortune, with refpeft to a: 
' veiling companion, had now given, in pla< 
an angry nurfe and a reiHefs infant, a claraoi 
theological difputantj who. to the great mil 
tune of Iiimrerlf ^Tnd hii n*^ighbonr'j, had ftu 
over thofe books of quaint fyllogifmsand cai 
devices, highly eHimated by the falffi tatlc ol 
modern Mahometans, Even Hafez's poem 
confpicuoufly replete with wit and incitem 
to terreftrial pleafures, are forced, by this de 
ed people, into the fervice of their prophet 
his ridiculous religion. The fanaticartrav* 
' was unknown to the other members of the c 
van, but he loft no time in endeavouring to i 
his fuperior knowledge to the beft advanti 
and, deeming Mr. Forftcr a proper fubjed 
dire6ted tht full force of his arguments ags 
'^. \, and aduaUy a\arrT\eA ?l u?^veUln^ Arab 
^j Co greatly, by a de^uv^c\aUQtv ol ^^^^ 
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vfnih, againft the man who ate the bread of an 
infidel, that the poor creature, who had cheerful- 
ly entered into our author's fervice, for the fake 
of an eafy livelihood, ilarted at the danger, and 
vent to Jive as Providence might dired. 

Proceeding, on the evening of the lOth, and 
pafling through Howrah Muddit J^han, and 
Khackchamparab, the kafilah arrived, on the 
14th, at a large, walled village, called Greilhk, 
rendered extremely pleafant, by the proximity of 
a fmall (Iream of excellent uater. At this placei 
a toll is colle^ed from paiTengers, who are tax- 
ed ID their own perfons and for their merchan- 
dize; and a dock cif provifions is ufually prepared^ 
i>reyiob8 to a procedure over the defert trad that 
extends from hence to the weflward. 

The urgent demands of banger now induced 
another perfon to enter into our traveller's fer- 
yice; be w^s qp a pilgrimage from Moultan to 
Mofchid, the reputed capital of Khorafan, though 
|»e had fca'rcely fufficient clothes to cover him, 
iao Ihoes to his feet, and not a (ingle piece of 
i:oin' in his purfe. As, however, he was unable> 
faotwithilandin^ the refrefliment of warm appa- 
rel and wh'oTefome food, to keep up with the ka- 
filah, he was compelled to relinquidi his ofRcp 
to a KaihmiHan, whofe countenance was as de<* 
mure as that of j^mbrofe Lamela, mentioned by 
Gil Bl^s, and, to the extent of hip ability, as com- 
plete a knave. Not content with the handfome 
remuneration promifed for his fervices, he de- 
fcanted, for a con(iderable time, upon the (in he 
was about to commit, in eating the f fait of an 

• A partkuhr facrcd propcrlv \% aff^x^ ^o ^^"^"^^^ ^^ 
A/jMtics, who fpcak of it as tutovc^tw^ ^^ ^^ A^^ 
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in^dfl ; but, it fecma, that his compunflton ' 
this offence was riot f«ffioicnt to Janvp his app 
lite, when featedat the board of ihzi^fid^l, whoa 
he a(fc^d ro defpife> 

At Shah Nadir, in the Deferti is a refer voir, ( 
tweniy fc^t fquare, furroupded by pUlars, an 
iheUered \v[th a terrace^ which, extending 
yond Uie brink of the water^ yields an excclleo 
• accommcdation to travellers. 

Failing through Shorab, lAinoherahj Dilaraa 
and Eockvvan, they axnved^ on Hie 22d, 
Drauze, a fiation in the Defer L This day* til 
heat of the fan was e:ttren4^ft^ntenfc, and tH 
groiAtidj being a naked fjnd,^Bttered the titu^ 
tion of the travellers almoft ioraj|ptoT" Table. Oi^ 
author panted for refpirtition, hfco^ath a (ligM 
covering, but a Turkoman Seid, who had nd 
fnch accommodation, was ftrack to the earth 1 
the (wn, pud laj^ ftrtiggling in the mod violcn 
agony* The ignorant Mahomelan*;, who wit* 
neiTed the accident, iriftantly pronounced faim a 
demoniac, and began to enter into converfatioD, i 
with the fnppofed fiend, who bad polfefled him. 
The zealous logician, in particular, exerted hini- 
felf in a manner fui table to his former converfa'* 
tion, and commanded the demon, in a perempto* 
ry tone, to quit the body of a true believer, and a 
branch of the facred ftbck. This command, how- 
ever, proved inefFe^ual, and our author begged 
leave to interfere. He then raifed the afflided 
perfon gently from the earth, fprinkled his face 
with water, and obliged him to fwallow a qaan- 

Among the Muffulmen, \t\ '<[)^n\cuW , ^ ^tx'^-^xvx.X^ Cv.dto 

cat the fait of his maftev; anA, U \\e ^^t^^nc^ v«v^tx\fc\>^,V^ 

« aigtnaty.cd with lU e?V\.YvtX. oi -t^vmrn^Oik Vwwvsw^-w^ 

« ^oiiutcr of $alt ^ 
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illy of that refrclhing liquid. The Seid imme- 
rdiately revived, but his intelledual powers had 
received fo fevere a (hock, that he continued for 
fcnne time in a fort of (iupefadion, during which, 
his wild and incoherent language confirmed the 
fpe6tators in their opinion, and induced the logi- 
cian once more to harangue the evil fpirit in 
terms of reprehenfion and feverity, upbraiding 
• his violation of a Mahometan's body, and chal- 
lenging him to repeat the creed of the prophet, 
that the cloven foot might confpicuouily appear. 
The Seid's recoUeftion was not yet adequate to 
this talk, nor was it till he had fmoked his pipe, 
that he repeated his belief didin^tly, and (hook 
off all diabolical connexion, amidfl the applaufe 
of the deluded enthuliafts. 

On the 23d, the travellers reached Ghurmow, 
io the Defert, where they left the zealous difpu- 
tant, and proceeded to a populous village, called 
Ghtraunee, fituate near a fmall running flream. 
Here they halted for the payment of a toll, and 
to purchafe provifions for a three days jour- 
ney, over a barren traft, that extends from hence 
-to the iiniits of Khorafan. 

Refuraing their journey, they paflTed through 
Koos and Gimmuch, to the village Beckal, (land* 
ing within the confines of Khorafan, and inha- 
bited exclufively by Perfians. Our author here 
remarks, that the natives of Perfia, and particu- 
larly the military, are frequently denominated 
Hnzzel Bach, or Red I^ead, from the top of their 
caps being covered with red doth. 

Paffing a defert fiat ion c;\\\fA ^V\\e.\>avi^05\^^^^ 
tb5 fmall village of Zearul GhaVv, ^\\^^e. ^^^^^, 
retnains offome repulchra\ roonx\rR€.tv\s,^N^^J**^^ 
hh arrived, on. the 2d of i^ovcrcibeXv^>^ ^^ 



of Herat. The road from Kandahar toGimnt 
inclioeB tn the wd^, or well by north 1 and ) 
thence to Herat, it fuddeitly chaugcfi into a' 
thern trafti over a champaign couotry, occa 
ally dotted wkh rmall, rocky acc1i;uitic;s ^ iht 
ii light and fandy^ and its chief produ^ioo 
aromatic reed already mentioned, 

Herat is (ituated on an exteofive plain, it 
felted with numeron^ rivulets, occasionally 
bel)i(hed >viih bridgffi, and farrounded by a 
variety of plantations* exhibiting a chart 
fcenc to the traveller, who has been lon| 
tigued aod difgufted with the lleril monotot 
AfghaniClan. 

On his arrival at the caravaafera, the 
place wbcro iravellera can procure a lodgings 
Former addrefTed himfelf to an Armenian 
forming him ihat he was a European » retni 
from India to hift native country j and that hi 
alTumed the name of an Armenian, for gr 
perfonal fecurity j he likewife obferved, thj 
account of the numerous difficulties affedi 
Cbriftian, among the bigotted natives of Kl 
fan, he flood much in need of fome friendl 
ficcs, though not of pecuniary afliftance. A 
conclufion of this little oration, delivered 
all the energy of perfuafive fpcech, the Arr 
an, finding himfelf addrefTed on the fcorc c 
manity rather than profit^ quitted the apart 
abruptly, without even the accuftomed cer 
nies of mere civility. Our author acknowle 
that fach unmerited contempt roufed his ii 
mtion', but a motnen\*s xe^eOixcji^ ot^ vVv^ A 
iiiaa charader, enaWed VAtri vo v^x^ow W^^ 
Pfa man. whofe coi^aa ^as ^x\a\^ ^^^^^ 
'"^ the comi^iaQ priaci^\^ o5 ^^^ coxx^v^ 



IN INDIA, iaci -• 237 

Tbe Ar^eulans of the pitfent age are, like 
the Jews, with tew exceptions, occupied in the 
fmalled branches of commerce; and, as they 
have long.lod their original Tpirit of patriotiftn 
and independence, they have but a faint difcri" 
mination of chara^er, comprifed in three words, 
induftry, fervility, and diihoneAy. They are feat- 
tercd abroad over feveral party of Turkey, Perfia, 
and India, where they are frequently infulted, 
plundered, and oppreOTed, on very trifling pre* 
lences, and at htB. gain' but a fcanty and preca- 
rious fublifienoe ; yet their mercantile ardour is 
unabated, and their ideas of pleafure are iUidly 
confined to the accumulation of riches; they are 
Gonfequently drangefs to thofe exquiiite delights* 
that refult from a pure and difinterefted friend- 
ibip. 

Days, wfcks, and months, nay years unnumber'^ rolt, 

ll¥hi\ A friend/hip's matchleft ch?rdis entrance the foul: 

While thoughts coagental, and congenial views 

Or yield inUru£lion, or by turns amufc. 

Sut, ah! how flow the ling'ring nriomcnts mOVCi 

Unblcd by J'riend/kip. or cllian,;'d from love I 

The drooping heart foregoes each dear delight, 

And all creation tickens on the fight. Smith. 

It is faid that Shah Abbas, aware of the bene- 
fits that might accrue to his kingdom from a 
temperate and commercial people, founded the 
city of Jolfa, exprefsly for the accommodation of 
the Armenians, to whom he granted an ample 
prote^ion, and permitted them to accompany 
tbeir merchandife to foreign countries; but he 
always retained their families al JcA(?k./\'cv^^-^'i«^ 
of thtrir good condufik. TVve \\c\\\\Vn o^ >^^^^'^- 
£anGalt, Jong celebrated tot \V\t ^c\i^:\^^v^^^^^^ ^^ 
■II important trade wilh \ud\a, vi2.% ^ '^'^^^, 
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invitation to ihe Armeniansj who joffully bafr 

lened to a region which, at once, hc!d out the 
profped of advancement to their forttines, aR4 
the blcding^ of a lenient government : nor dii 
ibey ever form a wifli to return into t^erfia, but 
when tbejr bad amatTed a fuffident quantitjfol 
money, rbey obtained the releafe of their faou* 
lj«r3 by the payment of conGdcrable fnms. 

In confequence of Jiis ungenerons treatmentai 
a Chriftian, Mr. Forfter now refolved to refumo 
the maik of Mrthometanlfm, for perfonat conrfr- 
nience- Whenever, therefore, he quitted th< 
carAvanfera, he l>ecame a grave, hypocritica! Muf* 
fuimaoj with all the privileges attached to that 
chara^er; and as tii« city cont^iined a vartoui 
.defcrtpiion of people, there was but little proba- 
bility of a detedion. He frequented, in his daily 
perambulations* the eating- Hon fes, where the 
converfation of the day is circulated, and the bar-- 
bei's (liop, which, in ibis city, has a neat iippear* 
an ce, 1 n t he mi dft of it i s a ftone pi I \ ^ r, beariag 
a cop of water in readioefs for the tifo of ci[iftt>- 
mers, and the walls are decorated with beard- 
combs, razors, and looking-glaiJes. Here, hfl 
lifually procured an eqvial Ihare of amufemcat 
and intelligence, after his futlerings at bis lodg* 
ingT where, on account of hh faith, he was not 
even fnffered to draw water from a common weH 
but his velVei was ordered to be placed on tbi 
ground, while a hired fervant filled It, dildaiD- 
fully, from a height, where he was furc not ttf 
dc(5Je himi'clf by touching it* While the morti» 
6cd European was tf>tT>ti™fly^ w^Uing for ibil 
ftjpply, the town bo^^* \AV:\Tt^ ^.Vt t^TiN^Ti^^va. 1 
the round of their dwetCvQ^^, ^^iv^i^^^^^'^ 
cJe round bic»j and te^^3^ft. vq ^ %\tN 
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pirt he was unclean^ and when they received for 
nniwer that he was mltogether impure, they ap- 
peared greatly difappoioted. 
. The city of Herat is inferior in fize to Kanda- 
bar, but its trade is refpedable, and an exteniive 
market, covered with a vaulted roof, is filled 
with a variety of (hops. Bread, rice, and but* 
cher*8 meat, with feveral forts of fruit and vege- 
tables, are equally abundant and reafonable, 
Coarfe ftrong woollens are manufadured in the 
adjacent country, and, when made into garments, 
sre exported to different parts of northern Perfia. 
Sheeptkin furtouts, with the wool in the infide, 
are expo fed to fale at many of the (hops, and are 
Hied indifcriminately by all clafles of people, on 
the commencement of winter. Some European 
commodities, including broad cloths, mirrors^ 
prints, and cutler}', are brought hither, but the 
demand is limited, and the quantities proportion- 
ably fmiill. 

The police is well regulated, and the adminlf- 
tration of juflice remarkably vigorous. Two 
perfons, apparently above the comqfion clafs of 
inhabitants, being convided of theft, were fuf- 
pended by the heels, from a dome in the centre 
of the market, for near an hour, to the terror of 
the fpedators. Returning to his lodging from 
this exhibition, our author feemed to think that 
his property, concealed about his perfpn, had de- 
rived from it a Wronger degree of fecurity. It 
feems he was extremely cautious refpeding the 
(difcovery of his money, as, in fuch a country, it 
Blight have involvtd him in very fcT\ow% ^x^^vi^:- 
tJCM. One day, how^^ver, a fe\\ow-U3iN^'tx>aaa^ 
ppiTcJ fo intrude upoa his privacy, 'w\\eivVv^^^ 

,S ^ 



was aftomuf^d attbeiigTitoffo moch'goFd^ i^S 
was rem:irk3bly int^nifltiTe rtfpedirtg rhe method 
by which it had beeti accumulated, but, fonu^ 
nately for the European, this untimd/ vifit pi(h 
duced no uriplcafant confdqil!efJces» * 

Refolving topui'fiie a route; at once direft anj 
unknow^Ti 'to European travellers, Mr. Forftrf 
agreed with the direftor of a kafilab, for n can-^ 
veyancc to Turftijfh, a town lying lo the tJirco- 
tion of MazantieraOi but he now (lipulaied iti 
be treated as a MuJfiJmQTT^ and, in order to elnds 
the poflibilUy of a difcoverrj be took upon him- 
felf an Ardbic name^ liitTe known to tbe natiici 
of this part, ' 

Previoue to his departure; on Afghan S(t4 
came into his apartment, and difcovrring hisreif 
charafter in the courfe of convcrfalion, exchicn- 
ed with a joyful emotion, that he had now oV 
tained an opportunity of revenging the injuries 
fuflaincJ by many of bis anccflors, at the handf 
ofinfidelsj and that nnTefs otir anthor inr:medi- 
fitely paid a fine of five hundred rupees, he rtiotf 
repeat tbe Mahometan breed, and ftibmit to fliS 
private rites of that religion. Pretending an ig* 
norance of the nature of this demand, Mr. Forf- 
ter took tbe Seid to tbe next quarter, where thd 
Armeniiiiri corps, cnnlifting of four perfons, ^a* 
then allcmbled; and required the principal of 
tbem to explain the Afghanis nieaning, Th\% 
it ft:cm5, was the very point to which our authttf 
wi(hed to reduce the buftnefs, as the zealot, pef^ 
tciviD^JiVt: Chiiftmus vnflead of one, ab^ndorSerf 
hlmfiilf to the moft. cTt^Ta^^^^Tvl 'y^ , '\\\d fwor* 
by h\s bf^ard", that tW'? ft\tiM\^ ^vvk^^xit 'CJa^^^^, 
or be iriitiatcd into t\\G ^:?iiVLt(:;V o^ \i>3^ Tj^t^^j 
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lifplayed to our holy leader, \phen tbefe infidels 
hall renounce their impurities, and herefy, and 
»ecOme a portion of the true believers. He now 
lonjured the townfraen, in the name of Maho- 
net, to compel the enemies of their religion ei- 
her to embrace it, or to contribute to its fup- 
>ort by the propofed affelTment. The Seid, how- 
:ver, experienced a more obftinate reiiftance than 
le had expeded from the Chriftians, and after dif- 
Haying great powers in his holy conteft, he con- 
creted to withdraw his threats and difturbance, 
or a trifling acknowledgment^ far difpropor- 
ioned to his fird demand. 

In two caravanferas of Herat, during our au- 
hor's day, were a hundred Hindoo merchants, 
hiefly natives of Moulton, who, by extending a 
cmg chain of credit, and maintaining a briik 
rade, have rendered themfelves valuable fub- 
ziSts of the government. When thefe people 
fofs the Attock, they commonly wear the drefs 
f a northern Afiatic, feldom appearing without 

high cap and a long cloth coat. Some Jewifh 
raders alfo refide at Herat, where they pra6l:ire 
11 that chicane to which this tribe is univerfall/ 
ddlded in the wedern quarter of the globes 
(eing converfant in the language, and habituated 
the manners of Upper Ada, the Jews and Ar- 
[lenians mingle in Mahometan companies, with 
ttle perfonal inconveniency. 

The leading cudoms of the various Adatic i)a- 
ions refemble each other fo nearly, as hardly to 
dmit of any diderent defcription. When they 
t, their legs are either eroded or bent under 
hem. They regularly perform dated abl«Lt\<ycv'K> 
ef©re and after meals •, tbe\t Vi^^l^ «t«. ^'aN^^'* 
or the h^rd is permitted U) %to^ \ wA' -^ ^'^ 
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grecB of people cx>vcr the head, fuppofing ii^ 

highly ID decent to be rcen nakfd. They never 
enter a carpeted apartmeatj without &tSl taking 
o^' tbeir fboe«. 

. On quitting the Arraentansi Mr. ForOcr ro- 
minded them that, instead of rendering him ad/ 
affiftance in a place^ where Chriflians were ex- 
pofed to a variety of grievances^ I hey bad with* 
held from him even the Uighteft and moft info* 
nor, offices of hui^iaoityp He added, howevefi 
that be freely pardoned a treatment which mu^ 
juflly be attributed to the prudential cantign of 
their tribe- 
Leaving Herat, on the 22d of November, our 
author joined the katilah dire^or, and his hmi* 
Ijf confifking of his mother, his wife, and a fcr- 
va n t, a raon g w horn t he Eii ropea n w a s received 
in chara^er of an Arab, going on a pilgrimsg* 
to Mufchid, On his arrival at the place of ren- 
dezvous, he found aU the party a iTcmbled* ex- 
cept the females, on whom many a reproach 
was fcaudaloiifty thrown* The enraged Mof- 
fulmen mutually declared, that no mortal ill 
would be too fcvcre a punifliment for their dor 
lay; " but/' added they jo a forlymanoeri *' wbit 
good can refult when ^omeft are concerned in 
any ondenaking?'* At the approach of night, 
the kafilah proceeded, and left AU, the dircftoFj 
and oar author, to efcort ibe ladies* When th^ 
arrived, the difciple of Mahomet began to aJ- 
jdrcrs them with the language of fevcrity, but b« 
was foon iilenced by his iady mother, who feem- 
<:d the female ruUr o^ vV^e ^amVj. Ali being de- 
tained fome time atv^vc ^iiVfet>^vW\swxi.,v^^S 
toll for his kafilah, ii^v^vcXxe^!. vVt.\^&ti.^J.wa^ 
tra veUer, u&dei the ^Tov«eCw^ '^^ "^ "^ """ 
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fodateSy who, finding the night advance, and 
deeming the women's pace too flow, purfaed 
their journey without farther ceremony. When 
the diredor came up, he exprefled himfelf highly 
difpleafed with the defertion of his friends, and 
repeatedly thanked the European for his atten- 
tion, though he was heard to murmur at the im- 
propriety of truOing Mahometan women with an 
ptfidel. Such, however, were the females in quef- 
tion^ that he might have fee his heart at reft in 
the roofl intemperate quarter of the globe 5 and 
as for our author, he was fo heavily loaded with 
a muiket, that he affirms he fhould not have 
looked in their faces, had they poflefled all the 
charms of the goddefs of love. 

On the morning of the 25th, arrived at Dhej 
Soorch, where, excluiive of fome few cultivated 
fpots, the country is equally wild and inhofpita- 
ble with that in the eaitern divlfion of Khorafan. 
' Proceeding over a bridge, conftruded of brick 
and mortar, upon a fmall river, running to the 
foQthward, and fordable at moft feafons, they 
arrived, on the 27th, at the village Corian, where 
they faw, in the vicinity, fome windmills, for the 
purpofe of grinding corn. Their conflru6tion 
feems to be on the fame principle as that of £u* 
rope, with this differeru:e, that broad-leaved flags 
are fubftituted inftead of .p^^safs wings. The 
toll-gatherer at Corian, afFe^s to be peculiarly 
vigilant in the difchargeof."j;iis duty, which he 
found occaHon to exercife ufxyii our author. 

Travellers proceeding to'lHie wettward, gene* 
rally procure a paflport at Herat, but as fuch a 
mode might have led to fome ill-timed elucida- 
tion of his ci ream (lances, Mr. Yci^^i tv^^^^^^ 
to apply for this document, w^^oti>>?tt«^ ^^^^5V 
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expatiating on the itnpolUbiihy of palTing wUtft 
out the pfriitil&on ot governmcDtt ht; cuuirivid 
lo jilence his templet by a Uttle money ^ a Lid W4| 
permitted to ftJl out without moletlation. > 

Paifing Ch^n-foorch and Turfala, iwo ftarioiH 
in an uninhabited country, the katilah arrived^ 
on the I Jl of December, at a large and populwii 
village, called KaulF, which mniuUius a prerty 
brilk trade with Mufchid, H-erat, andTuilluiK 
As markets and public fliops are only found ia 
the cities, or principal towns, of Afghanillaa and 
Perfia^ iravellera arc compelled to make applici* 
tion> for provifions, to the houfekecpers, wUofe 
Hock often proves inadequate to their prelBng 
demands. Though Kauff is a coM[iderabIe viii 
lage, there h no pKice in it where bread is pab- 
licly veod<rd. Mr. Forfter, therefore, advanood 
a required fum to a peribn, who engaged tfl 
procure hfm that uecefiTtiry article; but, aftef 
keeping him in fufpti^nfe till midnight^ he ab- 
fronded with the money. The ufual fare of 
our author, in thefe parts, confitled of bread, 
cheefe of iheep's milk, and water, which gave 
him a degree of vigour equal to the fatigue he 
endured, iVora being daily thruft into a liulecrib^ 
on the back of the rougheft paced animal that ii 
uiV.d for burden, and from a conAant eatpofure to 
the in clemency of the weather The Afghans, 
whofe only aliment U bread, or curdled milt, 
and waten can exert as rouch lircngth, and un- 
dergo as much fatigue, in a remarkably uncertaip 
climate, as the porter of London, who fubliils on 
nieat, llrong beer, and fnch other art idea of iooi 
a^ nny pieai'e his own fancy. From hence, oiif 
aufhor is inclitttd lo VviVM^ofe* that the humati 
body can fuilaic^^Ut^tti^^^^^^^^''^^^^A'^^^^:aent^ 
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^thout the aid of animal food. It Is iodeed an 
eflabliOied fa6t, t^at the Arabs in the vicinity of 
the Red Sea, who may be faid, with little excep- 
tion, to live folely on dates and lemons, carrj 
fuch extraordinary burdens, as to a European ear 
woold found abfolutely romantic.- 

The travellers next entered Ruee, a populous 
Tillage, where the land was completely covered 
with fnow ; and next day they halted to examine 
fome goods that had been injured by the wea- 
ther. Mr. Forfter, and three Perfians, who had 
retired in difguft from the frrvice of Timur Shah, 
and were returning to their families at Niftia- 
ber, occupied the lower part of a windmill, where 
they mutually endeavoured to defend themfelves 
from the cold, but without tffc6t. The cavaliers 
indeed regarded it but. little, as they cleaned their 
horfes, and went in queft of forage, fuel, and 
provifions, with alacrity, through the boifterous 
drifts of (now that feemed to have been fwept 
from the furomit of every mountain in Tartary. 

Continuing their journey through Say Day, a 
little fortifiad village, pleafantly fitnated in a 
well cultivated valley, they arrived on the 6th at " 
the village Aihkara, where the kafilah was de«> 
iayed by a heavy fall of fnow, and other tempef« 
tuous weather. The travellers accordingly went 
to feek fhelter at the fort, and after much en* 
treaty, were ihown into a fmall gloomy room, 
merely fnfficient to defend them from the Aorm, 
which had now fet in with the greateii fury. Tha 
inhabitants kindly allevisted their diftrefs, by 
bringing an ample fupply of fuel ; but, on en« 
quiring for provifions, it was found, to the con* 
ftemation of the whole party, that not a (ingle 
irticie cooid be purchafed in the V\\\a%<t»itX \\v^ 
Y 3 i^\^"a.l>a\^^ 



reading Jamis's ftory of Jofepb and Z 
wbich> for its pathetic fcenes^ iQtereflin§ 
tares, and the rich gen ins of the poet, ws 
rably adapted to ameliorate the rigour 
conveniences of their (ituation. 

The natives of Aihkara were now crop 
commemorating the death of HulTein, fe< 
of Alif who periGied at Karibullah^ in tbi 
boarhood of Bagdat, where a monument 
ed to his memor3P, and whither a mult 
'perfons refort in the beginning of the 
Mohurrum, to repeat their devotions. J 
the elder brother^ was cut off by fome i 
ful female, who contrived to taint the fp 
his life with a deadly poifon ^ but the eel 
of this event, noticed at another part of i 
does not produce fuch tumultuous lamei 
as ufually accompany the remembrance 
fein*s fate. To prevent the Afghans fr 
culing their obfervance of the Mohurru 
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aiod on the I2tb reached Pocbabad, an open, po^ 
pulous village, protcdcd by an adjacent fort, and 
rendered refpedable by a manufadure of raw 
iilk. From this place td Koot, extends a drearjr 
wade, withoixt the relief of one habitation, or a 
fingle fpot of verdure. To the north is feen a 
lofty chain of mountain^, capped with fn^w, 
while the other quarters exhibit a fandy tra6t, 
thinly marked with craggy acclivities. 

On his arrival at Tur^ifli, Mr. Forfter found 
every apartment occupied at<he caravanfera.but 
a fmall prefent to the gate-keeper, who diftri- 
butes the quarters according to his own inclina* 
tion, introduced him to a lodging, where there 
was but one perfon. The ftranger accorted our 
author with great cordiality, complained of the 
■folitary life he bad palTed at TunihiOi, and faid 
■tie hoped to find a relief in agreeable company. 
This cordial reception was admirably fuited to 
the European's purpofe, and-feenied to promife a 
good introdu6tion to his Mahometan chara6ter. 
It was now agreed, that a table fhould be jointly 
fpread by theie' companions, one of whom was to 
prepare the daily meals, and the other to procure 
water, from a fpring that was a mile diftant from 
their lodgings. 

Previous to the commencement of a journey in 
this part of the world, focietiesare formed at the 
appointed place of rendezvous, where each indi- 
vidual has a feparate office allotted to him. The 
moft robuft are ufually appointed to provide wa- 
ter, others are employed in culinary operatic ns, 
and a third clafs are nominated ^s ^nsixn^'^^x^ "^-^^^ 
the cattle. Men of rank are, bov^^N^x^ e^^vcvv^* 
ed by general /uffragc, from a\Y \a>aw\o\x"^ ^^"^"v^^^^ 



tion, and the sg^d ant) infirm arc invariably treal^ 1 

cd wiih refpcfttul indulgi^ncc. 

Our authors prefetit companion was cocftant* 
1y referved and mdancboly, nor would he give 
any funber account of litml'rlf, or bU concern, 
than that he bad come to TurOiifti, from Aftem- 
bad. He was apprenily murh plea fed wiih the 
European's company, bm bis fingular turn of 
mind rendered bim an unpl^aiant coll^agiie, atiil 
iQ theccurfcof a few days he departed in Herat, 
leaving our traveller in poflcffion of a dark ari 
foljtsry apartment, with the privilege of being 
admitted amon^ the inhabitants of the caravaa^ 
as s jmj'f believer. 

Removing, in the courfe of vacancies, to a more 
agreeable lodging* he met wi*b a dccerit old maa^ 
v/ho was fmoking his pipe. This pcrfon had con- 
trived for feme time-to procnre a fubfiftence, bi^ 
Vf lading certain fpells, which were ruppofcd rm* 
cacioos in precluding the approach of cviJ, and in 
conf«erring, on their pojreflbrj a conftant fcriesflf 
fVhciry ; but it was now the depth of winter, and 
his tr^de w^a fo extremely bnd, that he frankly 
owned he was willing to dofe his magical book 
for cv*^rj if any other profpeft of a livelihood 
fliouhl be fjffered him. Mr. Forfter bein^ in w>nt 
of fuch a perfon's aHiilance. cordi^^lly offered him 
hi?i iiliillance, and invited him to partake of liii 
prQvi[j(]fi.^. mid the propofai was immediately ao* 
cfprt-d with gratitude. 

The niollnh, for furh was the title affijied to 
tlus man, on account of his profeflxonal abilitifi, 
pon'rfi'f(\ a ns\iiTa\ ^t)o4 VtttN^CT , ^l^i Co accommo- 
daring a dirpoft\ioT\A\v.vV^e. >*5D^v\«k^Vv«\NS\^>^ ^ 
in cofn pi 13 nee wU^ ev^\^ nn^^ tANS\^ ^I^'^^^^^^ILi 
the jiulc jregolMUV ob"i<itse^>a^ i=wi - ^^ 



houra ofrrefrcfhmeiit, was a fubjeft of frequent 
complalut to biixif a^ he. was an eminent profici- 
ent in the ^ufineis of the kitchen 5 adively aU 
^entive to it^.naanagernent^ and clofely attached 
to its produce. His cenfure was ufually convey-^ 
ed in an exclamation of furprife, at the negle6t 
of a concern, fuppofed by him, the moft import* 
ant In b^man life ; or at the tafte of his patron, 
when oppodte to his own, which muft have been 
vitiated; by his travels through barbarous nations. 

Having laid in a good ftock of fuel, which at 
jpi^rfhiih is a dear commodity, the roollah and his 
bcnefa&or now eptperienced the benefit of an ex- 
ternal heat, while the air was piercingly cold, and 
the face o^the country obfcured with fnow, and 
though their creed forbade the ufe of any refre(h- 
iog cordial, yet, they were moderately enlivened 
by_a.wholefome diet, a large fire, a clean hearth, 
dnd an abundance of Perfian tobacco, which is 
peculiarly excellent. 

Mr; Porfter now devoted the day to walking in 
the town, cofledting intelligence, and frequenting 
the public, baths. In the evening he always re- 
turned home to fupper, after which the mollah 
would either read a ftory of* Yufuff and Zulei- 
cha, or expound the virtue of his fpells, which 
, were fo wonderful, as to triumph over njoft dif- 
eafes of the mind and body; they were faid tq 
Vecal the fteps of a frail woman, to the paths of 
virtue ; to filence a clamorous tongue ; to deftroy 
iworms, and to cure kibes or chilblains. He af*- 
firmed, that bis pradice had been more extenfivc 
than advantageous to his finances, as he hadh^ft.\k 
chii^.fly employed by the lower oxdci. cA '^^s^^ 

♦ Yufuff is the patriarch JoJcpW, %T^A XvXA^'^'^* ^^^ 
namr given by the Arab-, to ihe vf iic oi l^ox.xv^^'^ -o 



Hcfaid.bebad dftfigr^cd to travel to MuftM+lj 
vrbere he might have paiTed the trying fearou of 

winter* bot that oar author's goodncfs bad no* 
obviated hiR necefiities j as to the rumn:]er> h^Qt* 
Vet caLt a thought upori ii. 

Though pTOt>0<^dly a Ma^ulmatip he waa not 
very flrifil in the diitiea of his religion, but oat 
of the five daily prayers, appointed br Mahomet, 
be generally omitte<l four, and iometimes nrg- 
lefied [he whnle; ye-t, on obferviog that hUcora^- 
panion was ftill lefs obfervaiU, he gravely cen- 
fiircd bis negligence, bfcaufe he faid it was pr<y 
per to maintain a decorum of Enanaersr that the 
Ir^mate^ of the caravan fera might Dot make unfs- 
vonrable remarlis. 

This obfervation of the moliah'?, may be faid 
fo difdofe imparCiaUf, the ^rivnd tenure by ^hich 
^the religion of Mabooici Wb^ld in the prefrnl 
*ge, 4t is on a reflriSiion ^rom certain kinds of 
food, a cntain number of ablutions, and the re» 
iiital of five dailjr prayers, that thie MufTdman 
founds his hope of Paradlfe, and though the lat- 
ter of thefe duties, is frequently muttered ovet 
wifb equal ha fie, and careleffnefsj when iheei- 
bibition of a lafcivious dance, or other fimilir 
Amnfemect, attrafts his attention; yetj fucb a 
perfofi among the Pcrfians, is eftimated as highly 
as our mrn of virtue, honour, and humanity. Ofl 
the other hand, whoever negleSs thefe ceremo- 
nies, though ihe general tenor of his Wfc^ and 
converfa[ion be void of offence, is branded witb 
the mark of contumely, :tnd onlefs he commands 
ci^ecm by the pxve^l of lus ^owcr. or the gbieof 
his rrche*s. he \i in\>WYna\\Vj c?i\VQft VL^«:k^sia.iw^cf 
the bficefils oi fccVtl^* 
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To illuftrate the opioion of a MnflulmaD, on 
the eflcntial efficacy of /arms, Mr. Forllcr relates 
an obfervatioD of the mollah, who faid, (fpeaking 
of a friendly aod agreeable Afghan), that he will- 
lingly acknowledged the merits of fuch a perfon's 
morality, but he was forry to fee them vitiated by 
bis praying with folded bands. Surely our read- 
ers will be aftoniihed, when they confider that 
a creature, endued with fuperior powers, by 
the illuftrious ruler of creation, fliould have fo 
tamely fabmitted to the ihackles of an abfurd 
prejudice, and have entertained an idea fo dero- 
gatory to the benevolence of heaven, as to be fear- 
ful of offering up the petitions of his heart, but 
in certain attitudes and poiitions of the body. 

While our traveller and his companion were 
enjoying the comforts of a good apartment, and 
favoury provifions, every room in the caravan fera 
was fuddenly filled by a multitude of pilgrims, 
from the (lirine of Mufchid. Among thofe who 
rufhed into Mr. Forfler's chamber, was a perfou 
whofe drefs and deportment announced his fupe- 
riority over his aflociates. A pilgrim, who at- 
tended him in qualit]^ of a fervant, immediately 
began to examine the room, and finding its fitu« 
fltion agreeable, he diflodged the portable chattels 
of the poor mollah without ceremony, and in an 
authoritative tone, declared the place afiigned to 
the ufe of the badji, whom he reprefented as be« 
log of great rank and confequence. 

The hadji now feated himfelf with great To* 
lemnity, and cafiiag a haughty look around^ 
glanced his eyes on the £uropeaa> alw^ te«»xAi5 
ed his name aad occupation, \\x z. tcv^\:i\itx*^V\.0^ 
cJearJy deaiOD&rsLted his powet. 0>« ^^'^f^^cS 
Urn tAatJi^ W9$ 9Xi^U^ab> Ua%^V5^%>^>^>^''^^ 



but to hU ntter confufion, the impo^finl ititeJid- 
gater began to fyask ia ArjbiCn The fiOiity W 
l:om|iletely detc^ed, anti Ihe embamHcd travel- 
ier wa-i compelled to acknowledge, lh?it be w^, 
in reality, a native of Kalbmirp, proceeding lo 
!Ma zanders n, on fome commercial coucern. Th») 
variation in his anfwer produced lio fnrprifc in 
the hadji, nor any further in veil) gat Ion. It may 
Ijere be obferved, that fuch fabricBtions arc In 
common nfe among the Afiatic tvaVellerg, and if 
their true dory remains concealed, it is feldomof 
any coufeqnencc wbat flnfwerg they return, wbctt 
cjneftioncd upon the fubjeftpf their biribofcir* 
cumftances. 

The territory of Tarfhifti U governed hf «o 
independent Pevlian cbtefj about forty years cf 
age, wbofe raanneis are ftrongly nnarkf?d witll 
th?it gravTty, wbich is univcrfaUy attached to the 
higher clafri of MuflTulmeni hia appearance if 
retpedable, and biK admin illration mild and po 
pular. 

Ttiisperronagchaabnlltanew to^vn, adjoining 
to old Turihlfli, which is of fmali compaf:), and 
encircled with a wall. The new town is appro- 
priated to the refidence of the chief and his offi- 
cerii, and is likcwife fupplied with a public ma^ 
Itet and a caravanfera, the only one feen by our 
author i:n Pcrfiaj that was not fvipplied with wa- 
ter. The chief trade of Turlhith refults from the 
import of indigo and other dye^ woollen cloths, 
and rice, 7he chief article of export id froa, 
wrought in thick plates. The Hindoo fatnilia 
eflablilhed here, occupy a quarter of the lowa, 
wherr no Mahometan is permitted to reiide, and 
where they cni^dutt V\vm buGneia without aw- 

i 
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fitfo fettled at Yeed; Mufcbid, Kachan, Calbin, 
jind on fome parts of the Cafpian (hore -, and 
ikiore conHderable focieties are met with in va- 
rious towns of Xike Perfian Gulf, where thty 
maintain an important navigable intercourfe witk 
the weftern parts of India. 

The Hadji, already mentioned, was a re(ident 
of Balfro(b, the principal town of Mazanderan, 
whither be was now returning, with the pilgrims^ 
from Mufchid. On Mr. Former's applying for a 
paflage with the company, heafFeded to iiart fe« 
veral difficulties, and finding him anxious to 
take the journey, he (lipulated for a double 
amount of the accuflomed hire. At length, how- 
ever, the bufinefs was fettled, Mr. Forfter was 
received as a fchiah among the. pilgrims, without 
fcruple, and on the 28th of December quitted 
Turfhifli, and proceeded about ten miles to the 
village Killeelabad, whei)e they palTed a cold 
foowy night, with a tolerable degree of comfort, 
at a fmall caravan fera. 

NcKt day they were hofpitably entertained at 
the fort of Hadjiabad, but our author received a 
violent fbock, by a fall from his horfe, which the 
Hadji had unmercifully leaded with two heavy 
parcels of dying (luif, beHde the rider's weight 
and baggage. Inftead of expreding any fbrrow 
for the misfortune, the Hadji reprehended our 
£uropean*s bad (kill, and predided fome mifhap 
from the accidental tumble. 

On the 30th, proceeded to a large and populous 
village, called Nowblehuckum, between which 
and Tur(hi(h the road inclines to the weft, over 
a chapipaign and well-cultivtited country. At 
this place, our author endeavoured to ptocMt^ ^ 
ftock of wheaten bread for his \o>itut»v , oN^t ^ 

Vol. XXIV. Z 4^^<exX« 
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d<?iVrt trafl ; but the number of pilgrim^ whft 
^irade a liniilar applicatimi, was fo great, and 
their late meritodoua fervice fo higbly eftituaied, 
that he w^s obliged to reft fatistit^d with a fe* 
takes of barley. 

After travelling thirty-two miles, through I 
deft^rtjinteriperred with low accliviiiesT and thin- 
ly clothed with wood, they halted on the Ifl of 
J fin nary, i;S'l, at an emineoce^ where a profefien 
of fnow fijpplied the want of watery and on the 
2d, arrived at the fmail fortified village of Tovir. 
rone, fituate in the diftri&s of an lotippendeirt 
chief, who likewife claims the Dcfert, reaching 
frocn Deronne to this place. This point will 
moft probably be never difputed, as, fo far fnxu 
being habitable, many travellers have perifbed in 
their palVage through it, from theintenfe heat of 
the atmofphere, and the fcarcily of water. 

Happening to fall into difcoorfe with a Ghi- 
Ian Seid, who had been making the pilgrimage 
of Mufchid, Mr, For Iter agreed to place his pro- 
vifions in a common flock withThofe of the pil- 
grim, nnd to (liare the benefit refalliug from t 
reciprocity of good offices* 

On ibt^ 2dt the kafiiah halted in the vicinity of 
a fiTiall II ream, (the fir ft that had been difcoveffid 
in the clj^y's journry) where both the Seid and onr 
Inivellcr confented to fill a bottle for their ma* 
laal uft\ The tatter, however^ was extrcmd^ 
thirity, and made fo many applications to tk 
vi?irel, ihU the Ghllan requefted he would Icaie 
/bnne tor his rft^\^\oMs giblytions, 

Wliilrt he TeUT«^\ t.Q \it^^o\^\i\'?, ^^?(q^.v'oim» the 



1« IKDIAx &C. - 2^5 

felf to his employment, that he might not be dif* 
coyered by his affocidte, whofe temper was 
naturally irafcible. When be had abfentcd him- 
felf for fome time, he brought in a heavy load of 
wood, which he threw on the ground with an air 
of great fatigue^ and of having performed an im- 
portant fervice. " Ay/' faid the Seid, " while 
yoa have been toiling to procure us &ring ior 
this fevere night^and I, like a true believer, havd 
beeo offering up my prayers, fome hardened kau« 
6t, whom I wi(fa may never again drink in this 
world, has robbed me of the pittance of water 
fet apart for my ablutions." He then made a 
Arid fearch among the travellers for the thief, as 
be pleafed to ftyle him, but receiving no fatis- 
fadory intelligence, he delivered the unknown 
culprit to the charge ef e^ery infernal fpirit> 
and retired, grumbling, to his repofe. 

Arrived on the 4th, at Khanahoody, a fortified 
and populous village 5 the travellers di fee rued, 
about 4hree n^iles to the eaftward, a chain of 
mountains, of a mofderate height, extending in a 
north and fouth diredion. From the fummit of 
thefe emiaences is feen, to the weft and nortb'> 
weft, a fpacious plain, fpotted with a variety of 
villager, and diverfified with arable lands ; nor 
does a fingle acclivity interrupt the profpted in 
this dire6tion ; the view, however, wai rendered 
cheerlefs by the feverity of the feafon, which had 
completely ftripped the trees of their gay attire, 
and buried the herbage beneath apellicle of fnow. 

Faffing Kow 'and Kauff, two deferted villages* 

ftanding on one of the great Toad« ^xc^yci ^t\^'«^ v^ 

Tartary, the ka61ah reached lfi5i^ui>Q^^> ^ ^^^'^ 

(dilapidated fortrefa^ fituated ot\ 2lv\ erccix^^^ 

Hem were obicrved fieveral \ar6Ci\]iox^^%> "^^^vs 
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feemsj were the rf maii^s of fome rlepbanTsTll 
died in their journey to xht foutlicrti provinc^^j 
^bit ber they were ordered tobe Cent by Nadir Shfih* 
On ihe Bth they readied Sharoor, a fmall bt»t 
populous rown, fituate in the roidll of a fruitful 
and irriguous plain^ On thdr arrival at ihr ca- 
ravanfera, the Ghilan Seid I'ccured an apartroent 
for the joint ufe of hitnfdf and hU corapaninn. 
The ccr)d wRs intenfe, and hfid reached the pnint j 
vhtch theP'erfuns term, " theftroke of winter T ^ 
the ftiow defeended rapidly from tbe clouds, and 
the pifircing north wiDd was almoft infapporrable- 
Fuei is fcarcer at this place than in any p^rt 
of Khorafan, and when it tan he obtained,.it ii 
generally green, and cnfit for itnmedjatc ufe- 
The apart men t hired by the Ghilan had do otber 
aperture than the door, wliicb he kept fhut ah 
account of the cold, notwiihftanding our su- 
ihor^s earncft entrcaticG for it to be fct open^ to 
difcharge the fmoke. Ab our European was the 
luoft a^ive of the two, it was agreed ihat be 
flioLild procure firing, and bring waier, in the 
mornings to enable his colleague to perform the 
requifite ablution, preparatory to prayer. The 
Seld undertook to kindle the fire, as he was bet* 
tcr able to endure its fmoke thaa Mr. Forfler, 
and thus their employments were pretty fairly 
divjdedj bat when they came to enjoy the bene- 
fits of thenij Mahomet's dcfcendant, wrapped in 
a large fliecp-Jkln cloak, would regularly take 
Ills ll^tion fo exaftly before the fire, as to ex- 
ciude the other entirely from its warmth. So 
ungenerous a moAcot UP.aVtt\t.^^fTemjenUy roafed 
our fh i ve r i n g a u tVioif s ^vv^tt , -i^i YaiMt^tfe^Vft^ Mh 
a^^ref^ the GhWan, ■\t\ vexms ol tl^t^^tw^nX^^x 
w/ien the offender cj^p^lCv^v^^ oxw\xv% ^^^^^^ - 
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naities, the benevolence of his heai't fubdued 
i indignation, and he patiently fabmitted t6 
s rigour of his fituation. 
Shahroot, with its independent diftri6ts, may 
faid to pertain properly to the Khorafan divi* 
n, though at prefent it is confidered as holding 
Aflerabad, which, together with the Hazaar 
rreeb and Mazanderan, is governed by one of 
e rooft powerful chiefs now reiiding in Per(ia. 
le town of Shahroot occupies but a fmall fpace 

ground, furrounded in parts with a flighty 
rtben wall. The houfbs are conf)ruded of un- 
irnt bricks, and are covered with a flat arch, 
any perfons in the vicinity of this place have 
ft their nofes, toes, and Angers, by the froG, 
hich is much feverer at Shabroot than in any 
her part of the country. The principal trade 
"the diilrift arifes from the export of cot- 
n to Mazanderan, from whence are fent in re- 
rn. Ruffian fieel and bar iron, a fmall portion 
Dutch broad cloth, copper, and cutlery. 
From the exorbitant price of fugar, that article 

but feldom ufed by the lower order of Per- 
ms, who fubflitntefor its purpofe a fyrup, made 
- the infpiflated juice of grapes, which they call 
erah. They likewife mix with their food a 
,gh flavoured and falubrious acid, exprefTed 
om the pulp of the four pomegranate. 
Joining a cotton kafilah on the 17th, Mr. Forf- 
r proceeded to Dhey Mollah, a fmall, walled 
llage, where he and the Seid were entertained 
ith the greatefl refpeft and cordiality. The 
nits of this. village are reckot^c^d ^^^^ivXv^xX-^ ^^- 
:llent, and the gardens prodvice a cJcv^wSsv^^^*^' 
7ty of efcal&bt roots and p\aritA> «l%x.^\\^v^»'^'^ 
f^^peasrOLbbagei, &c. ^ 

23 
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Next day they arrived at a fmalJ fort, called^ 
Tauck, after a cold and wearif^ime joarney of 
twenty-two miles. Eigbt miles to the fouth eail 
of this place, flands the town of Durugam, whole 
clcvnted mfnarcts are difcrrnible at a confidera- 
ble dilUnce, The plain, fucrouoding Domgam, 
U celebrated, in the modern annals of Per^a, fox 
3 viiSory obtained by Nadir Sbahp over the Af- 
ghan Aihruff* This fevt:»ej but decifive batiie, 
in which thirty tboufand Afghani were eiiber 
Cain, or made captive, advanced Nadir in the h* 
vour of Shah Thamas^ who was prefent in the 
a€tion, and afterwards permitted the Conqacror 
to be called the royal (lave, by the appellation oi 
Thamaa Ki:ili ; a mark of favot^r considered iS 
the tnod honourable thata Perfiao monarch ever 
conferred on a fubjeft. 

The journey on the ipth led over a gradujl 
afcenti diverfified wi^b parches of arable land 
and low wood, and in the fivening they refted at 
the viil[ige KillaLUauj fitnaie on the declivity of 
a. I ill I, where Mr. Forftcr procured a neceJfary 
fupply of bread. 

Next day they paiTed a range of rmoed boild- 
ings, at the d'l&ance of one mile from the village 
Hirroos, and obtained a lodging in the remains of 
a bath, that, in ail probabilityi bad once per- 
tained to feme more important place, than was 
indicated by the adjacent ruins. The Gbilan 
Seiddid not, this evening accompany ourauthor> 
who complained greatly of the lofs of his prc- 
fence.and ackno^vltedges, that theSeid's company 
had now become Co acnuling and conve^nient, that 
he^ already began to e^tftccvVi\«\ ^'^iiV.wi^^ friend* 
Prom ShabiQOt lo OaXs ^^Vvoxv>%k& \^5B^\saakV 
wciicrly tctxdftDcy,V\itovM^\i ^^ Oea^v^xV^ ^^ 
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try, occafionally dotted with low hills. The foil 
is a mixture of earth and farvd, and the cultiva- 
tion is good. The fides of the hills are ufually co- 
vered with numerousand excellsntflocksof flieep. 

On the 21(1 they reached Challoo, an open vil- 
lage, in the vicinage of a dctp hill, and clofe to 
the brink of a rapid dream, that was daihed, 
with a noble effed, on the fcattered rocks which 
compofed its bed. They had now entered a coun- 
try embellifhed with'majeflic forefts, and over- 
fpread with mountains. Here alfo they faw a 
Domber of oaks, but their Hunted appearance 
evinced their want of a better foil and kinder 
climate. Mr. Forfter and the Seid were comfort- 
ably lodged iii a mofque, by the attentions of the 
villagers, who fupplied them with an abundance of 
fuel and a wholefome repad. The honfes are here 
built with terraced roofs, fupported by large beams. 

Unfavourable weather detained the paffengers 
till the 23d, but the hofpitality of the peafants 
fuffered no diminution, and the party then pro- 
ceeded through a mountainous trad of country^ 
interfered with numerous little dreams, and co« 
vcred with large trees; but as tliefe were now dif- 
robed of their verdant honours^ by the icy hand 
of winter, it was impoflible to afcertain the dif« 
ferent fpecies. 

Having pafled the night on the road, where a 
large fire was kindled, to qualify the foverity of 
the air, they continued their route through a forefl 
till theevening,whenourauthorunluckilylod fight 
of his companions, and after feveral unfuccefsful 
attempts to difcover them, refigned himfelfw^ vt^ 
the gloomy idea of remaining u\\ ^^^-Vv^x.A^'^^ 
w/Jifo/^iiewiJdandimmeni:eN»ood%. ts.v.v.«wvv^^^' 
however, to fjflcii up hU hoifc, Vl^ eKact^^"^ ^^ 



men, who were driving a bullock before theni, and 
who, wiihont any impertinent queftjons, readil/ 
conducted him to a Imi^ll plain , ikirted by a 6 no 
flr ami w^i^re he found the palilngers refrefliing 
thfmtt^lvejt after ihe toils ofr'the day. 

On the 24ih, they proceeded about twertty 
T0\\p.3 through the tbtell } a joiupey which, ly* 
in^ over lUejj hi Ik and a moiti clayey foil, proir- 
ed ex ire me iy dJfticuk rf acccfs to the cattlCj and 
hailed on its wefiern boiindary. 

Ncit dtiy crjinpletcd the paffa^e of the foreft^ 
having fn^quenil;? civ>ired Oie MLizjtid^ran rivcf 
whidit alter meandf-ring in vajjoiis diretiion^i 
taHes a north- weilcriy ct^urfe, througli the £sl 
qtiarier ot the province, and dilVmbogues itfelf 
into the Cafplan fi-a nt Mufchid Sir. Amonj 
the hllis, tlfJS flream 13 pretty rapid, but ford^bl*] 
for laden horfe^ j and. In the plains^ it Hows mih 
an eafy, regular current. A Tmall alTeirment-waa 
made on iht* merchants, at a toll-houie, witbio 
the verge of the forert, where Mr, Foriler wril 
alfo laid under a trifling contributioD> on accouQl 
of his being a ftranger. 

In the conrfe of their journey through the fo- 
reft, they neither met with any habitation nor 
difcovered any culture, except a few narrow 
ilrips of land al the foot of thcvhills. But now 
the fcene was agreeably changed. The peaceful 
valleys, crowned with luxuriant -^herbage ; thfe 
neat and open villages ; the verdant acclivitiesj 
and cryftal rivulets, exhibited a charming pidare 
of plenty and rural quiet, an<l imprelfed the con- 
templative m\ud \w4lh a foft delight. The air 
was ii kewife pcr{eQi\v ^^xe,\^^A^^^>^^ vs\ ^Vve win- 
ter Tea fon, an4 tetembU^ vWvcA ^tv Kt^x'^ \s^^\\^- 
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in fo (bort a fpace of time, rcfulti from the vici- 
nity of the province to the Cafpian Sea ', its low 
fituation 3 and the admirable (belter of the neigh- 
bouring mountains. Numerous flocks of fheep 
were feeding on the paftures, but their fize was 
inferior to thofe of Khorafan, and their flelb nei- 
ther {a fat nor well taded. • 

On the 26th, they entered Sari, a fortified town, 
and the refidence of Aga Mahomed Khan, the 
chief of Mazanderan, Afterabad, and feme other 
diftrids. This day's journey had led through a 
flat, fylvan country, interfefted with feveral ri- 
vulets, and bounded, on the north-eaft and fouth- 
weft, by a range of low hills. 
• The town of Sari was found to have fnffered 
fevcr^ly from the eflPeds of a recent conflagra- 
tion. It occupies no great extent of ground, 
but is extremely populous, and contains many 
creditable merchants, who refert thither, witk 
articles of foreign produce, for the chief and his 
officers. The walls are kept in excellent repair, 
and the ditch, though rather narrow, is of a 
great depth, and forms a fufficient defence againft 
any enemy, who, at prefent, exifts in the conn- 
try. A neat and commodious palace has been 
lately ereded at this place, which is defcribed as 
one of the moft agreeable edifices in Perfia. 
The front is occupied by a fmall efplanade, v here 
three pieces of cannon are mounted, on carriages 
of good workmanihip. In the neighbourhood 
18 ei^abliflied a fociety of Armenians, who exer- 
cife a Various trafl!ic, and diflil a fort of fpirit^ 
from grapes, which is a favowxXv^ Xi^N^-r^"^ <^'^ 
the governor. 

Quitting Sari, on the 27tb, V^^^^^^^^'^T^^*- 
jniJes, tbrougb a country ^ueV^ 6:\\e.xvsxvc,o. 



pUins and Toreita; crotTed a fordable l^rearTtj 1 
incijn« to ihfi nonli-weft, in its way ta the M» 
ZttwdciAn rivc^r; and halted, ia the cveuingtOld 
the borders of a wood, near the high road, 

Oa the i^th, arrived at Galfroihf haviog tra 
VflJcd over the raolieXPCT^blc road in all thecoafl 
try. After oblerving a fmali illand in the rivt 
at thediftancfiof twomiiea from the town, when 
Shah Albas . ert;£ted a pshce, which lias late 
been dilapidated, by tlic governor of BalfrolSr 
^1r, Forfter received intdiigence of three Rufliao 
veiTels, thiit were lying in the road of Mafchid 
Sift and were expftled to failj an a few days, to 
Baku, a wfdern prirt, on the Cafpiati Se;^. It 
was now eirenii^lly retjuifiie (bat be (bonld aO 
wiih extreme cautiorij his affair* having arrived 
at a crifis which mv:ifl now termioatc in felicity 
or misfortune. He had hirherto worn the mait 
of Ma hornet an ifm with gnod fttccefsi had bpcn 
admitted, unrefervcdly, into the ibclety of Miilfiii- 
men; Jived at the fame board with the moft 
liri^ and fcnipulous, and conduced himfelfi io 
fnch a manner, that tio perfon had the tnoft dif- 
tant idea of any deception. It was therefore nc* 
ceilary to calm the mind of the Seidj on account 
of his projeified departure, and to a^, wiih tbt 
utmoft precaution, at a moment when the dirco» 
very of the truth might have fubjefted him to 
the moft violent refentment. He therefore told 
the Ghilan that he was going on a pilgjimageto 
a celebrated tomb, in MafchidSir» and bade him 
adieu, with an aflfeded imconcern, whiU be fi** 
Jcntly breathed ai\ ardetit ejaculation for the pro* 
fperity of his venerab\e,de.\>a.dc:^ tCitw^vvvs«N. 
iJefleaing on a vanex^ o^ ^cfc\A«*AV^^Vx^^v 
rcntly occupied his aUev^uovv, ^^e. otv vV^^xxxv^ 



iDg connexions, formed in the courfe 
Is, he now proceeded to Muichid Sir, 
; village, on the eallern bank of the 
1 river, ten miles diftant from Bal- 
bout two from the Cafpian Sea. On 
T the Ruffiae quarter, be prefentcd 
a perfon who was pointed out as tht 
le of the vcifels, but he was unable to 
elf undcrftood. An 'interpreter was 
in, who was informed, without re- 
our author was an Englifh gentle- 
lad travelled through the northern part 
i Perfia, from Bengal, and now wi/hed 
) his native country by way of Ruliia. 
5 time, the linguift feemed to doubt 
r of this account; but, at length, he 
iced of its reality, and the mafler 
convey Mr. Forfler to Baku, whence 
)ioceed, according to his inclination, 
fs being thus amicably fettled, he was 
partake of fome filh broth, ferved up 
en bowl: he accepted the invitatioa 
are, and made a hearty meal, in com- 
the maHer and half a dozen failors. 
liian habitations, at Mufchid Sir, are 
aed and very dirty. The fides are 
of (lakes, five feet high, driven in the 
d inter\5roven branches; and the roof 
with firaw. The furniture is equal* 
md fimplc, comprifing fome narrow, 
ds, a long' board, raifed in the centre, 
pofe of a table, and a few flools, or ia- 
kets, for the accomrRoda.\\otv oK \\vtv«^~ 
: our author had bew ^o \ov^^^^^^ 
3rd Jiving, iu a\\ itft ^3lV\^^\c^TLS,^^^"^^ 
i defcriptioa, fuppVved Hi\\}Kx ^tv «^ 



blage of rou ^h utcnfi Is , appea red * to fa h view, 1ik« 
ag^midicd hotelj and the wooden fpoon, kciitc;, 
antl platters were regarded 3s ftiperior luxunes. 

During tbe full day& of hi^ reridence at thn 
village, be ^xperienced a greai refrelhmeni of 
body and mind, as the incoavenicDces of ni^DS 
before the dawn, benumbed with coldj packing 
up his baggagcj a^ifting the camel dri^-^er in a 
long aDd painful journeys and^ finally, fleeping 
OD the bare grouted, expofed to all the mclenienr 
cy of the wcaiber, were now done away* and his 
repofe became regular and falutary. 

The Calpiaii Sea cxhibiied a m^gr^i^ceni 
Xbcne, and ita waves, inipetuoully lathing the 
fliote, produced, in the mind of our European^ a 
triumphant rctrufpe^ of pad dangersj though hf 
jngcnuoufly ftylcs it, "a rifing fally of prefunop- 
tTont ill fuLted to tbe nature of man ;" and affirnu 
that he endftavoured to fupprcfs it, by calhng icj 
remerobrance the train of events which more 
immediately promoled his journey, and in which 
his own exertions had but a very inconfiderablc 
Iharc, 

Speaking of the Hafl^ans, with whom he now 
refided, he fays, they are evidetJtly of lower fta- 
ture than moftof tbe nations in the north of En^ 
rope, and have the thick form and broad vifagc 
of the Tartars. Their ufual dref^i confii^s of a 
long fhirtj like that of the Mulfulmen, a ibort 
pair of breeches, a long outer velt, fattened round 
the middle, with a girdle, and a pair of boots* 
Their hair hangs carelefsly round their neck, and 
wti(in they go abroad \h^^ cover the head vritti 
a fbrt of bonnet, w\v\c\vval^Vt.^o^\w,\Vt\^tcr' 
change of civiUuca, a^^Wv^ ^^^^^ ^^ vV^vt ^^ 
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Even tbe ordinary claifes poilefs a faavity of 
manners and addrefs, that might be imitated^ 
'without a bluih, by the Tons of opulence, in po- 
liter nations. On tbe entrance of a Ruffian into 
a room, he uncovers his head, apparently regatd- 
Jefs of the company, and^ with ail air of humble 
veneration, offers up a prayer to tbe Saviour of 
the World; he then pays his refpeds to every 
perfon prefent ; and, on his departure^ ads in a 
£milar manner. 

Mr. Forfter had not long enjoyed the felicity 
attendant upon his emancipation from labour, ' 
and the inceifant talk of fupporting an aiTumed 
charader, when he underdood that no perfon 
could leave the province without a paiTport; and, 
at the fame time, difcovered that the interpreter, 
who was an Armenian, had» with a treachery pe- 
culiar to his tribe, circulated a report, that he 
was pofTefTed of many valuables, and, in all pro* 
bability, was a fpy. This fabrication inflantly 
obtained credit with the Mahometans, and the 
popular. cry became fo drong againft our unfor- 
tunate traveller, that the mader of the vefTel be- 
came fearful of affording him ihelter, and plain- 
ly told him, that if he were to receive him on 
boards without a palTport, both the vefTel and 
cargo would be fcized. Abbas Ali, the princi- 
pal freighter of the bark, had fliown our author 
many civilities, fince his arrival at Mufcbid Sir, 
and feemed aniiious to relieve his embarraff- 
inent. After feme time, it was agreed that the 
£uropean (liould go on board, until fome plan 
DQight be adopted for his departure. He acco':^- 
ingly quitted tbe RulTian quanex , iw^'vN:^ > "^^^ 
walked to tbe mouth of the r\\CT , ^V^x^Vc. W^«; 
VOL.XXIY. A a ^^^'^ 
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a longp fhaHovtr bao <^^^y luvigablc fot^boatiinl 
light vftiTds* 

Tlic burk, which was about thcbutden of oce 
hundred tons, with two m.ifts, lay about a Icagiac 
from the rtiorc, \n lev en fathom water^ Itf 
clomfy form and conllrofljon fcrved to de* 
monftriitc^ that the Rufliau fhip-botldcra hac^' 
noade Ihtlc improvement fince the time of Petct 
the Great, Haring ftraight fides, and a poode* 
rous kitchen on the decKj it could on!)" fail llovr* 
ly, before a good wind; and, as the Calpiao is 
but fcantily fuppiicd with Imrbours^ this, with 
other veflela of a fimilar conltroAiorij was fur* 
mJbed with anchoirs 3nd cables of nncomouHl 
flrcngih and magnilud^, tr? withtUnd the impe*' 
tuoQ« waves and furious gales I bat frequently-^ 
prevail in the open rond?^ of this fea. The ere* 
confifted of a matter here termed a boatlmsii, 
his mate, fix feamen, and a cook, who provide 
(bdr own food, from their pay, and fuch privi* 
leges as refuk from their traflic. 

The marinrrs treated o^jr author with thft 
raoft cordial hofpitality, who mingled among 
them without referve, and was always accommo* 
dated, to ufe hi& own expreliion, with the bigh'i 
eft ftool> the beft fpodn, and whea ten bread. 

During hJs delay in this (ituatioii, Mr. Foffef 
feetched out the following obfervations on Ptt*- 
lia, which we hope may prove acceptable to our 
readers. 

Mazanderati, fituate on the centre of At 

fouthern (hore of the' Cafpian Sea, is bounded 

by A/!erabad on the eaft, Ghilan oh the weft 

^t)d by the mocmiamo^s t\?i6. oi ^at^^^%lt«df 

iJiettfioned, on the notvii. '^^\^xoV\^ ^xs^e^ 

ms tb^ capital of ibe t^toviuct;, \.Vfca^, ^T^ 
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ffrcDgth and central fituation Sari^ has been choft 
€9 as the refidence of the chief. 

The town of Balfroih is built in ap irregular, 
oblong form, and occupies one mile aud a half 
of ground in circumference. As its iituation is 
low and moifl, the (IreetSs 'l^ the winter^ are 
^hokcd with mud. The hbufes are roughly con»- 
llruded, of brick or clay, and have generally a 
ytry njean 'appearance. There are four caravan* 
leras, which are, however, inferior to thofe of 
Upper Perfia, both in refpe6t of fize and conve- 
piences; but the market-place, occupying the 
pTjTJcipal flreet, denotes a brifk traffic. 

The rice of Mazanderan is highly edimated by 
the natives, whofe mnrihy land§ are ill adapted 
to the culture of wheat. This deficiency of breadr 
corn is, however, in fome meafure, compenfated 
by a luxuriant growth of fugar, which, though 
of an inferior quality, is found to anfwer its ac- 
cuftomed purpofts. It might be naturally fup- 
pofed, from the condant demand for this article 
in Perfia, and the rarity of its growth on this 
^de the Indus, that extenfive benefits mull refult 
to Mazanderan from fo valuable a poifeQi^on 3 but 
the cultivators are totally ignorant of the me- 
Ihods of preparing and refining it» and it there- 
jore yields but an inconfiderable portion of pe- 
cuniary advantage. The province alfo produces 
a fhaali quantity of filk, which affords employ* 
Boent to a fociety of Jews. Its chief trade, how- 
ever, h upheld by an intercourfe with Baku, 
which fends hither RuflSan bar iron, flour, faf- 
Iron, and remnants of broad cloth, in rev>^\^x^^^ 
cotton, rice, and calicoes. 

The navigation of the Ca^v^atv ^^^ ^^^^ 
Umg attempted by the Perfiaiva, vVo\x^>^^^^ 
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their endcavotirs have been croMirned b\Jt with ^fi 
faiall Aiarc of faccefs* Tbeir vdTels, ufiially fit-* 
ttd out at Farabad, are rudtly conftrufted, optll^ 
and ill managed, fetdom vcntiiring to fea, but in 
the fummer* 

The province Aftcrabad, on the ea ft fide of tbtf* 
fouthcrn Cafpian Hiore, enjoys a falubtious air, 1 
beantifal country, divernfted with hill ancJ di3!c, 
and an abundant fnpply of excellent watrrj but 
aflord.^ little produce for exportation, ejicept tlrl* 
cd maUcts, that are cured by (moke, and are (o 
highly e^i matted b/the HnfSans that two cargon 
are annually fent to Attracan, 

Ghilan, the moft wealthy province borderlngoii 
^e Calpian Sea, is bounded on the foiUh byi 
mountainous chain, th^it Uivides it froro tbe 
dependencies of Caibin and Cafbanj and oa 
the weft by the territories of TaJirti and Aftara. 
Its pofition rs a wefterly parallel from Mazan- 
deran. The revenue of the chief rs compute! 
at two hundred thoufand pounds^ a confideta- 
ble portion of which arifes from the produce of 
filk. It is neceflary to remark, that fpecie hears 
a double value in thefe parts to the fame fumin 
England. Silks are exported hence to Aftracany 
chiefly throogh Armenian merchants, who pof- 
fefs the principal fhare of the Cafpian trade. 

The difficulties attendant on Mr. Forftcr's de- 
parture, having at length been obviated by a 
timely application of Hindoftan gold, the veflcl, 
in which he had embarked, got underway on the 
14th of March, but an unfavourable gale imped- 
ed its progrefs, and obliged the mariners to caft 
anchor, till the \7l\\,wV\etv^Tv^^\^^\^\wi.'^^^leco- 
abled them to reacVv tViei etvVc2.x\e^ o^ \>aR\v^^^ 
Sit Bak\x. The wind uow c\v^tw%Ti^ l\>.eAKtic^ v^ 



Uew with extreme vioknce from the land^ but 
the proximity of the (bore kept down the fea, aud 
apparently prevented the deftudion of the crew. 
The Ruifians relying on the drength of their 
enormous anchors and cables, went contented- 
ly to deep, nor even attempted to make any pre- 
paration, in cafe of the bark parting from the an-i 
chorsy though fome few, and thofe the mo() ani-^ 
tnated, occasionally opened their eyes, and im-i 
plored the protedioD of heaven agaiull the fury 
pf the ftorm. 

On the l6th the tempeft abated, when they en- 
tered the port, and Tainted a Ruffian frigate, with 
^ difcharge of all their arms, without either coual 
or regularity. 

The agent of the veffel happening to roenHeo 
|iis European pa^engerto the commanding officer, 
Sir. Forfler was fummoned on board the frigate, 
where he related the motives and general rout^ 
©f his journey, and met with a reception far fu- 
perior, in refped and hofpitality, to what he had 
pxpeded from the meanefs of bis apparel *, and 
|t2s unfupported narrative. 

The Ghilan envoy proceeding on board the fri-r 
l^ate, was greatly aftoniffied to fee our author, 
5ivbom he fuppofed a Muflulman, fit down to ta- 
ble with the Ruffian gentlemen, but whei> he faw 
3 barber commence an operation, on the beard 
and mudachios, that had been worn as a conve- 
nient malic, he cxprelfed great indignation, re*- 
gaining Mr. Forfler with a mingled look of fe- 
verity and contempt, and per' mplorily qommand- 
ing tiid cperator to dtfift. Finding his rag^e dii- 

* Our author obfcrvcs, that \\\& ^itl^ ^\. ^>^v^ ^^xx^^^^-^"^ 
very ordinary, 

A a 3 ^-^^"' 



r^gartJcdj and TceiDg our author Mfed of the w- 
Turahh burden, he contented bimfcif with thisrt- 
tnark, " Whatever may be your fcft or country, 
your tU fgrace is now complete, and you look lite 
a wojnan.?'* 

On the 27tb, the captain of tbo frigate prefcDt' 
ed the European with a paiTport for bis unmolef^-' 
ed adcnidion into the town of Baku, be alio pro 
cured him a pafl"agc from a Greek merchant, who 
took bim to his ap^irtmeot, in a caravanfera, e^- 
cla6vely occupied by Cbriilians aod Sooni Muf- 
i^Jmen, 

The town of BakQ, in the province of Shir- 
wan, (lands on the northern fide of the bay. lu 
circumference is computed at one mUe^ and its 
pnpula tion, chiefly con fi fling of mercha n ts, is veff 
confiderable. At the period of Mr, Hanway'i 
travels into Perfia, this town had a double wall 
on the ea/tern fide, but the exterior one has b«a 
deftroyed by the fea. The province produces a 
great cjunniity of filk, of which four hundred 
tons are fcnt annually to Aftracani Saffron Isairo 
produced there of an excelleat quality, and whk^ 
conftitutes an important article of trade. A foci* 
cty of Moultan Hindoos, long ellablifhed in Bjfcn, 
contributesj greatly to the circulation of iti rom- 
merccj they vifuaily embark at Tatta, a br^c 
towo, in the lower track of the Indus, frojfl 
whence they proceed to BaiTorahj and there join 
the I'erfian kafilahs; fome few Indeed travel to 
the Cafpian Sea, by ^^i^y of Kandahar and Herat, 
but they complain grievoufly of the opprcffion^ 
of the MabomctJins, ;iud inevitably expofe ihcoi- 
IcJires to infu\t aud Tci^To^tV-Y. 

On the- 3 1 ft, our au\.W ^V'a^.t.i \?c^c. tvVa&w^^ 
or Place of Eire, vjbet<i\xti^^^<io\«\^^>j.^^\^i«k^- 
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cd by.tbe Hindoo mendicants, who> on finding 
luoi cooverfant with their mythologyy Tainted 
liiin with the appellation of brother. This fa« 
cred retreat, where the devotees pay homage to 
Ibeir deity under the femblance of fire, is about 
nioejty feet fquare, furrounded with a low wall, 
and feparated into many apartments. In each of 
tbefe is a fmall volcano^ whence a fulphureous 
£^tBe afcends through a funnel, or furnace, ia 
tbe form of a. Hindoo altar. This fire is occafi- 
onajiy appropriated to religious and culinary ufes» 
and in the depth of winter it ferves to cheer the 
feeble creatures who furround it> and whofe hec- 
tic cough and wan, emaciated appearance de- 
monllrate the noxious quality of their favourite 
fymbol. On clofing the funnel^ the fire is in(iant« 
ly extinguifhed, when, by applying the ear to the 
aperture, a hollow found is bieard, attended with 
a firong current of cold, yet inflammable, air. 
The colour of the flame is exceedingly pale, with- 
out any perceptible fmoke, but it emits a flrong^ 
-vapour, that impedes the refpiration of a flrang- 
Qf. Exclufive of fuch fires in the apartments, a 
large one, ifluing from a natural excavation, bums 
inceifantly in an open place; fimilar volcanos, r^ 
ferobling lime kilns, abound near the exterior of 
the wall, and one of them has been adapted, by 
tlie Hindoos, to the purpofe of a funeral pile. 
No mountainous land is feen from this place, nor 
any firong eruptions of Bamej the furroonding 
fed! confifls of a fandy earth, intermixed with , 
Hones, and nature feems to difcharge ber dif- 
cordant atoms by an inoffenfive m^iiicsv^ ^V)d\^> 
in other parts of the globe, (We ftitL\y»>Xv^^^V«^^^^ 
wkb ftrong convulfiona, aud it«9P«'^'^^ "^^"^^ 
arotmd a deluge of deftru&von* ^ ^ 



Iri foil ind afpe^, ibis quarter of Sbirwiil It 
itmikr to the province of Khorafan, as there li 
fftme fcarcUy of fud, and large fl reams , and 
the tho a;r in winter is equally cold aod plerce- 
ing, with ihis difference, that id Shirwan h is 
Xubje£t to fogfl, fnppofed to rcfult from the vici- 
nity of the Cafpian Sea* The foil commonly af* 
fords an &mple harvefl of wheat and barley, wbicb^ 
formed into bread, conRitutetbefood of thepcorer 
inhabitants; the mutton ia excellent, and fells at 
the rate of a penny per pound. Fruits, including 
cbefnutGr grapes, pear^, and ftpplc^, arc esttreme- 
ly plentiful; and a wine is made at tbe town of I 
Shahroacbee, fimilar, in fubftancc and flavour, to " 
tbe red wineof Bonrdeaox. The province of Sbir^ 
wan U bounded on the north by Dcrbent ; 00 the 
eaii by the Cafpian Sea; on the fnutb by the ttf*- 
ritory of A^ara^ and en the vkeit by the dl&ldi 
of Gunjah and part of Georgia. 

On the i3th of April, every paflTenger bcitJJ 
embarked with all the parcels that could poffi^ 
bly be received, our author failed betw^n t 
fmall ifland of rocks and the main. Ho expreffet 
himfelf greatly farprifed at the crowd of peo^^ 
and the prodigious quantity of merchandife that 
' was fcattered over the deck, and fufpended from 
every part of the fides. Tbe lodging appropriat* 
ed to his repofe^ was fo fcanty, as barely to ad« 
mit of his lying on one (ide j but he had fortaii* 
ately procured an interior (Nation, by which meaof 
be avoided the inconvenience of being trodda 
under foot by the other paflfengers.^ When feat-! 
ed at the fame tab\e wUb a Ruflkn, a Greek> k j 

extreme pleaf\3it«, tVve ca\i^^ >«V\Otv \3i«\ xse^xSj^ 
^veperfons of diffeteu\.icvaUo^%>'^^^^^%>'«^^^ 
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jodices into the bond of fociety. The caufe was 
evidently that of fclf intereft, which induces men 
16 feck pleafore and profit, through a variety of 
channels, and in the vigorous purfuit of thefe ob- 
jeds, the ftroDgefi fences of fuperftition are fre- 
quently thrown down> or> at beft, are but little 
regarded. 

Having feen two fifhing vcflcls, that marked 
the proximity of the Aflracan ihore, the bark 
came to an anchor, in three fathom water, on the 
evening of the 20th, but no land was in fight. 
On the approach of night, the wind began to 
blow with uncommon fury, and our author had 
not long retired to bed, when it was difcovered 
that the veffel was aground. A fcene of confu- 
£on now enfued, marked with various tokens of 
^iftreis, while fome were uttering loud exclama- 
tions in the Rufiian, Perfian^ or Armenian lan- 
guage, and others were bemoaning their cruel 
ikfiiny in Turkilh and Greek. Amidft the di- 
Ycrfily of modes adapted in exprefling a fenfe of 
this difafier, and while every man was imploring 
the interpofition of Providence^ in bis own lan- 
gpfge and manner, Mr. Forfier was addreffed by 
a Perfian, who had taken refuge in the cabin, 
•nd who now implored, in the moft pathetic 
terms, the accommodation of a pillow, that he 
aatght compofe himfelf with refignation for the 
approach of his difiblution. Yet it was remark* 
able, that he never mentioned the name of Ma- 
liomct, but levelled the whole force of his peti- 
tions at AH, whom he loudly invoked, under the 
aippellations of "the friend of God," vteVsraKi- 
diflier of the iu vincible (woid> wii>X«'^^^^^'^ 
OefMithfuJ, 



374 poheter's tbavkls 

Tht bales of Ci\k, t bat filled the cabin to balf 
it^ beiglit, bdiig moved forward, thr^ bark was in 
fome mealuje relieved, bnt the increafiog fury of 
the wind and w^ves, r^^ndered the ticu^tion ofibo 
crew imminently dangcrou*. Mr* Forlier pr^ 
pctfed the ligbicniiig u( the vcfTel, by throwing 
over board fome prirt of the cargo, but the psfn 
fengers inveighed bitterly agaiuft fnch an eitpc- 
dteut, afiirm[t:tg, tliat he who planned ic had n»i 
thing to lofe, and was ihereiore cnrckfs of iba 
event. Their idtai, however, weie ill-founded* 
for ihe Earopean candidly ackcowledge*, that hfl 
never felt a ftronger roludance to (;uit the fcencf 
of life than at that moment, avid obferves, that 
he could not polfibly fupport, with fnrliLudff, tha 
contemplation of an nniimely dt-aib, upon that 
flinrc, wiiicb he had fo long foiigbt with much 
Ubour and anxiety. 

A little before noon, on the 22dj the wind be- 
gi^n tQ Inbtide, and the mariners were enabledt 
though with great di^culty. to boift cut tbi 
boat, wbidi was oifproportioriaMy l^rge andpoa* 
derons, and the bark being dilburdeued of fuch 
ii weight, immediately rofe from the fand, DOC 
ever tcmched it after, 

Anitlous to quit a vefTel, wliere the muUittid* 
and unfociablenefs of the palfengers had becoto* 
very offenfive, onr traveller, with the Greek mer* 
chant J hired a Kalmuck boat, in which theypn^ 
ceedcd, w^ith the atli trance of four ftout rowers, at 
the rate of five miles an hour, towards the AUn* 
c:in channel. 

About midnight, the boatmen were fg ^eaUf 
faiigued by labouring at the nari, that it was ia- 
dfTpenCbly net^effat^ foT tt\em to be refr^flifll 
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tremely weary, and therefore they agreed to take 
fome repofe till the next morning. At break 
of day they refamed their route, and it eight 
o'clock arrived at a ftation, denominated the Brand 
Wacht, where a marine gnard is kept, for the 
defence of the cnftorohoule, and to enforce the 
obfervance of quarantine, when requifite. Here 
the Kalmtkcks weredifmiiTed, and an eight-oared 
boat hired of fome Turkoman Tartars, who are 
an induHrious, quiet people, clothed like Rudian 
mariners, and acknowledged asufeful fubjcds to 
the ftate. 

On their coming within view of the great 
church of Attracan, the Greek merchant arofe, 
and with an unafFeQed decent devotion, offered 
up a tribute of thar.kfgiving to the Almighty, 
for his prefervation and fafe return to his native 
land. Mr. Forller voiuiuarily followed fo excel- 
lent an example. 

When they had landed at Aftracan, and arrived 
at the merchant's houfe,our traveller begged leave 
to retire to a private apartment, till he fhould have 
provided himfelf with a European habit, and 
rendered his perfonal appearance more fuilable 
to an introdudion to Grangers 3 but his zealous 
friend dragged him forcibly into a room, without 
Uftening to his propofal, and prefented him to a 
lady and fome gentlemen, who, notwithllanding 
bis common Perfian drefs, rough beard, and wea- 
ther-beaten face, congratulated him in the warm- 
eft terms upon his arrival, and endeavoured, by 
tvcTy polite attention, to diflipate his apparent 
cmbarraffment. After a fhort tirt\e ^^«a\V vc^ ^xs. 
9greea bJ e con verfa lion, be teuxt<i - Vc> \>^^ , *^^^ 
£ept fouudly till the next motmtv^»^\:^^^,^'^^*r 
icrous hoii iuMcd on fttpp\y*iv\^ Vvwwi ^V^ ^"^ 
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able apparel, out of ins own wardrobe. An Ar* 

mcniao gcarleman, who cyme lo vifit iht Grc«ll 
on bis iaJfe arrival^ likcwife contributed 10 oof 
author"* aiiiufeEnent tin J fatista^ion, by irjtfo- 
ducitig him to an EngliLliman of the name of 
liong, who filled ibe poll of lieutenant in the 
IluHiiin navy. 

ConfidcTing the plcafant tiLDaiton of Mr. Foff« 
Icr's affairs at this period, oor readers may a«a* 
rally ex peii fome defcription of this t]i)Hrtejr<rf 
Ruifia, which he gi*es in nearly the iollowinj 
term* : 

The territory of Aft ra can is bordrtrcd, on the 
ca£i and fouth-eiiti, by a wild extenfive dcfcrr, 
Teaching to the inhabited part of Tra^ifoxonJafl 
Tartary ; on the fouth, by the barren ftiorcM of 
ihc Cafpian j on the fguth-eaft, by a delert of 
near four hundred mile;}, extending to CircftUia; 
and on the weft, by another fteril trad, ihat di- 
vides a ti'om the Black Sea. The jiUnd 00:11- 
pied by Aftracan, as well as its dependent terri- 
tory, prodttces no wheat, yet there is no part of 
the Itutfiiti dominions^ better Jupplitid with that 
invaluable article. To the weft and jouih ot the 
city, the country prrjduces a natural (alt, whn:h 
1^ fil«eint:d excdient tor domeftic purpofes, and 
is lent, by wafer carriage, to feveral remote paUi 
of the f^niplre. The wealth of the province ba* 
been 11 kr: wile greatly lupported by the tilhetla 
on the Cnrpian aiid ihe Vo!ga* 

An important eoijinierce has Jong fubtifted be- 
tween the i:3h.ibitants of Aftracan and the Tar* 
tar^ ut Khieva and Oocharaj who purchafe a v^ 

* h M, 3m^\^ fu^pticd ^'nW pr£>v[riQna^ by mtaniof thft 
Vo^^Sf Iruin CtvHun, '4Vid\tvmC^3&»n,\btjuch at the (lit 
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riety of European commodities. in return for their 
lamb ikins and curious furs 3 yet it mufi be ac- 
knowledged^ that the natural advantages of the 
province would yield but few considerable bene* 
iu, were it not for the fecure and commodious 
means of conveyance^ furnilhed by the Volga. 
This river, whofe courfe is computed at two thou- 
fand miles, rifes from a lake of the fame name, 
in the province Novogorod, and, after Ikirting 
feveral cities and noted mercantile towns, it dif- 
embogues itfelf into theCafpian Sea, about forty 
miles below Aftracan. From the level face of 
the country, the current of the Volga is gentle, 
and admits of boats being warped againft it, at 
the rate of three miles an hour. The Occa, 
which joins the Volga at the city of Nijnio No* 
vogorod, and receives the river Mofca, is fur- 
niSied with large boats, that pafs from Adracan 
to the old capital 3 and by a canal that unites 
the Volga with the river Mfta*, a complete 
inland navigation is opened between the Cafpi- 
an and the Baltic. The population of Aftracan 
is computed at eighty thoufand individuals, 
among whom are to be reckoned, excluHve of 
the Ruffians, many Greeks, Armenians, Circaf- 
fiaps, Hindoos, itinerant Perlians, &j^d Nngayan 
Tartars. 

Previous to the decay of thePerfian monarchy, 
the independence of Georgia, and the pufillani- 
mous furrender of the Crimea by the Turks, Af- 
tracah was regarded as an important frontier, but 
it DOW no longer forms the limit of the empire. 
Its prefent government is founded on a civil %v\.^ 

• The MBa ia a river ultimatdY l^omn^'voxo >l\a VaS^o^ 
Jake, the fouree of the Neva. 

VouXXIV. Bb ^^^* 



cortKiicTcial fyftem, iind its garrifon comprif<!< 
firiceti hundred men> who have rather the ap* 
peiirance of a mtlilia than of regulars, 

Th^rc h not, probablyj another fpot on the 
Hot of the earth, where a traveller meet* wit& 
fuch a diver fified nflTenihbgc of n^ttveB^ and ftfi 
liberal a difplay of toler^nouj as in this city; 
'Which occupies a mediate fit nation between Eu^ 
rope and Alia* Here are Cten the Greek, the^' 
^ Lutheran, and Rrjoinn churches, mingled wiitt 
ihe Hindoo pagods and Mahometan tnofqut^ 
while thediflrc:rcnt fe^aries are apparently unite! 
by the bond of a common, lodal corapa^, Th^ 
Armenians are^ in re:^li[y, the beft rupportersol 
the commerce, as their induiUious exertions aftf 
fnperior to all others^ and they are chiefly thr 
proprietora of the Caffiian vefTela, and the con?^ 
dudors of the trade with Pcrfia, Their weaIrK 
has enabled them to enfure the favour of govern- 
ment, and their pliant manners have acquired a 
peculiar influence through all the province. 1 
From thefe remark^j it is rufficieniiy obvious, that 
the encouragement, politically ihown to this peo- 
ple, has tended to increafe the commerce and the 
riches of this quarter of the empire. 

During his temporary refidence a^t AftratiiD« 

our traveller frequently vifited the marine yard, 

where he contemplated, with pleafure, the pto- 

grefs made in naval architedare, fabfeqaetit to 

the reign of the celebrated Peter. The fqoadron 

for the protedion of the Cafpian trade, and other 

political purpofes, condds of five frigates, each 

carrying twenty ^>3lws, one bomb- ketch, and a 

few tenders. Oo aecowtw. ol \.\\^ ^'aJ«\'cs^% at tbc 

mouth of theVo\^^i,\V-Vv^'^'^^^^\^^^^^w;^v 

cnt to coaftrua iVi^fc NftS^\^ ^^^v ^\>\v^^^\.^vvm> 
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tnd in fuch a manner, that they never draw 
more than nine feet water. A large marine yard 
has been eilabliihed, within a few years^ at Ca- 
fian, where the advantage of the river and an 
abundant fupply of timber have pointed out the 
conveniency of building the veffels for the Caf- 

Eian fervice. Many principles and regulations 
ave been introduced into the Rufiian navy from 
Holland, and a few ordinances, relative to ofHcers, 
have been copied from the French -, but they are 
apparently ignorant, or unmindful, of the im- 
provements of the Engliih. 

The Ruffian mariners, exclufive of their food 
and clothing, receive a yearly flipend, of about 
one pound eighteen ihillings and three-pence 3 
and, as an inducement to prefer the naval fervice 
to that of the army, they are furnilhed with a 
daily allowance of butcher's meat, which is not 
granted to the military, whofe <//^/, provided by 
the government, confifls only of rye-bread and 
fait. 

Having fatisfied bis curiolity at Aftracan,«nd 
procured a paifport, with an order for poft-horfes, 
Mr. Forfter exprelTed his warmeft acknowledg- 
ments to the generous Greek, the Englifh gentle- 
man, and feveral other perfons, for their courte- 
ous hofpitality, and fet out on, his journey to Pe- 
teriborgh, on the lOth of May, in a four-wheeled 
carriage, called a kibitka. 

On the 12th, at midnight, he arrived at Cza- 
ritfin, (having travelled two hundred and fifty- 
eight miles) and next morning waitt^d on the 
commandant, who examined his pafT^cT^.^ ^iv^^ 
finding him much embartaVTed ^o\ ^n'^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
SadJan hngaage, Kind\y \n^t^\^^v^^ ^^^^ ."^"^ 
tme of bis little wants, aud ^i^e^ei:v\^ oX^^^^ 



themj though he was at that tim^ mticb aflliftel 
%vith illoefs. 

Between Aftracan and Czaritfin> the conntrj 
is levM, and co^^crr^fd with an eiiiberant herbager 
though but rliinly inhabited. The garnfon at 
Czarilfin confifts of thr^fc of four thou fan d mrtj^ 
but fintrc the Rullian frf^ntier has been extended 
on the fouth*wcft, by the acquifttron of rhe Cti- 
tnea, and the fubjugation of the Cuban Tartars, 
this fortrcfs has not been confidcred of much m- 
portance. 

Leaving Czaritfin, our Author travelled alon^ 
the fouthern-bank of the Don> which was totally 
uuinhabitetlp though richly clothed with a bcao- 
tiful herbage. The rurrent of the river feem^d 
to rtjti at the rate of a mile and a half an hoar, 
and the breadth was apparently nine hundred 
tVet- No occurrence befel the traveller, wortby 
nf relation, between C^aritfiri and Chopedkoy 
lort, a diftance of two hundred and thirly-fivc 
miles. He obferves, that he received a general 
civility and atfiftance, and rcflefiting on his fjta- 
ation, as a folttary (Iranger, and unacquainted 
wiih the language of the country ^ he offers n vo- 
hintary tribute of praife to the difpofition of the 
natives, and the excellence of the government* 

Having proceeded a few tnileB beyond Cho^ 
perlkny, the journey waa impeded by the break- 
ing of the hinder axle. This misfortune, how- 
ever* exhibited to our author the dexterity of i 
Rnfiian carpenter, who, tn two hours, reduced a 
piece of grofs timber to the reqoilite fornr>, with- 
out any other tool than a chiffcl, and chat^wi 
6ncJhiiUftg for his trouble, 

JVoceeding hcuce owt Viundred and^twcnty 
ciiJes, arrived ^t iVi^ ^o^\^^\ii Ol\m ' 
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WliicY), thodgh rather fcnall, is weir boilt^ and 
honoured with the refidence of a governor. The 
environs exhibited a champaign country^ rarel/ 
diveriified with woods^ and from Aflracan to this 
place, not fo much as one done had been feea 
upon the furface. 

On the 20th reached Mofcow^ three hundred 
and eighty-four miles didant from Tanboff. The 
approach to this city is equally pleafant and in- 
terefting, as the lofty and numerous fpires, faid 
to amount to (ixteen hundred, exhibited, through 
a feries of fine plantations^ a view, at once mag- 
nificent and pidurefque. The driver of the car- 
riage conduced our author to a German hotel, 
where he was refpedfully received by an oblig- 
ing and afliduous perfon, who fpoke the Englifh 
language with facility, and whofe mild and ho- 
neft temper feemed ill adapted to the profef&on 
he had chofen. This man did not fail to pro- 
cure the firaager a view of fuch curiofities as ge- 
nerally attraft the notice of travellers, at Mof- 
cow ', but, as they have been repeatedly and mi- 
nutely defcribed, they are pafled over in filence 
by our author. 

Though no longer the capital of the empire, 
Mofcow evinces no fuch fymptoms of decay in 
her wealth or commerce, a? ufually follow the 
removal of a court. Aware of the attachment 
of the ancient nobles to this city, and alfo of the 
neceflity of a fecond capital, in fuch extenfive 
iominions, its importance has been drenuoufly 
fupported by government, and the inftitntions, 
•ecently edablifhed are faid to have au^j»KWvsA^ 
ts riches con/iderably. It \\\lcwU^ tew«i.^ 
rreat advantage from the rclidetice o^ ^viOcv^ w 
QtfUIty as are imincdiateAy cmu^oit!^ Vcw v»fc ^^, 



vice of tite Aate, aud who can here indulge ia 
their favooriic pomp and gaiety, at a froaller 
cKpt'ncc than at Peterfburgb. 

Quifting MorcDw, our autlior proceeded to 
the towxi of Klin, and, en tbe 25[h of the ttiotitbr 
arrivrd at Peteriburgh> where be obtained a cooi- 
pofiionB lodging at an Englifli tavern, after tra* 
veiling iour hundred and iixty-uine miles from 
JViijioow, over a road tbal confifta gcnentrally of 
a morafs, audi with fome interventions of folid 
grovind, is conrtruOtd cf fpars of iir, laid in a 
par^llt^l diitHion, and covered whh carthj a 
* work which muA at firft view excite aftonifti- 
raent: but that JenfaLion will fobfidc^ on the rc- 
goUedion of its great deftgncr, and of the abun- 
Jat^ce vi timbt-T furniftied in the Builian empire- 

The imperial city of Pcterlburgh, cmbeliiflied 
Vi'ith a profuf^on of magntdccnt cditiceif, inter- 
feLird by rc^^utar and fpacious ftrecta, prefcnted 
a bcatjiirul oUjci:^ to il^e eye* of our advenitiKfi 
but, wht^n his imagination recurred to a period 
(fjoly fcventy years diftant) when this fppi, now 
the iue of an illuHrious city^ enriched by an ac* 
tive commerce, and viiited by all the nations Tsf 
Europe, was a dreary morafs, affording a Icanty 
fubliitence to a few rude filhcrmeoj he {e]t in- 
fpLred with reverence while contemplating the 
pre.iti^e gen ins of the individual who had accora* 
pUfhed a work of fuch amazing importance 
'* Oilier tnnnarchs/* fayfl he, ''have modelled 
^rujles and aggrandized kiogdoma by conqueft 
or gradnal civilization i but Peter at once dif* 

* This wnjk was ^fT^QTt^CitiV^ 'tex.K vVtGiciE, fottU 

pth J 3 /h r O Jt; il 111 T t ta f ^ tOTOT^MTLiVWO^^^itVyHULTN lis^fcWst^ 

provinces artd hi* i>eT« t*^'^^^.^^ 
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pelled the doud of barbarifm that enveloped his 
country, and brought it forth to the aftonifhed 
and applauding view of Europe.*' 

The court of Peterlbiirgh has been pronounced 
the moft brilliant in the European world; and, 
indeed, the magnificent dreifes of the nobility, 
with a various difplay of jewels, equipage, and 
{)ompous retinue, leenis to juftify the alfertion. 
It is likewife remarked, that the higher clafs of 
Ruffians can alTume or lay aiide, with equal faci- 
lity, the manners of other nations,* that they rea- 
dily attain any foreign language; and that they 
beai^ but few marks of a national originality; 
The peafantry, however, are marked with ftrong, 
charafteriftic features, as they are much attached 
to their fuperiors, obedient to command,- and ob-i 
ftinately courageous; yet they are greatly addid^- 
ed to larceny, and are immoderate in their ufe of 
llrong liquors. 

Among feveral magnificent monuments which 
decorate Peterlburgh, is an equeftrian ftatue of 
the great Peter, ereded in front of the council- 
houfe, and in full view of the port. The figure 
(looking towards the Neva, and having the right 
arm extended, as inviting all nations to partici- 
pate of protedion and encouragement) ftands on 
' a large block of fione, whofe ilanting fummit 
gives an afcending pofition to the horfc, which 
is reprefented as cruihing the head of a ferpent 
with one of his hind feet: an appropriate em- 
blem of the malignant prejudices encountered 
and vanquifhed by this renowned prince. 

In the conclufion of his remarks, Mr. Forfiei 
briefly notices, that about three fourths of the 
Kuffians, who have not yet adopted ch^ dttC^^^ 
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tarSj iti many inAancc^. Their uiual apparel 
coDf^n.^ of a long gown, a fafbk and cap; anJ a 
bearcJ is con fl dered its a type of pcrfonal honour* 

Tl>c hot balh ia commonly ofed, even by the 
lowflt claiTesi who perform many abluLions not 
pra6tifcd by any other northern Daticn; and they 
lifually indulge tbcmfeUe^ in fleepi about nconj 
if not prevented by their occupatkons. Like the 
Afiatjcfij they a£k with the moA profound fubmif* 
iion towards their rulers^ and a fuavity of addtefi 
and language h combined in Ihdr deportmentj 
which forcns a firiktng coiurat^ to their rough 
appearancCr and to the general opinion formed 
concerning them by foreigners. 

Happy in the fuccefs of bia favoaritc defign^ 
jind ddigbtcd with a multipKcity of interel^hi^ 
objcfla, Mr. Forfter contemplated, with plcafurc, 
the fcenes of the Bullian capital; but the re- 
membrance of his native country awakened bii 
foul to fiili warmer fenfations, and induced bim 
to haflen thither with fuch intetligence as natu^ 
rally retuhed from hjs painful, though unweari- 
ed refearcbes. He therefore embarked in a trad- 
ing veffel, at PaterJborgh, about the oniddle of 
JanCp and, towards the end of the following 
montbj nrrzved fafely in England, after a long 
and tedious journey, which reflefls the highcS 
honour on his name, and will iodifputably be ap- 
preciated, according to its merits, by iatdligeat 
readers of every defcription, , 

END OF VOL. XXI V« 
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